
 

 

 

 

 

 

Julia Álvarez Resano 

First woman appointed to serve as a magistrate    

Villafranca, 1903 – Mexico City, 1948   

 

Born in a village in Ribera de Navarra in 1903, Julia Álvarez Resano spent a quiet childhood 

within a context of extreme inequality, which determined both her professional development 

and her political participation linked to a steadfast commitment to social causes. 

 

After earning her Education degree in 1921 as the valedictorian of her graduating class, she 

passed the civil service exams two year later. She combined her work as a teacher with Law 

studies, which she completed in 1927. In December 1933, she was admitted to the Bar 

Association of Pamplona, becoming the second woman member in Navarra, five years after 

María Lacunza. That same year, she ran as a candidate of the Partido Socialista Obrero 

Español (Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party, PSOE) for Navarra and Guipúzcoa, although she 

did not garner enough support to win. In 1936 she was sworn in as an MP for Madrid, the 

first woman from Navarra to become an MP. 

 

Her milestone as the first woman to achieve this was repeated in the coming years. In 1937, 

in the midst of the Civil War, she was the first woman in Spain to become a civil governor, 

of Ciudad Real. After she resigned, she occupied two legal jobs in the judiciary: she was one 

of the first woman judges of Spain, as an interim judge in the Court of First Instance and 

Investigation in Alberic (Valencia), and as an interim magistrate in the Central Court of 

Espionage and High Treason during the Republic, becoming the first woman magistrate in 

Spain, even though she only served a little over a month there. 

 

After the defeat of the republican troops in 1939, she was forced to go into exile in Mexico. 

In 1945, the Court of Political Responsibilities sentenced her with a fine of 3,000 pesetas 

and completely disqualified her from public office because of her role as a socialist MP and 

civil governor. 

 



Julia Álvarez Resano is one of the woman jurists from the Republic who managed to access 

legal jobs and professions reserved for men for the first time from different political 

positions. More than half a century would have to go by before another woman entered the 

judiciary. We recall Julia Álvarez Resano as a champion of equality and remember that 

ceilings, either visible or invisible, can be broken on behalf of dignity and social justice. 
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