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Element 2. Linguistic aspects

Unit 3A. Easy to understand (E2U)
and subtitling



Overview

Editorial parameters in E2U subtitling



Editorial parameters

Grammar Mechanics Usage Style



Maxims

• Correctness: grammar, mechanics, usage.

• Simplicity
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Recommendations

• Use simple sentences.

• Use the standard order in your language (S-V-O).

• Use active voice.

• Avoid contracted forms.

• Avoid special characters, where possible.



One idea, one sentence

-Hello, I am Mike.
-I am Olle. 



Two ideas, two sentences

But now I use a pen,
and they’re even more afraid.

But now I use a pen.
And they are even more afraid.



One sentence, two lines

Everyone takes it for granted that you
can read. 

Everyone takes it for granted
that you can read. 



Example: original

I've also made shorter paragraphs,

and added a space here
so you have time to think. 
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Step: 1

I've also shorter paragraphs.

And I added a space here.

Then you have time to think. 



Step: 2

I made shorter paragraphs.

And I added a space here.

Then you have time to think. 



Step: 3

I used shorter bits.

And I added space here.

Then you have time to think. 



Summary

• Linguistic categories can help us implement

E2U recommendations in subtitling.

• Are simplified subtitles less faithful to the speaker’s style and 

the register?

• Is it possible to explain or simplify difficult or technical terms?
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