
Teaching team of the week
1 - Linguistic Diversity in the World.

Introduction and Transversal Perspectives

Linguistic Diversity, What for?



Mònica Pereña is the President of
the Linguapax Board and Deputy
Director of Multilingualism of the
Education Ministry of the Catalan
Government.

She studied Catalan and French
Philology at the universities of
Barcelona and Toulouse, and
Language Policy at Stanford.

See more here
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https://www.linguapax.org/en/who-we-are/structure/monica-perena/


Miquel Strubell is a member of the Linguapax Board and of

the Catalan Society of Sociolinguistics. He took an Hon. BA

on Psychology and Physiology at the University of Oxford,

an M.Sc. in Psychology of Education at the London

University, and a diploma of Advanced Studies at the

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona.

He worked mainly as a language planner in the field of

promotion of Catalan for the Catalan Government, and

as a professor and researcher at the Open University of

Catalonia, as well as working on missions for the Council of

Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation

in Europe, and coordinating several reports for the

European Parliament and the European Commission, on

minority language communities in Europe, including the

Euromosaic Report.

See more here
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https://miquelstrubell.blogspot.com/p/cv-in-english.html


Formerly Director of Linguapax, Alicia Fuentes-Calle and

now a member of its Advisory Board. She is a Research

Associate in Sociology (Language and Social Interaction)

at the University of York. She has been a member of the

Study Group on Endangered Languages (GELA) at the

Universitat de Barcelona and has Ph.D. in Linguistics (UB), a

degree in Law and a postgraduate in International

Cultural Relations. She has been a Visiting Researcher at

UC Berkeley. She made research stays also in Strasbourg,

Tokyo, Jerusalem.

Her main areas of research interest are: linguistic

anthropology and cognitive semantics; multilingual cities

and forms of local knowledge(s); the potential of the “art

of language”, language(s)/communication against the

backdrop of spiritual traditions/ anomalous experiences of

communication.

See more here
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https://www.york.ac.uk/sociology/our-staff/honorary/alicia-fuentes-calle/


Joseph Lo Bianco is a member of the Linguapax

Advisory Board. He is Professor of Language and

Literacy Education at the Melbourne Graduate

School of Education, and is the Immediate Past

President of the Australian Academy of the

Humanities.

In 2012 he was appointed Research Director of

the UNICEF Language and Peacebuilding

initiative in Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand.

Since 2011 he has served as senior research

advisor for LUCIDE, a European Commission

project on Languages in Urban Communities -

Integration and Diversity for Europe, conducting

large scale 4-year research on multilingualism at

the municipal level in 12 European cities.

See more here
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https://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/profile/4818-joseph-lo-bianco


Kathryn Woolard is Professor Emerita at
the Department of Anthropology of the
University of California San Diego (USA).
She holds a Ph.D. in Anthropology from
The University of California in Berkeley.

She served as the President of the
Society for Linguistic Anthropology, a
section of the American Anthropological
Association.

Her main areas of interest are linguistic
anthropology, language and ethnicity,
bilingual communities, language
ideology, and political discourse in
Catalonia, Spain, and the United States.
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Eva Pons is a member of the Linguapax Board.

She is the Professor of Constitutional Law at the

University of Barcelona and a member of the

Legal Advisory Committee of the Catalan

government.

Her areas of research are federalism, language

rights, fundamental rights and anti-discrimination

law.

She is director of the Journal of Language and

Law and member of the Catalan Language

Observatory, the Catalan Justice Observatory,

the group of experts in linguistic and

sociolinguistic rights of the Department of Culture

of the Generalitat, and the Cruscat network

(Institute d’Estudis Catalans).
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Maite Melero is a member of the Linguapax

Board. She isa Senior Researcher at the

Barcelona Supercomputing Center, where she

leads the Machine Translation group.

She has worked at the Universitat de Barcelona,

the Institut d'Estudis Catalans, the Universitat

Pompeu Fabra, the Barcelona Media

Innovation Centre and Microsoft Research.

In 2017 she co-authored the report "Language

Equality in the Digital Age" for the European

Parliament and is frequently invited to discuss

technology and preservation of linguistic

diversity.
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Katjuscia Mattu is cultural project coordinator

and teacher. She read Political and International

Sciences in her homeland, Sardinia, and made

her Erasmus stay at the Universitatea din
București, Romania.

She holds a MA in Political Science from the UAB

(Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona) and was

visiting student at the Universidad Mayor de San

Andrés and the Colectivx Chi’xi in La Paz, Bolivia.

She has been Teaching Assistant at the UAB and

teacher of Social Sciences in secondary schools

in Catalonia.

She speaks and promotes the Sardinian

language but is also polyglot and a true

enthusiast of linguistic and cultural diversity.
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Fernand de Varennes is a member of the Linguapax

Advisory Board. He is the UN Special Rapporteur on

Minority Issues, Extraordinary Professor at the Faculty of

Law of the University of Pretoria (South Africa), Adjunct

Professor at the National University of Ireland-Galway

(Ireland), and Cheng Yu Tung Visiting Professor at the

Faculty of Law of the University of Hong Kong (China).

He has taught human rights and international law at

universities in Australia, China, Ethiopia, Finland,

Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, the Maldives, and

South Africa.

Dr. de Varennes is one of the world’s leading experts

on the international human rights of minorities. He has

received accolades from Africa, Asia, and Europe,

including the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the

Republic of Poland, and the Tip O’Neill Peace

Fellowship and the 2004 Linguapax

International Award.
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https://www.linguapax.org/en/linguapax-award/2004-award/
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