
 

 

Linguistic Diversity, What For? 
 

 

Module 2 

Lesson 6: Karelian Language and Policies for Supporting Diversity 

by Alexey Tsykarev 

 

Recommended readings and on-line resources 

Austin P. (1992). Soviet Karelian: The Language That Failed. Slavic Review, 1, pp. 16-35. 

Carpenter, K., & Tsykarev, A. (2020). (Indigenous) Language as a Human Right. UCLA 

Journal of International Law & Foreign Affairs, 24(49). Available at: 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3649091  

Clevedon: Multilingual Matters. (2000). The Divisive Frontier: The Impact of the 

Russian-Finnish Border on Karelian. International Journal of the Sociology of 

Language, 145, pp. 153180. 

Hakyung J. (2012), Language in a Borderland: On the Official Status of Karelian 

Language, Research on the Slavic Languages, 17(1): 255-271. 

Knuuttita S-R. (2011), Children – the future of the Karelian language? Case study in a 

Karelian village. Eesti ja Soome-Ugri Keeleteaduse Ajakiri, 2(1). 

Kovaleva S.V. & Rodionova A.P. (2013). Karelian Language in the Educational System in 

Republic of Karelia. Modern Research of Social Problems, 7(27). 

Pyöli R. (1998). Karelian under Pressure from Russian –Internal and External 

Russification. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 19(2), 

pp. 128-141. 

Sarhimaa A. (1996), Language Planning and Sociolinguistic Trends in (Soviet) Karelia 

19171994. In Hickey T. and Williams J. (Eds.). Language, Education and Society 

in a Changing World (pp. 73-85). Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters. 

  

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3649091
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3649091


 

 

Linguistic Diversity, What For? 
 

 
Online sources:  

Karelians: Life on the border between cultures 

https://www.rbth.com/politics_and_society/2016/10/17/karelians-life-on-

the-borderbetween-cultures_639555   

Karelian – a Digital Language? 

http://www.dldp.eu/sites/default/files/documents/DLDP_Karelian-Report.pdf  

University of Eastern Finland: Karelian Language and Culture (short information and 

video lectures): https://www3.uef.fi/en/web/hum/karjalan-kieli-ja-kulttuuri  

ELDIA – project: https://www.univie.ac.at/eldia-project  
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