
 

 

 

 

 

 

María Soteras Mauri 

First working woman lawyer in Catalonia and example of repression on the basis of sex   

Barcelona, 1905 – Mexico City, 1976 

 

María Soteras Mauri was the first woman who joined the Bar Association of Barcelona as a 

working lawyer, on 30 September 1927, and she remained a member until 1929. In 1932 she 

married Antoni Vilalta i Vidal, a fellow lawyer and member of the Esquerra Republicana de 

Catalunya, who became a Barcelona city councilman with prominent public responsibilities. 

A little over two months after the Civil War started, María and her family went into exile first 

in Brussels and then in Mexico. 

 

But in July 1939, María was charged by the Provincial Court of Political Responsibilities of 

Barcelona, which accused her and her husband, a member of the Esquerra Republicana de 

Catalunya (Republican Left of Catalonia) political party, of sowing ‘leftist propaganda and 

being enthusiasts of red ideas’, etc. 

 

The same proceeding was met with proof and testimony that María had never belonged to 

any political party and had never been involved in any political activities; she was merely 

married to Antonio, who had. Even the prominent legal historian Ferran Valls Taberner sent 

the court a letter of indemnity in favour of María, yet nonetheless, on 15 December 1939 

María was fined 300,000 pesetas, disqualified from holding any public office for ten years 

and confined to the Balearic Islands for five years.  

 

Living in Mexico, she paid much of the economic sanction and was pardoned of the other 

parts of the sentence in 1952. In the repressive proceeding, María always appeared as the 

‘wife of’ and was condemned for her husband’s political actions. In fact, the pardon 

proceeding did mention the lack of proof of María’s political activity and evidence and 

documents in her favour. For this reason, as the ‘wife of’, we can conclude that she was a 

victim of repression on the basis of sex, because she was a woman and because she was 

the wife of a republican politician. 



 

Daniel Vallès Muñió 
Associate Professor (Profesor Agregado) of History of Law and Institutions 

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona  

 

 

References:   
 

▪ Bodelón, Encarna (2010). Maria Soteras Mauri. Diccionari Biogràfic de Dones. Xarxes 
Vives d’Universitats, Generalitat de Catalunya, Consell de Mallorca. In: 
https://dbd.vives.org (accessed: 19.09.2022). 

▪ Vallès Muñío, Daniel (2020). María Soteras: un ejemplo de la represión sexuada en 
aplicación de la Ley de Responsabilidades Políticas franquista. In: Maria Jesús Espuny 
Tomás; Daniel Vallès Muñío; Elisabet Velo i Fabregat (coords.). La investigación en 
Derecho con perspectiva de género (417-442). Madrid: Dykinson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested citation: 
Vallès Muñío, Daniel (2022). María Soteras Mauri. Pioneering Female Jurists: Remembrance and Memory 
[Electronic resource], Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, November 2022. In: 
https://ddd.uab.cat/record/268733  
 
 
 
This biographical note belongs to the project Pioneering Female Jurists: Remembrance and Memory, 
November 2022. It was created as part of the teaching innovation and quality improvement project of the 
UAB 2021. Main researcher: María Jesús García Morales. Funding number GI515402. 
 
 

https://dbd.vives.org/
https://ddd.uab.cat/record/268733
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

