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1. Introduction

A body of literature has established the importance of higher edu-
cation (HE) in achieving social mobility (Chetty et al., 2014; Blanden &
Macmillan, 2016) and positive life outcomes (Oreopoulos &
Petronijevic, 2013). At the same time, there is robust evidenc- aat
university participation and graduation is graded by sociceconomi
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likely to attend university. As opposed to antidiscrimination measures
in general, affirmative action involves explicit pro-active steps to erase
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The literature focuses on two main questions regarding affirmative
action policies in higher education: who should such policies target,
and whether affirmative action benefits those who gain {or do not gain)
admission (Bertrand, Hanna & Mullainathan, 2010). There is a trade-off
around the margin: assuming that the number of available places is
fixed, some disadvantaged students would gain while some advantaged
students would lose access to higher education due to affirmative
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