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Element 4. What is media accessibility?

Unit 1. Media accessibility



Overview

• Media accessibility.

• Relationship with audiovisual translation and 

accessibility.



Audiovisual translation 
(AVT)

• Translation Studies > audiovisual texts.

• “constrained translation”, “film translation”, “screen 

translation”, “media translation”, “multimedia 

translation”.



Transfer modes

• Dubbing, subtitling, voice-over, interpreting.

• Audio description (AD), subtitling for the deaf and hard 

of hearing (SDH).



Media accessibility

• AD and SDH.

• Sign language interpreting and audio subtitling.



AD or SDH as translation?

Jakobson:

• Intralingual: SDH.

• Interlingual: Dubbing.

• Intersemiotic: AD.



The concept of 
(media) accessibility

• Díaz-Cintas: “accessibility” as a unifying term.

• Orero & Matamala: sensorial & linguistic barriers in opera.

• Greco: no (complete) access to media in original form.



Media 
Accessibility 
Platform 
(MAP)



Accessible filmmaking

Film production process 

audiovisual 

translation 

modes

access 

services



Approaches

The three accounts of media accessibility, 
by Gian Maria Greco.



Different perspectives

TranslationAccessibility AV



Accessible communication

• Communication as a whole = barrier-free

• Persons with and without disabilities.

• Traditional and new media accessibility services, easy 

language, etc.



Picture
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