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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the portrayal of immigration issues in Egyptian and European
newspapers during the 2015 European migration crisis, examining how these publications
represent immigrants and refugees. The research analyses 381 news articles published
between March 1 and September 30, 2015, across three Egyptian newspapers (A/-Ahram,
Al-Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd) and two European newspapers (E[-Pais [English edition]
and Euronews). The analysis reveals significant disparities in coverage between the two
regions.

Employing a mixed-methods—approach incorporating qualitative and quantitative
content analysis, alongside in-depth interviews and focus group discussions—this study
explores the crucial role of media in shaping public perceptions of immigration. It
underscores the necessity of objective and accurate reporting to cultivate positive attitudes
towards immigrants and facilitate their successful integration.

The findings indicate that Egyptian newspapers generally present a more sympathetic
depiction of migrants and refugees, emphasising the need for international assistance and
framing immigration policies as essential components of human rights. This compassionate
perspective may be attributed to Egypt's historical position as a transit country for migrants,
coupled with shared linguistic and cultural ties with nations such as Syria and Sudan.
However, a notable weakness identified within Egyptian media is the underrepresentation of
migrant voices, despite their centrality to the immigration narrative. In contrast, European
newspapers frequently adopt a narrative characterised by fear, often emphasising the
perceived threats posed by increased refugee flows at EU borders. While instances of
portraying migrants as victims do occur, particularly following impactful events such as the
publication of the image of the drowned Syrian child Aylan Kurdi, the prevailing tone in
European media tends to frame migrants as security, economic, and cultural risks.

Furthermore, this research proposes practical recommendations for improving
immigration reporting. These include promoting comprehensive and nuanced reporting,
collaborating with non-governmental organisations to incorporate diverse perspectives,
fostering media literacy on immigration issues, and providing journalists with training on
ethical reporting practices. By understanding these media dynamics and implementing
strategies for balanced and inclusive coverage, this study aims to contribute to the
development of greater empathy and a more profound understanding of the challenges faced

by migrants and refugees in both Egyptian and European newspapers.
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INTRODUCTION

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has emerged as a focal point for
diverse forms of migration, functioning both as a source and a destination for regular,
irregular, transit, and refugee movements. These intricate migration patterns are shaped by
a confluence of interconnected factors, including the pressures of globalisation, regional and
international conflicts, persistent political instability, entrenched poverty, and the
proliferation of human trafficking networks (Abdelwahed et al., 2020). This dynamic
highlights the region’s role not only in facilitating migration but also in reflecting the
geopolitical tensions that drive mobility on a global scale.

Egypt occupies a pivotal position in its region, serving as both a destination and a
transit hub for migrants, particularly those from other countries of Africa who aim to reach
the European Union. The Egyptian government has demonstrated considerable expertise in
managing migration, notably in integrating millions of Syrian refugees into Egyptian society
over the past decade. This reflects a broader commitment towards accommodating displaced
populations despite the country’s domestic challenges. Furthermore, Egypt is the most
populous nation in the MENA region, with a population “increase to hit 105 million in 2023
(Osman, 2023, p.5). It also functions as a significant source of migrant labour for numerous
countries, with remittances constituting a vital economic lifeline. “From 2015 to 2020, the
remittances constituted 45% to 70% of the total Egyptian revenues in foreign currencies”
(Banoub, 2024, p.48), underscoring their critical importance to the nation’s economy. This
dual role as both a recipient and a supplier of migration highlights Egypt’s complex and
multidimensional engagement with global migration flows.

Although Europe has long been a significant destination for migration, the influx of
refugees into the European Union reached its peak in 2015, driven primarily by the Syrian
conflict, which forced millions to seek refuge in neighbouring countries, including Egypt.
The rising number of refugees has disrupted traditional perceptions of migrants and refugees
in the media, primarily due to the large-scale movement of people across the Mediterranean
Sea or through mainland European borders. Despite the significant challenges migrants
endure on their perilous journeys, some European countries refuse to accept them, citing
concerns over the perceived threats migrants pose to national security, cultural identity, and

economic stability.



The concepts of "positive" and "negative" perceptions of migrants are critical in
understanding media framing and its societal implications. Positive perceptions are often
rooted in humanitarian framing, which portrays migrants as vulnerable individuals fleeing
conflict, poverty, or persecution, emphasizing their need for protection and support
(Chouliaraki & Stolic, 2017). This framing may also highlight migrants’ potential
contributions to host societies, such as addressing labour shortages, enriching cultural
diversity, or fostering economic growth (Lawlor & Tolley, 2017). Conversely, negative
perceptions align with securitisation and threat frames, which depict migrants as risks to the
safety, culture, and economy of receiving communities (Buzan et al., 1998; Greussing &
Boomgaarden, 2017). These opposing frames not only shape public attitudes but also
influence policy decisions and societal behaviours toward migrants.

The frequent migration across the Mediterranean prompts critical questions
regarding how newspapers cover this global phenomenon. Media outlets vary in the framing
of migrants’ stories, with some narratives presenting migrants positively, portraying them as
victims in need of support. Conversely, other newspapers adopt negative narratives,
depicting migrants as threats to the security and well-being of receiving communities.

This study aims to investigate migration coverage in Egyptian and European newspapers
during the European migration crisis, focusing on the period from 1 March 2015 to 30
September 2015, with the objective of analysing the media frames employed in reporting on
immigration. The first dataset comprises immigration news published in three Egyptian
newspapers: Al-Ahram, Al-Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd. A total of 235 articles were
gathered, with 34 articles from Al-Ahram, 183 from Al-Masry Al-Youm, and 18 from Al-
Wafd. The second dataset includes immigration news published in two European
newspapers, El Pais (English edition) and Euronews, during the same timeframe. This
dataset consists of 146 articles, with 22 from E/ Pais and 124 from Euronews. Together,

these datasets provide a total of 381 news articles for analysis.

Statement of the Research Problem

Geopolitical changes and conflicts forced many people to migrate to the European
Union, and immigrants became more prevalent than ever. Conflicts in the Middle East and
North Africa have led to a significant increase in migration flows, as large numbers of people

are forced to flee their home countries in search of safety and stability. This surge in
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migration has, in turn, heightened the relevance of immigration as a domestic issue, drawing
increased public attention and making it a critical topic for newspaper coverage. As
migration policies and public opinion become central to national debates, newspapers play
a key role in shaping discourse by framing the causes, consequences, and policy responses
to migration. This growing public and political focus on migration has not only intensified
debates on immigration policies but has also brought migration and security concerns to the
forefront of national and international discourse, shaping the way the issue is framed and
discussed in both policymaking and media narratives. Discussions regarding migration and
security today reflect the aspects of migration and how it is perceived (Cayon, 2022).

Out of all the challenges that Europe is currently dealing with, the so-called “refugee
crisis” has had the biggest influence on public discussions about solidarity, reviving disputes
and differences both inside and between European member states. The European Union has
been divided by conflict since 2015 over how to respond to this “crisis” and who is
responsible for providing aid and support. While most studies have been focused on migrant
flows and their consequences for policy and security, there hasn’t been any in-depth
comparative analysis of how newspapers covered the crisis and how the media framework
could impact and shape public attitudes towards refugees and migrants (Cinalli et al., 2021).

Recent media coverage of immigration displays a variety of journalistic and news-
framing perspectives. Journalists present news material through their ideological and
political perspectives to give audiences specific coverage which reflects the newspaper’s
orientation and ideology. Different narratives about migrants are frequently used in media
coverage. Sympathetic coverage emphasises migrants as victims of conflict and calls for the
advantages of integrating them into the host communities. In contrast, negative coverage
adopts and expands on themes of migrants as threats to national security, cultural identity,
economic security, and the public health of the host communities.

The study aimed to examine how Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues,
considering that the newspapers’ coverage plays a critical role in shaping people’s opinions
and perceptions toward immigration and migrants. The study focuses on understanding how
Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues by examining the media frame that is used
to describe immigrants and refugees and demonstrating the strengths and weaknesses of
press coverage, considering that some refugees choose Egypt as a destination country and

others prefer to go to Europe.
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Significance of the Study

The year 2015 saw a significant surge in immigration, particularly among Syrians
fleeing the ongoing conflict and seeking asylum in Egypt or the European Union. Many
tragically drowned in the Mediterrancan while attempting to migrate. International
newspapers responded to the crisis in varying ways, with media coverage shaped by factors
such as security concerns and economic threats, often resulting in a predominantly negative
portrayal of the migration crisis and immigrants. However, a contrasting trend of more
sympathetic coverage emerged, particularly following the retrieval of the body of three-year-
old Aylan Kurdi, whose lifeless form washed up on a Turkish beach on 2 September 2015.
This harrowing image evoked widespread empathy, drawing greater attention to the refugee
crisis than statistical reports of the thousands who had perished. Aylan from Syria had been
travelling with his parents and brother, all of whom were seeking safety when tragedy struck.
They were attempting to reach Greece aboard a dinghy that departed from the Turkish coast,
carrying several Syrian refugees escaping the devastation of war. Aylan drowned after
slipping from his father’s grasp when the boat capsized in the Mediterranean. His mother
and brother also perished in the tragedy, a harrowing incident that resonated globally. The
publication of the photograph depicting Aylan Kurdi’s lifeless body profoundly impacted
the world’s perception of refugees and migration, bringing unprecedented attention to the
humanitarian crisis.

The significance of this study lies in its examination of how Egyptian and European
newspapers depict migration, migrants, and refugees. Given that newspaper coverage of
immigration influences public attitudes and opinions, it consequently shapes societal
behaviours towards migrants and refugees. Furthermore, the way migrants are framed in the
media plays a crucial role in determining the effectiveness of integration policies.

Additionally, providing migrants with a platform to share their personal stories can
offer deeper insight into their critical circumstances, including their need for housing,
education, and medical services. Consequently, positive media coverage plays a vital role in
informing governments and policymakers, aiding in the development of more effective

immigration and integration policies.
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Research Questions

1- How do the Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues?
2- How do the European newspapers cover immigration issues?
3- What are possible suggestions to improve the coverage of Immigration issues in Egyptian

newspapers?

Objectives of the Study

The primary goal of this study is to understand how Egyptian newspapers address
immigration issues in order to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the coverage with a
view to the possibility of improving it and increasing awareness of the immigration
phenomenon. Without a doubt, the chosen media framing plays a crucial role in shaping
public perceptions of migrants and influencing the proposed solutions to this pressing issue.

This research also seeks to analyse how European newspapers reported on the
immigration crisis in 2015. While some European newspapers tend to depict migrants and
refugees negatively through security and threat frames, others adopt alternative media
framings that present immigration more favourably. These include narratives that portray
migrants as victims or emphasise the human tragedy associated with their displacement.

As numerous migrants and refugees reside in Egypt, another key objective of this
study is to highlight the significant role of Egyptian newspapers in combating xenophobia
and intolerance towards migrants. This can be achieved by focusing on their lives, the
challenges they encounter, and the contributions they make to both their host societies and
their countries of origin. Consequently, Egyptian newspapers must provide migrant
communities with a stronger platform to share their own narratives and articulate the
difficulties they face throughout their journey. Furthermore, media coverage should
emphasise the vital economic contributions of migrants, particularly through remittances
sent to their home countries, which play a crucial role in global development. At the same
time, Egypt could strengthen cooperation with other governments to maximise the benefits
of migration. By highlighting skill shortages in one country that could be addressed by
qualified migrants from another, news coverage can help foster more effective migration

policies and international collaboration.
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Organization of the Dissertation

The first chapter of this study provides a quick view of the developments in the social
structure of Egyptian society from 1805 to 2024. The second chapter aims to clarify the
global situation of immigration, concerning its causes and motives, and the European
Union’s policies related to borders and its impact on the issue of immigration. The third
chapter presents literary reviews that address the issue of immigration in terms of media
coverage of this complex issue and the human rights that immigrants and refugees must
obtain. Chapter Four explains the theoretical framework and methodology used in this study,
while chapter five presents the findings of this study using three mixed methods: personal
interviews, content analysis, and focus group discussions. Finally, chapter six aims to present

the discussions and conclusions reached by this study.
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CHAPTER ONE
EGYPTIAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE (1805 —2024)

This chapter provides a quick overview of the major socioeconomic changes in
Egyptian society from the 18" century to now. It focuses on Egypt’s numerous social and
political upheavals, ending in the 2024 presidential election. Additionally, this section
highlights the key social and political factors that led to the 2011 Egyptian protests, while
analysing the various presidential periods in Egypt’s recent history. The main social and
economic issues facing Egyptian society throughout its governing eras are also covered.
Thus, it started with the reign of Mohamed Ali (1805-1848), then a period of kingdom rule
until the 1952 revolution, and finally times of instability marked by social and political
corruption, as well as severe economic downturns, which culminated in the 2011 revolution.

Egypt has been regarded as the world's most important ancient civilization, mainly
due to its ancient Pharaonic past (Kemp, 2018). Egypt is a populous nation whose crucial
position in the middle of the world has long shaped its foreign policy and cultural heritage.
In addition, Egypt has a long history of close relations with its neighbours (Goldschmidt,
2008). During the 19™ century, Egypt did not experience immigration, instead, this
phenomenon started at the end of the 20™ century due to numerous social, political, and
economic changes. These changes are one of the reasons why the state experienced so many
wars and revolutions. However, these changes also caused the Egyptian economy to become
weak, which gave rise to the idea of immigration to Europe for better living conditions.
However, the country has a long history of hosting migrants and refugees. The following
sections present a quick overview of Egyptian social transformation as a result of numerous
political and economic problems. This chapter also covers the primary social and political

characteristics of the different policies that affected the Egyptian national social structure.

1.1 Egypt in the Reign of Mohamed Ali (1805 — 1848)

For four hundred years (1517-1914), Egypt belonged to the Ottoman Empire. We
can't discuss mid-nineteenth-century Egypt without talking about Muhammad Ali's time
(1805—1848). This Albanian officer in the Turkish army is often called the founder of
modern Egypt. Istanbul made him the Ottoman governor of Egypt in 1805 (Cleveland &
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Bunton, 2009, p.66). Muhammad Ali dreamed of a strong, independent Egypt, maybe the
center of a bigger Arab country. He wanted to rebuild Egypt in a modern way, like what was
happening in Europe.

According to Hopwood (1982), after taking control of Egypt, Muhammad Ali
recognised the importance of the Egyptian economy and the abundance of Egyptian
resources available, so he established the monopoly system in 1812, which he applied to
both internal and external trade. However, the poverty of some Mediterranean developing
countries during Muhammad Ali's era aided the monopoly system's success. Furthermore,
these developing countries needed to buy Egyptian wheat. Muhammad Ali took advantage
of the situation by striking multiple deals with them, making Egypt the most significant
Ottoman territory among its regions or states. Muhammad Ali also monopolized the selling
of the country's export crops, including grain and cotton (Hopwood,1982).

For Muhammad Ali, modernisation meant arming the state, establishing an economic
system based on modern education, and combining a vision of national culture with
European achievements (Gopal et al., 2008).

Douer (2015) stated that the country was led by a new ruler who implemented
considerable reforms in the European style of governance. He formed a central government
and passed legislation to improve the agricultural sector, which he saw as the country's
primary source of revenue. Egypt became the world's largest exporter of cotton during
Muhammad Ali's reign. In addition, the French assisted him in establishing a unique
educational and public health system. Furthermore, Commercial expansion toward Europe
resulted in the development and modernisation of Alexandria, which thrived due to its well-
known port and foreign population (Douer, 2015, p.73).

In the same context, Muhammad Ali did not neglect his interest in education. In his
first step toward reforming the education system, he started recruiting European teachers.
After a while, he realised that sending Egyptian students to Europe became less expensive
and more practical. In the year 1826, he sent an educational mission of students chosen by
the state to France. These students began learning French and studied different sciences, like
hydraulics and engraving (Silvera,1980).

On the other hand, Egypt was known for its abundant agricultural productivity
throughout Muhammad Ali's reign, as he was interested in hiring French engineers to build
and operate irrigation canals and dams. However, the Mahmoudia Canal, which connects

Alexandria city to the River Nile, was completed in 1819. The fundamental motivation for
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its creation was to discover a reliable source of pure water for Alexandrians, both locals and
visitors, to utilize for drinking and other purposes. Alexandria's population was believed to
be over thirty thousand people. The completion of this canal resulted in the city's prosperity
and the influx of merchants from Europe and the Arab world, bringing the population to
eighty thousand people (Mikhail, 2011, p.23).

Thompson (2008) states that Mohamed Ali's monopoly regime had sheltered the
Egyptian industry from outside competition. It excluded undesirable imports, such as British
fabrics that would compete with Egyptian cotton. As a result, the Egyptian ports were
clogged with commodities because of Muhammad Ali's intense focus on foreign trade, and
Alexandria and its seaport grew into a major shipbuilding center and an important naval
station (Thompson, 2008). Muhammad Ali also began the Industrial Revolution. He
established several cotton textile industries as well as weapon manufacturers. He paid much
attention to the Egyptian army, so Egypt became the Middle East's most powerful military
force under his rule.

Muhammad Ali's health weakened in 1847, so he travelled to Italy for treatment and
rest. It was clear that he would not recover, so his son Ibrahim Pasha took over the rule of
Egypt in 1848, but his reign was short-lived due to a chest infection; he died after only a few
months, and Sultan Abbas Hilmi I, Muhammad Ali's grandson, took over in November 1848,

and Muhammad Ali died the following year at the age of eighty-one (Thompson, 2008).

1.2- Social Structure of Egyptian Society (1854 -1952)

Sultan Abbas Hilmi I ruled Egypt from 1848 to 1854, and his reign did not witness
worthwhile changes in Egyptian society. His successor was Khedive Said.
During Khedive Said's reign (1854-1863), the most notable event was his decision to support
digging the Suez Canal, which connected the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, reducing
the distance between Europe and the East. The era of Khedive Said saw the recovery of
Egyptian society's prosperity and high quality of life. Many Europeans, mainly engineers
and other qualified professionals chose to live in Egypt during Said's rule, particularly in
Cairo and Alexandria. They were granted privileges that exempted them from the payment

of taxes because these Europeans offered essential services to Egypt, such as street lighting

(Goldschmidt, 2008, p.38).
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Several social and economic developments occurred under Said's reign, such as the
building of numerous bridges, the expansion of telegraph lines, the expansion of railway
miles, the publication of the Penal Code, and the founding of the first Egyptian Bank
“Banque Masr” in 1855 (Richmond, 1977).

Khedive Said died in 1863, and Khedive Ismail became the ruler of Egypt (1863-

1879). The start of Ismail's reign coincided with an increase in the price of Egyptian cotton
sent abroad, giving him the financial means to initiate construction and development
programs during his early years in power. Hence, more roads, bridges, and railways were
erected, as were postal services and the foundation of the Ministry of Education.
Khedive Ismail showed an intense fascination with the West, viewing Egypt as more aligned
with Europe than Africa. Notably, during his visit to Paris in 1867, he was captivated by the
city's streets and architecture. As a result, he envisioned remaking Cairo in the image of
Paris, intending to create vast public gardens, and he established the Opera House in 1869
(Thompson, 2008, p.248). In the same context, Ismail also financed the establishment of the
Egyptian Museum and the National Library. In addition, the opening of the Suez Canal in
1869 was a great event with an extraordinary celebration attended by European kings and
dignitaries.

By the middle of the 1870s, Ismail noticed that his government was facing a
significant financial problem, forcing him to sell the government's share in the Suez Canal
Company for four million sterling pounds to raise funds. As a result, the British exerted
pressure on the Ottoman Sultan and deposed Ismail, and Khedive Tawfik’s era started from
1879 to 1892 (Dour, 2015, p.81).

Khedive Tawfik took power in 1879 after his father, Khedive Ismail. It is worth
noting that the period of Khedive Tawfik witnessed the establishment of the A/-Ahram
newspaper in 1875. Furthermore, 4/-Moayyad newspaper was founded in 1889, and it was
the voice of Egyptian Muslim public opinion. However, due to the sale of the Egyptian
government's share in the Suez Canal Company, the British government owned 44% of the
company's shares, which increased the British government's interference in Egypt's rule. As
a result, national resistance to the British occupation reignited with the start of the rule of
Abbas Hilmi II (1892-1941). The opposition was organised by Mostafa Kamel, a young
Egyptian student at the Faculty of Law who resented the British’s growing power in

Egyptian affairs.
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Mustafa Kamel relocated to Paris to finish his studies in the French Faculty of Law.
However, his legal studies convinced him that persuading the British to leave, rather than
revolting, was the best way to end the British control of his country. In 1896, he wrote a
letter to the British Prime Minister, demanding that Britain fulfil its pledge to leave Egypt,
but the British government remained disinterested. However, most Egyptians were Muslims
at that time, and it was straightforward to bring them together under the leadership of an
Islamic king against the power of England, a non-Muslim state. Following his return from
France, Mustafa Kamel established the Al-Liwa newspaper in 1899. He began writing about
Egyptian constitutional and political rights and the ongoing struggle against British rule
(Goldschmidt, 2008, p.59).

Egyptian daily life didn't change much while Sultan Hussein Kamel was in charge
(1914-1917). He came to power after Abbas Hilmi II. At that point, Egyptians were really
focused on gaining independence, and this led to the 1919 revolution, with Saad Zagloul as
their leader. It is important to remember that as Saad Zagloul became more and more
popular, and as he kept pushing for the end of the British occupation, the British army
captured him and some of his supporters and sent them away to Malta. This sparked a
revolution led mainly by university students, but it also included judges, lawyers, and other
workers. The unrest spread quickly, and people started disrupting things like railways and
telegraph lines. Egyptian women joined the movement for the first time, and both Muslims
and Christians united to call for the country's freedom. This uprising is believed to have cost
the lives of about 1,000 Egyptians (Richmond, 1977).

After the successful 1919 revolution, Egyptian leaders, including Saad Zagloul,
negotiated with the British government. This led to Egypt being declared an independent
country in 1922, with King Fouad as the leader. However, British forces still had the right
to defend Egypt from attack, protect foreign interests, and safeguard minorities. This period
saw significant growth in Egyptian culture and society. The National University (later Cairo
University) was established in 1908. The American University in Cairo was also founded in
1919 to offer higher education. The discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb and treasures in 1922
sparked worldwide fascination with Egyptian history. Radio Cairo began broadcasting in
1923, and many novels, newspapers, and magazines were published. Numerous writers and
authors, like Taha Hussein and Tawfik al-Hakim, emerged. Cairo became the center of
publishing in the Arab world (Thompson, 2008, p.276). Saad Zagloul served as president of
the Council of Ministers from 1924 until his death in 1927.
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King Fouad saw Zagloul's death as a chance to grab more power. He tried to rule the
kingdom more directly through his palace. He used the new constitution to dissolve
Parliament, giving the palace a much bigger role in running the country (Thompson, 2008,
p-279). King Fouad passed away in 1936. His 17-year-old son, Farouk, took over. Farouk
had studied at the Woolwich British Military Academy and spoke Arabic fluently
(Goldschmidt, 2008, p.80). King Farouk's time in power saw some important things happen
that changed Egyptian society. The biggest one was the start of World War II and how it
affected Egypt's role in the war. Also, during this time, Hassan Al-Banna created the Muslim
Brotherhood, an Islamic group that wanted to bring Islamic principles into Egyptian life and
push the British out of the country. Even with this group, uprisings against the British went
on. These uprisings eventually led to the creation of the Free Officers Movement, a group of
Egyptian military officers who wanted to get rid of King Farouk, end the monarchy, and take
control in the 1952 Revolution (Goldschmidt, 2008, p.85).

The next part will cover Egyptian society from 1952 to 2011, divided into three
periods: First, the Nasser years from 1952 to 1970; second, the time under Anwar El Sadat
from 1970 to 1981; and third, the Hosni Mubarak era from 1981 to 2011. Next, we will look
at what is happening in Egypt from 2011 to 2024.

1.3 First Stage (1952-1970)

Before the 1952 revolution, Egypt's political structure had been corrupted by the
British occupation and, above all, the desire to end the occupation. Nasser and the Free
Officers group staged the revolution in the name of the Egyptian army. Once in power, they
had to justify their actions to win legitimacy in the eyes of the Egyptians. This top priority
drew focus away from any other issues. In this context, Hopwood (1982) postulated that
“Egyptians were used to being governed by a central authority without much say in their
destiny. Parliamentary life was not deeply rooted in the political system, and there was little
tradition of government ministers being answerable before the people” (Hopwood, 1982,
p-103).

Following the end of British occupation and the success of the July 23, 1952
revolution, the Nasser era commenced. Egypt faced widespread collapse, with deep-seated
social problems stemming from its flawed economic system. Nasser initiated his efforts by

rebuilding and improving Egypt's internal socio-economic conditions, focusing on various
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domestic sectors, beginning with the outright banning of numerous political groups that
obstructed his agenda. In addition to implementing various economic reforms, he also
sought to eliminate all social organizations that opposed his views. The mid-1950s to the
1960s were widely considered a crucial period of economic transformation. Consequently,
Nasser began by nationalizing all non-Egyptian banks and essential industries. Throughout
his presidency, this same nationalization strategy was applied to major international
insurance corporations and commercial companies as part of his broader plan to control the
Egyptian economy (Bonin, 2010). In addition, between 1952 and 1961, Nasser conducted
massive agricultural reforms, redistributing nearly one-seventh of Egypt's cultivable land
from wealthy landowners to landless, impoverished peasants. As a result, Nasser focused on
agricultural and industrial reforms to boost national income (Osman et al., 2012, p. 46).
While these economic and social reforms were significant in bringing about fundamental
changes in Egyptian society, their total economic impact was minimal. In the 1950s, Egypt
received international assistance from the Soviet Union and the West. The Soviet Union
served as the primary sponsor of most Egyptian economic programs. They were considered
critical political allies and wealthy donors of Nasser's regime (Sharp, 2018, p.31).

Nasser's public sector expansion-based economic policy was more viable in 1965.

However, Egypt was forced to look for funding from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
after losing the Soviet Union's financial and political assistance. The IMF loan was
accompanied by an economic plan that mandated a 40% devaluation of the Egyptian pound
and other unfavourable outcomes, including lower investment and higher living and tax
expenses. It is important to remember that Nasser had a turbulent relationship with the
United States in the 1950s. The United States thought that Nasser would change his approach
towards the West as a result of increased international financial pressure on Egypt.
By establishing an agreement with Israel, the US believed that Nasser would cooperate with
them in limiting Soviet influence in the Middle East and promoting regional stability.
However, Nasser did not allow his debt to affect his policy on the Middle East or the West
(Cook, 2015).

In short, Nasser's administration was marked by numerous political and economic
challenges that directly impacted Egyptian society and altered its structure. Furthermore,
the Egyptian people endured significant hardship due to Egypt's economic decline, which
began during the 1967 war with Israel and persisted until Nasser's death in 1970 (Awad,
2019).
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1.4 Second Stage (1970-1981)

Following Nasser's death in 1970, Anwar Sadat became Egypt's president, governing
from 1970 to 1981(Cooper, 2013, p.123). Sadat ruled the country by resisting most of
Nasser's ideas to seek eventual friendship and recognition from the West. In 1972, Sadat
opposed Nasser's programs and embraced economic liberalism. At the same time, he
prepared the army to fight the war with Israel, which ended with the Egyptians’ victory in
October 1973, and a peace agreement was signed between the two countries in 1979 (Dunne
& Hamzawy, 2019, p.5).

Sadat inherited a poor society with several social and economic issues and complex
political circumstances. Thus, Sadat's leadership attempted to rescue the country from its
unstable state, where most people were poor, illiterate, and afflicted by sickness
(Hinnebusch, 1981). Egypt suffered from a stagnating economy driven by a system of state
capitalism throughout Sadat's presidency. As a result, most of Egypt's public sectors suffered
from significant inflation and corruption due to the government's failure to supply the capital
required for numerous social and economic developments.

On the other side, Sadat's political reconciliation with the Muslim Brotherhood group
was driven by his wish to win their backing for his intended style of governance and social
life, especially against the opposition liberal parties. Sadat's reconciliation strategy with the
Muslim Brotherhood group was one of his worst errors since it allowed them to spread
throughout Egyptian society, even though the group was obviously ineffective. This situation
led to their disagreement with most of his foreign policy towards the end of the 1970s,
especially the 1979 Camp David peace deal with Israel (Dunne & Hamzawy, 2019, p.45).

Sadat dealt with social and political problems head-on. He wanted to make the
Middle East stable, both politically and economically. Sadat started something he called
"The Corrective Revolution" to take Egypt in a new direction. His economic plan, the "Open
Door Policy," focused on fixing the money situation first, before dealing with other problems
inside the country and social issues (Kamel, 2021, p.36). This new policy got rid of
government control over Egypt's money and brought in investment from Egypt and other
countries. It seemed that Nasser's complex economic system made Sadat want to rethink
Egypt's economy and go with a free-market plan (Kamel, 2021, p.36). Lippman (1989) put

it this way: “The Egyptian economy would have to be opened up to encourage foreign
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investments, and Egypt would accept unconditional aid and loans from abroad to aid in
developments” (Lippman, 1989, p.99).

Egypt became the second-biggest receiver of US aid by 1979, shifting its allegiance
from the Soviet Union to the United States. Egypt has gotten a lot of economic and military
help from the US since the late 1970s. Sharp (2018) explained that "These successive U.S.
administrations have been justified as an essential aid to the Egyptian economy for
supporting its regional stability, building primarily long-running cooperations, especially
with the Egyptian military, and also sustaining the 1979 Egyptian Israeli peace treaty"
(Sharp, 2018, p.2).

Even though Sadat mainly focused on making peace with Egypt's neighbours and
keeping Egypt strong politically and economically, several opposition groups formed against
his rule. So, Egypt was in a tough spot during this time, even if the 1979 peace deal with
Israel is still seen as a major diplomatic win for peace between Arabs and Israel (Sharp,
2018, p.2).

To sum up Sadat's time in power, Egyptian society felt widespread unhappiness and
anger, with radical political groups like the Muslim Brotherhood opposing his policies.
Sadat's authoritarian rule ended dramatically when he was shot and killed in public in 1981

(Badsha, 2021).

1.5 Third Stage (1981-2011)

When Mubarak became president in 1981 after Sadat was killed, Egyptians faced
some big social and economic problems, like poverty, which was connected to things like
not being able to read or write, not having jobs, and big differences in income.

Mubarak tried to fix the economy by sticking with the open-door economic plan, but
it didn't really work, and the country's finances stayed bad. So, he switched to a new
economic policy that focused on selling off government-owned businesses, and this quickly
affected Egyptian society (Nagarajan, 2013, p.29). The gap between rich and poor got much
wider in the 1980s. The middle class struggled and shrank, especially towards the end of
Mubarak's time in power, while the very rich and the very poor became even more different.
Mubarak's privatization policies helped create a class of super-rich people and a new group

of business owners and elites. Because of this, the poor were largely ignored. Most Egyptians
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struggled financially and had to deal with poor public services, and they didn't see their lives
getting any better (Hibbard & Layton, 2010).

Mubarak's approach to foreign affairs was about building good relationships with the
world's most powerful countries and fixing the strained relationships with Arab nations that
had fallen apart towards the end of Sadat's time. Mubarak tried to protect Egypt from
political unrest and conflict with other countries while also saying he wanted to bring more
democracy to Egypt. However, he also brought in new rules, like suspending the constitution
and making it harder for people to have basic freedoms. A new, separate court system,
mainly using military courts, was also set up to try people accused of terrorism (Hibbard &
Layton, 2010).

As the 1990s began and the European Union came into being, a new wave of young
Egyptians looked to Europe for employment opportunities. Italy, with its relative proximity
and perceived economic prospects, became a particularly attractive destination. When word
spread about some Egyptians successfully making the journey and finding work in Italy, it
fueled a growing desire among others to do the same. This type of migration became a hot
topic of conversation and a subject of increasing interest. Egyptian news media began to
focus on this emerging trend, examining the underlying reasons that were pushing young
people to leave. They highlighted the difficulties Egyptians faced in finding decent jobs
within their own country and emphasized the instability and weakness of the Egyptian
economy. This situation was further complicated by the fact that, by the 1990s, Egypt had
undergone a series of social and economic changes, including significant economic reforms.
These reforms were often tied to financial support and guidance from international
organizations like the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and other major
global financial institutions (Hibbard & Layton, 2010). These reforms, while intended to
improve the economy, sometimes had unintended consequences, like increasing
unemployment or widening the gap between rich and poor, further contributing to the
motivation for migration.

Egypt's social and economic progress in the 1990s didn't happen because of increased
exports, as the IMF had predicted. Instead, it was driven by growth in demand within Egypt,
especially in the construction industry (Harrigan & El-Said, 2009, p.25). During Mubarak's
time, it was clear that while many people in different social and economic groups faced
serious poverty and unemployment, others became incredibly rich. These social and

economic changes led to the growth of a new middle class in Egypt. These people in the
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new middle class often drove their own cars, sent their kids to private schools, and used
private healthcare (Kamel, 2021, p.38).

It is important to remember that when Mubarak took over, he tried to fix Egypt's
relationships with other countries, especially by rebuilding good ties with most Arab nations.
He also worked to keep Egypt's promises under the 1979 peace deal with Israel, which made
him look good to the US in both politics and world affairs (Aran & Ginat, 2014). Mubarak's
successful diplomatic connections with other countries, particularly with the US government
and presidents, helped him stay in power for so long. From the start of his presidency, he
was very focused on maintaining strong ties with the United States to get their support. Teti
et al. (2017) explained that “The strengthening of the role of the US in Egyptian politics
dates back to the Cold War era and in particular during the 1970s. It was Anwar Sadat’s re-
orientation of Egypt’s foreign policy that brought the country under the US sphere of
influence” (Teti et al., 2017, p.93).

Mubarak's time in power saw some positive changes and progress in Egypt's social,
economic, and political life. However, his rule also had problems and weaknesses, including
a lot of political corruption. These negative things, like social problems and political
instability within his government, created significant divisions within Egyptian society and
increased inequality. This became a major concern, leading to large protests on January 25,
2011. People demanded change and democracy, which eventually led to his removal from
power after 30 years of rule. Protests erupted across Egypt against Mubarak's government,
calling for freedom, democracy, and an end to the corruption and oppression that had become

deeply ingrained in the system.

1.6 Current Situation in Egypt (2011-2024)

Egyptian civil society, including groups and organisations outside of the government,
was a major force behind the January 2011 revolution. The different movements pushing
for change and the organizations working for human rights spoke for what people wanted,
especially the demand for fairness and justice after so much oppression that had hurt many
people active in politics and society (Yefet, 2024). It has been more than ten years since the
January 2011 revolution, and Egypt has been through a very unstable period of change and
uncertainty. This includes the removal of Mubarak, who had been in charge for thirty long

years, the short and troubled rule of the Muslim Brotherhood from 2012 to 2013, and then
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the period of temporary government from 2013 to 2014. During all this time, Egypt has been
struggling with lots of difficult problems involving the economy, the well-being of its
people, and the political system (El-Sherif, 2014).

The fall of Mubarak's regime, brought about by the January 2011 revolution, led to
big changes in the way people talked and thought about things in Egypt. Groups and ideas
that had been pushed to the sidelines before suddenly had chances to get involved in the
country's politics. They wanted to play a leading role in rebuilding and reshaping Egyptian
society.

The Islamist movement won the parliamentary elections, giving the Muslim
Brotherhood a majority in Parliament. In June 2013, thirteen people ran in Egypt's first truly
open presidential election. The final round was between Mohamed Morsi, the Brotherhood's
candidate, and Ahmed Shafiq, a former Prime Minister. Mohamed Morsi won the election,
and General Abdel Fattah El-Sisi became the Minister of Defence and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces (El-Sherif, 2014).

President Mohamed Morsi struggled to separate his role as president from his deep
ties to the Muslim Brotherhood. Essentially, the group took over running the country, and
its leaders controlled the media, using it to push their own ideas on everyone. This caused a
lot of tension and conflict between the Brotherhood and other groups in society. On top of
that, the economy was getting worse, there were constant power outages, and even fuel for
cars was hard to find. As a result, most Egyptians became very unhappy and wanted the
Muslim Brotherhood out of power. People were fed up with poverty, instability, and the
decline of important public services, so huge protests broke out against Morsi's government
in June 2013, demanding he be removed. Millions of people filled the streets all over Egypt
on June 30, 2013, calling for the end of the Brotherhood's rule (El-Sherif, 2014).

This period in Egypt, from 2011 to 2013, was marked by political instability, which
hurt the country's economic growth. Tourism, a key part of the economy, was especially
affected. For example, the number of tourists visiting Egypt dropped from 14 million in
2010 to 9.5 million in 2011 and then fell even further to just 5.3 million in 2016. This decline
in tourism meant less foreign money coming into the country, which made it harder to
manage the economy (Echevarria & Garcia-Enriquez, 2020). At that time, Egypt was also
struggling with high inflation and unemployment, and the gap between the rich and poor

grew much larger (Saidin & Storm, 2024, p.8).
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After the Muslim Brotherhood was removed from power in June 2013, the discussion
about what it means to be Egyptian became even more prominent, particularly after Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi won the 2014 elections. The new president aimed to shape a new understanding
of Egyptian identity that aligned with his own policies. He launched the "Building the New
Egyptian Man" initiative, entrusting Egyptian religious institutions with the task of boosting
Egyptians' self-confidence, given the challenges the country faced. These efforts focus on
developing a new generation of Egyptians, especially young people, who will support the
current political system and have the skills needed to promote state policies both at home

and abroad (Winter & Shiloah, 2019).
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Concluding Remarks

This chapter gives a quick look at how Egyptian society's economy and social
structure have changed from 1805 to 2024. For four centuries, Egypt was part of the Ottoman
Empire (1517-1914), developing its own unique political and cultural structure. To
understand the social shifts in the mid-1800s, we have to talk about Muhammad Ali (1805—
1848). This Albanian officer, who rose through the ranks of the Turkish army, is considered
the founder of modern Egypt, and the Ottoman Empire even recognized him as the ruler of
Egypt in 1805. After him came Khedive Said (1854—-1863). His biggest achievement was
the Suez Canal project. This shortcut between Europe and the East, connecting the Red Sea
and the Mediterranean, was a game-changer.

Egypt thrived under Said, and he encouraged Europeans, especially skilled
professionals and engineers, to settle there, particularly in Cairo and Alexandria. Then came
Khedive Ismail, Muhammad Ali’s son. The Suez Canal finally opened in 1869, making
East-West connections much easier. Nevertheless, Ismail's spending habits and questionable
policies landed Egypt in deep debt to European banks. Eventually, Egypt had to sell its share
in the Suez Canal Company to the British, which paved the way for British control in 1882.
The British occupation (1882-1952) brought big changes to Egyptian society. We saw the
rise of nationalist movements, like the Orabi movement, led by figures like Mustafa Kamel
and Saad Zaghloul, culminating in the 1919 revolution and the eventual end of British rule.
This struggle for independence led to the formation of political parties and the rise of new,
young leaders. Parliament flourished, elections were held, and Egypt finally gained
independence.

To boost its economic independence, Egypt started focusing on its own resources,
leading to the creation of Bank Misr in 1920. This bank helped build factories, keep the
economy running, and even fund the first Egyptian film studio. Egyptian culture and
literature also blossomed during this time, with many new writers and authors emerging.
Cairo became a hub for Arab culture, earning the nickname "Hollywood of the East."

In 1952, a group of army officers overthrew the king, turning Egypt into a republic. The
country faced setbacks, like the defeat in the 1967 war with Israel, but bounced back to win
the 1973 war. Different economic policies were tried over the years, from Sadat's "open
door" policy to Mubarak's privatization, which ultimately led to his removal in 2011 after

massive protests.
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The years following the 2011 revolution were turbulent. The Muslim Brotherhood
won the elections, and Mohamed Morsi became president in 2012, but their rule was short-
lived. Massive protests led to their removal, and Abdel Fattah El-Sisi became president. The
political instability between 2011 and 2013 hurt the economy, especially tourism, leading to
a shortage of foreign currency, high inflation, and unemployment.

After taking office in 2014, President EI-Sisi aimed to rebuild Egyptian identity,
working with religious institutions. A key positive outcome of the 2011 revolution, though,
is the increased political and economic awareness among Egyptians, fueled by better internet

access and social media.
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CHAPTER TWO
SITUATION OF GLOBAL IMMIGRATION

This chapter will first examine the reasons why people migrate, exploring their
motivations and the factors that push or pull them to leave their home countries. Next, it will
discuss the EU's border policies, including how they manage the movement of people across
borders and how they handle the process of migrants becoming legal residents. Finally, the
chapter will analyse how migration issues are portrayed and discussed in the media.

Immigration is a major global issue, presenting complex challenges and raising
serious concerns. Looking closely at these challenges reveals a connection between new
migration patterns, often involving transnational organised crime and the specific
circumstances in different regions. The hope for a better life is a powerful motivator,
influencing where people choose to go and the routes they take. Even though these journeys
can be incredibly dangerous, with the risk of death at the border, people are still willing to
take them to reach their goals (International Organization for Migration Report, 2024).

Migration has definitely captured the world's attention. It is a frequent topic in the
news because it is such a tough problem, whether a country is where migrants come from, a
place they pass through, or their final destination. Immigration has changed over time, and
it is connected to a variety of things that are different from region to region.

One of the most basic reasons people migrate is economic. They might be looking
for better job opportunities, higher wages, or a chance to escape poverty. Political factors
also play a big role, such as instability caused by civil wars, conflicts, and human rights
abuses. People may be forced to flee their homes to escape violence or persecution. Social
factors, like rapid population growth, also create challenges. Countries receiving migrants
and refugees face pressure to provide enough jobs, housing, and social services. Another
factor that can influence migration decisions is the positive image of immigration often
portrayed by those who have already made the journey. For example, someone who
immigrated to Europe found success and then returned home might inspire others to consider
a similar path, particularly those living in developing countries where opportunities are
limited. These positive stories can create a perception that migration is a guaranteed path to

a better life, even though the reality is often much more complex and challenging.
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Because of the negative effects of immigration on the countries that receive migrants,
several strategies have been tried to deal with this issue. For instance, these countries have
organised many international and regional meetings and conferences to discuss the problem.
They have also given financial aid to developing countries where many migrants come from,
hoping to address the root causes of migration. And, of course, they have taken action against
people who break immigration laws. However, many of the policies and rules that have been
put in place actually make it harder for migrants to become part of their new communities.
These complex and sometimes restrictive regulations can force migrants to stay in detention
centres or deportation camps for long periods, creating additional hardship and hindering
their ability to build new lives (Lindstrem, 2005). These policies, while perhaps intended to
control immigration flows, can have unintended negative consequences for the migrants
themselves and can even create new problems.

On July 13, 2008, a partnership agreement was created between the European Union
and sixteen countries in the Southern Mediterranean region, including Egypt. This agreement
called the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, aimed to build cooperative relationships that
would encourage economic integration and democratic changes in the EU's neighbouring
countries in North Africa and the Middle East. This partnership offers a valuable chance for
in-depth conversations and consultations between countries that send migrants and those that
receive them. The goal of these discussions would be to address the root causes and
motivations behind immigration, ultimately aiming to reduce the flow of migrants. Such a
dialogue could help develop a shared understanding and lead to effective and fair measures
for a true partnership. This would involve collaborative efforts between Egypt and European
nations to develop legislative ideas that could be used both internationally and within

individual countries (Zebakh et al., 2023).

2.1 Immigration: Causes and Motives

Conflict is a significant factor that leads to forced displacement. This can include
perceived threats, instability, armed conflicts, widespread insecurity, political persecution,
civil and ethnic strife, human rights violations, inter-communal tensions, or attacks on
civilians, often happening during transitions to democracy. The number of people forcibly
displaced by war, conflict, persecution, human rights abuses, and events disrupting public

order reached a record high of 79.5 million by the end of 2019. This is almost double the 41
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million displaced people in 2010, and significantly higher than the 70.8 million displaced in
2018. In 2019, over two-thirds (68%) of all refugees worldwide came from just five
countries: Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, and Somalia (UNHCR, 2020b).

Moreover, economic factors are consistently a reason why people decide to move.
Job opportunities and differences in pay are really important when people are thinking about
migrating. The fact that wages and living standards are often much higher in the countries
people go to compared to where they come from is a big influence on international migration.
Lately, there's been a lot of attention on the possibility of more and more people migrating
from African countries to the European Union. This is mainly because of slow economic
growth in Africa and the fact that the population there is expected to keep growing until
2050. This potential increase in migration has led to many political discussions and
initiatives in both Europe and Africa. Images of overloaded boats carrying refugees across
the Mediterranean have become common in the news, which often focuses on these dramatic
and tragic events during the migration process (Kebede et al., 2019).

While the media need to report on these dramatic incidents, they shouldn't only focus
on them. Beyond these catastrophes, the news needs to give the public a much fuller picture.
They should be exploring the deeper questions: What actually forces people to leave their
homes in the first place? What kind of difficulties and realities do migrants face when they
arrive in a new country? And what happens to them during their often dangerous journeys?
By providing a more complete and nuanced story, the media can help people better
understand the complex issue of migration.

Researchers have recognised the need to study immigration closely, especially how
well the many systems and strategies created by the international community are working to
address this issue, which has become a problem both within individual countries and across
the world. However, the global community's efforts need to be re-evaluated to truly solve
this complex issue because a key reason why existing approaches haven't been successful is
that they tend to focus too narrowly on the economic factors driving migration while
ignoring the many other important reasons why people move. Therefore, the best way to
tackle immigration is to consider all the different economic, social, and political aspects and
also to increase public awareness about why it is so important to address this issue
effectively. A comprehensive solution must look at the whole picture, not just one piece of

it.
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Philo et al. (2013) argue that the way the global economy works has a big impact on
the rising number of immigrants coming from developing and emerging countries. They
suggest that Western capitalist countries are the primary beneficiaries of this global
economic system, which is heavily influenced by organizations like the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. IMF policies often push developing countries
to adopt free-market principles as a way to achieve economic growth. However, this often
comes at the cost of vital public services like education and healthcare, forcing people in
these countries to seek opportunities elsewhere (Philo et al., 2013).

Furthermore, Western countries, often influenced by powerful multinational
corporations, use their foreign policy to boost their own economic growth, sometimes by
fueling armed conflicts in various parts of the world and supporting corrupt leaders in Africa
and South America. The arms trade, in particular, contributes to increased global
immigration. A 2007 UNHCR report indicated that the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
initiated by the United States and the United Kingdom, were responsible for a significant
portion of global immigration. At the same time, there is often public debate in Western
countries, like England, about the supposed dangers of terrorism and crimes committed by
asylum seekers. This stark contradiction reveals a certain hypocrisy and contributes to
increased hostility towards people from developing countries. The research contends that
this negative view won't simply change with shifts in political rhetoric. Instead, they argue
that the West needs to fundamentally change its policies (Philo et al., 2013).

In the same regard, Noorwali et al. (2022) set out to track the journey of immigration,
starting with the social, economic, and psychological reasons why people migrate, along
with the global factors that influence young people's decisions to leave their home countries.
The study also wanted to understand the consequences of this phenomenon. The researchers
looked at the legal aspects of immigration and discussed some of the social and demographic
traits of migrants. Their study also included ways to identify the psychological challenges
faced by young migrants. Here are some of their key findings: First, the study found that
economic reasons are the biggest factor pushing young people to migrate. Italy stands out as
the country most often thought about by young people considering immigration, and it is
seen as the most desirable destination. Second, the researchers concluded that immigration
is likely to keep increasing if the underlying reasons and conditions that encourage it remain.
Third, they emphasised the need for government authorities to properly fulfil their social

responsibilities. This includes achieving comprehensive development for everyone in
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society, but especially focusing on training and supporting workers. Essentially, they are
saying that if governments don't address the root causes of migration and invest in their
people, especially young workers, then immigration will likely continue to be a significant
issue (Noorwali et al., 2022).

Bommes et al. (2014) examined the political and social changes that made increased
immigration to neighbouring countries more likely, focusing on the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region, especially after the Arab Spring. The Arab Spring, which started in
Tunisia in December 2010 and then spread to Egypt, Syria, and Yemen, resulted in millions
of refugees migrating. The conflicts in the MENA region can be categorised as follows: (1)
Conlflicts over disputed borders left over from the colonial era. (2) Disputes about maritime
boundaries. (3) Conflicts caused by shortages of resources like oil and water. (4) Conflicts
rooted in ideological differences. (5) Conflicts related to protecting minority groups. (6) The
Arab-Israeli conflict. In general, security problems and political and economic instability are
the most noticeable characteristics of Middle-Eastern Countries that have been going
through a period of change since the Arab Spring. These issues have fueled conflicts within
these countries. Furthermore, social protests were widespread and predictable because the
economic and developmental hopes of those who participated in the Arab Spring protests
had not been fulfilled (Bommes et al., 2014). The research also pointed to the importance of
fairly distributing government resources and development programs among the population.
If some groups feel excluded from political, economic, and social progress, it can lead to
more social protests, demonstrations, and sometimes even armed resistance. This, in turn,
creates more instability within those societies and increases the amount of migration
(Bommes et al., 2014).

Focusing on the conflict in Syria, Ferris & Kirisci (2016) noted the international
community's general agreement that most Syrian refugees would likely stay in neighbouring
countries in the future. This stance creates many challenges, especially for countries like
Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, which have taken in about 90% of the Syrian refugees
registered in the region. Their research aimed to understand the economic, social, and
political consequences of this large influx of refugees in these three countries. Initially,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey welcomed the first wave of refugees with an open-door policy,
believing that the Syrian government would soon fall and the refugees would quickly return
home. However, the Russian intervention in northern Syria in late 2015 made the situation

much worse. Russia's support for the Syrian government led to even more refugees fleeing
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to neighbouring countries (Ferris & Kirisci, 2016). Many questions remain about how the
international community will work together to identify and meet the needs of these refugees.
The significant increase in refugees living outside of formal camps has led to numerous
social problems, including difficulties adapting to new societies and the struggle to access
basic services like education and healthcare. In Turkey, the language barrier presents a
particularly large obstacle for many refugees trying to survive and navigate the challenges
they face (Ferris & Kirisci, 2016).

According to Ferris and Kirisci (2016), the influx of Syrian refugees into
neighbouring countries has generated a complex mix of economic and political
consequences.

Economically, it is a mixed bag. One problem is that prices, especially for housing,
have gone up. This can make things tough for people living there already and can cause hard
feelings. Also, more people looking for work, including refugees willing to take jobs that
don't pay much or have taxes taken out, can mean lower wages for everyone. And the
government misses out on tax money. However, it is not all bad. The refugees coming in
also led to more economic activity. Lots of aid groups came to help, and they created new
jobs, even some for skilled workers. These groups spend money in the countries, which helps
the economies grow a bit. Consequently, while there is more competition for some jobs, the
extra help and activity can balance things out a little (Ferris & Kirisci, 2016).

Politically, things changed too. At first, people welcomed the Syrian refugees and
were open to them. But over time, that changed, and people became less friendly. They
started calling for the refugees to leave, worried about things like not having enough
resources and safety. It is hard to manage the situation when so many people have to leave
their homes for a long time. Since the situation in Syria doesn't seem to be getting better
anytime soon, the world needs to realize that the refugees will probably stay in these other
countries for a long time, and we need to find better ways to help them live there, share
resources fairly, and try to fix the problems that made them leave Syria in the first place, so

things don't get even worse (Ferris & Kirisci, 2016).

2.2 EU Border Policy: Collaboration and Coordination

With the European Union's stricter border security restrictions, Turkey and Morocco

play a critical role as transit countries in the issue of immigration production. As a result,
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solemn cooperation agreements between the European Union and international organisations
such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and those two nations are required. Based
on Ustiibici (2018), Morocco, which is only fourteen kilometres from Spanish territory, is a
common destination for migrants from Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa seeking to enter the
European Union via the Mediterranean Sea. On the other hand, Turkey has had multiple
waves of immigration from nations such as Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan since the 1980s and
Syrian migrants fleeing the conflict in Syria in 2011 (Ustiibici, 2018). Turkey plays a
significant role in the issue of irregular migration, according to its geographical location
between the continents of Asia, Africa, and Europe. Four elements make Turkey an attractive
center for immigrants. First, the political conflicts in neighbouring countries. Second is its
geographical location. Third, the policy structure of the European Union deflected migrants'
paths toward Turkey. Finally, the Turkish economy is considered the strongest in the region
(Ustiibici, 2018).

Three groups of irregular migrants are immigrating to Turkey. The first group is
immigrants for economic reasons, and most of them are from countries in the Middle East,
such as Iran and Iraq. They entered Turkey intending to transit, and after a while, they
planned to continue their journey toward the developed countries in Western Europe. The
second group is immigrants from the former Soviet Union countries like the Russian
Federation and Ukraine; those migrants entered Turkey legally and then worked in
agriculture and industry in the Turkish West after the expiry of their visas. The third group
is asylum seekers, especially those coming from Iraq and Iran; while their applications have
been rejected or are still being processed, they do not intend to return to their countries and
prefer to continue residing in Turkey, which reflects the importance of the Turkish role
regarding the immigration issues (Baumann et al., 2011). In addition, Turkey has faced many
waves of migrants and asylum seekers as a transit zone between the Middle East and Europe.
It is considered a pivotal point between the regions of immigrants and asylum seekers and
the European Union territory (Baumann et al., 2011). Furthermore, the issue of borders and
visa regulations is constantly evolving within the European Union, and practical cooperation
with transit countries in immigration has become one of the essential tools of the European
Union's immigration policies. Hence, the partnership between the European Union and these
two countries has begun. Moreover, border controls, technical and financial aid, and

readmission agreements have become essential tools in the fight against irregular

36



immigration into the EU. Although Turkey was moved away from joining the European
Union, the EU continuously pressured Turkey to tighten its border control procedures. On
the other hand, the Turkish administration may face financial and social crises due to its
attempts to integrate immigrants into society, negatively affecting future negotiations with
the European Union (Baumann et al., 2011).

The EU's strict border policy did not end irregular cross-border migration. Instead, it
increased the length of stay of migrants in transit countries, which increased the number of
foreign people with no rights or legal status. On the other hand, Morocco received national
and international criticism in 2013 for its treatment of immigrants. As a result of these
criticisms, the Moroccan government declared a significant shift in immigration laws and
acknowledged that the country had become an immigration hotspot. Therefore, many
proposals were also made to develop new regulations that would make integrating
immigrants into Moroccan society easier (Ustiibici, 2018).

In this regard, it should be noted that policies of coordination and cooperation
between the European Union and European countries in immigration and border security
were implemented practically after the European Union's expansion in 2004, which resulted
in the application of high-level security standards. Furthermore, there is a need to improve
EU-wide cooperation and coordination (Micinski, 2022). The beginning of this coordination
happened in 1985 with the Schengen Agreement, which permitted the free movement of
persons inside the Schengen area and created standard regulations on border security, visa
policy, and information exchange. Cooperation between European Union member states has
gone through various stages. In 1993, the Maastricht Treaty was signed. The issue of
immigration became a broader responsibility of the European community after it was the
exclusive responsibility of countries only; in general, the Maastricht Treaty made migration
a common interest (Parenti & Tealdi, 2023). Then, the Lisbon Treaty in 2009 stipulated that
a new partnership was formed between EU countries and EU institutions. However, the
migration crisis in 2015 exposed a significant gap in EU countries' ability to deal with
migration at the state level. As a result, the European Union increased the budget of
FRONTEX (Coast Guard Agency) to 460 million euros to strengthen the state's capability
in the field of migration. FRONTEX joined the work of the EU member states in border
control operations and the deportation of individuals who had not been granted refugee status
or who had been recognised by national authorities to be deported outside the European

Union (Micinski, 2022).
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The European Union initially tried to adopt a coordination policy on immigration

policies among EU member states. However, coordination failure prompted the European
Union to adopt a new cooperation policy. Thus, the EU, especially after the migration crisis
in 2015, worked on adding more cooperation with member states in tightening border
security and exercising the power of detention and deportation (Micinski, 2022).
It should be noted that the heightened security measures at EU borders, through strict
monitoring and prosecution of irregular migrants, sometimes lead to imprisonment or
deportation of the migrants to their origin countries. As a result, approximately 2-4 million
irregular migrants are present on European territory. Like the rest of the population, they
walk in the streets and drive cars, and some work informally. These undocumented migrants
receive support from NGOs and international community organisations to integrate them
into the local community and help them access social and medical services (Chauvin &
Garcés-Mascarefias, 2014). However, in many cases, in contrast to the national government,
the local authorities are helping these undocumented immigrants to integrate and adapt to
society. For example, the city of Barcelona converted its population registry into what can
be called resident citizenship, which means that anyone who registers in that census can
access health services, education, childcare, and schools. However, this contradicts the fact
that these immigrants do not obtain a work permit. Therefore, they cannot work legally,
which is the responsibility of the national government. Taking into account the increase and
growth of anti-immigration parties in some European countries might hinder the policies of
local authorities toward the further integration of immigrants into society (Chauvin &
Garcés-Mascarenas, 2014).

The European Union member states used the Schengen visa system to force the third-
world countries to control the number of citizens entitled to travel or immigrate to the
European Union zone. However, EU member states' current monitoring of immigration
issues is insufficient to achieve the goal. Hence, the EU member states have appointed many
officers in the third countries, whose task is to negotiate with the authorities of these
countries to increase the monitoring privileges of the EU member states. These officers are
also working on arresting all those involved in migrant operations to slow down this type of
migration. In this light, it is worth mentioning that the French government passed a law in
2005 empowering the French navy to combat immigration that relies on migrants being
transported by boat across the Mediterranecan Sea (Clochard & Dupeyron, 2007).

Furthermore, in 1998, the European Union developed a new initiative for third countries, the
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Euro-Mediterranean Partnership's financial instrument. The mission of this program is to
create democratic institutions in the third countries of the southern and eastern
Mediterranean to put in place the necessary measures to prevent and reduce immigration.
However, the European Union's measures have shown their flaws in practice, forcing more
discussions concerning border management controls and addressing the adverse effects of
immigration. Similarly, the researchers suggest that EU member states must strengthen
cooperation and provide the essential capacities for successful border control. Hence,
proposals such as establishing transit centres to examine asylum applications outside the
European Union zone will help create a new turning point towards developing the European
Union's policies on immigration (Clochard & Dupeyron, 2007).

Bommes et al. (2014) looked at how the European Union's immigration rules affect
countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) like Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and
Lebanon. Their research cantered on how the EU's relationships with these countries
changed after the Arab Spring uprisings in 2010 and how those changes affected the
governments in the MENA region.

To understand how the EU sees migration, sometimes as a threat, and sometimes as

a manageable risk, the EU tries to talk directly with countries outside the EU, like Egypt and
Morocco. The idea is that these countries could help the EU by cracking down on people
trying to enter the EU illegally. So, it is really important to see how the EU's approach to
immigration outside its own borders has evolved, particularly after the Arab Spring.
It is worth remembering that the foundation for how the EU and MENA countries deal with
migration was laid down a while ago with the Barcelona Process in 1995. This later became
the "Union for the Mediterranean and the European Neighbourhood Policy," which includes
ten MENA countries as partners. So, there's a history of these relationships that shapes how
things are handled today (Bommes et al., 2014).

Making immigration a key part of how the European Union deals with MENA
countries has become a top priority for the EU. It is so important that talking about migration
1S now a must in any new agreements or partnerships. The EU really focuses on things like
keeping borders secure, managing migration flows, and stopping human trafficking — these
are the main goals of their immigration policies. Getting countries to agree to take back their
citizens who are living illegally in the EU has also become a big deal.

On the other hand, EU countries have been pushing the EU Commission to make

these "readmission agreements" happen and to give money and support to developing
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countries so they can find long-term solutions to the problem of people migrating without
the right papers (Bommes et al., 2014). Both the EU countries and the Commission now
understand they really need to work together much better on immigration policies and that
the people making these policies need to focus on reducing the number of people coming in
illegally.

Because simply having strict immigration rules hasn't worked and has actually made
illegal immigration a bigger problem worldwide, it is not enough just to control borders. It
is also crucial to have and enforce immigration policies that work across whole regions
(Casarico et al., 2015).

Miyagiwa & Sato (2019) wanted to see how rules about immigration, both those
controlling borders (external) and those inside countries (internal), affect things when people
want to go to several different countries. They focused on how most immigrants hope to
end up in Europe, even if they first arrive in one European country and then move to another.
Miyagiwa & Sato (2018) also studied how immigration rules and unemployment are
connected in the countries that take in immigrants. The study suggests that big-picture border
control rules (external enforcement) should be handled by a central government or a group
of countries (like the EU). Nonetheless, they believe that each individual country should get
to decide how to enforce the rules inside their own borders (internal enforcement).

Finally, to make immigration a win-win for the countries receiving immigrants,
Miyagiwa & Sato (2019) argue that it is important to think of the work done by people born
in the country and the work done by immigrants as things that complement each other, not

as competing for the same jobs.

2.3 Movement across Borders and Dealing with Border Death.

Movement through borders never stops in the search for the best. Regarding Greece,
in 1991, the International Society noted an increase in Albanians immigrating to Greece.
(Baldwin-Edwards, 2004, p.52) Considering the Greeks' hatred of foreign immigrants, with
the media's support, the Greek government's position referred to denial that Greece is an
immigration destination country. At the same time, there is an absence of census numbers of
immigrants in the Greek region. However, immigration is the usual pattern of entering

Greece, whether by crossing the border illegally via Albania and staying illegally after the

40



expiry of a tourist visa or by working in Greece without a legal work permit. From a practical
point of view, it is impossible to measure the size of the waves of immigration in Greece due
to the lack of accurate statistics on the number of immigrants. However, data can be provided
by measuring border arrests and the number of those arrested and deported due to their illegal
residence. This situation leads to the concealing of facts from the general control of
immigration (Baldwin-Edwards, 2004, p.53).

Inaccurate data on asylum seekers in Greece often leads to the denial of their
applications. This suggests a lack of concern among Greek policymakers regarding the issue
and has attracted European criticisms. Indeed, the lack and inaccuracy of immigration data
may be strategically exploited as a defence mechanism. Consequently, continued
immigration to Greece, including both Albanian immigrants and new arrivals from Africa
and the Middle East, is anticipated. This study concludes that improving and developing
Greece's residence database, in accordance with EU migration statistics standards, is crucial
for accurately quantifying immigration flows (Baldwin-Edwards, 2004).

Another migration movement from Senegal and Gambia towards Spain has been
noticed. The first African immigrants to Spain came overland through France in 1988. Then,
with the tightening of French border procedures and the strict French visa regime,
immigrants began to enter Spain through the Strait of Gibraltar using small boats. During
the nineties, migrants from West Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa, other than those from
Morocco, continued their attempts to enter Spain, but their journeys became very expensive
and lengthy. Therefore, since 2005, they have started to cross barbed wire and climb fences
in Ceuta and Melilla, despite the control of the Spanish authorities in these two regions
(Graw, 2021). The motive for immigration from Senegal and Gambia is money, as the
economic situation is fragile for most people in those countries. According to the study,
when discussing immigration to Europe, especially in Spain, money is the focus of the
debates. Other factors, such as globalisation, which refers to the international movement of
people, products, ideas, and capital, also drive people in these two African countries to
migrate to Europe (Graw, 2021).

Stock (2019) analysed the journeys of sub-Saharan migrants to Morocco, examining
their experiences from departure to arrival. For these individuals, migration is often an
existential imperative, driven by the desire for social mobility and self-actualisation. They
view themselves as adventurers, not simply transit migrants, seeking a sense of pride. While

economic factors may play a role, their migration is primarily motivated by the need to build
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a future and achieve self-determined goals. Often prompted by a confluence of political and
economic circumstances, these migrants typically embark on their journeys without a
concrete plan (Stock, 2019). The research demonstrates that increasingly restrictive border
controls, intended to limit legal African migration, are ineffective. Rather than deterring
migration, these measures force migrants onto longer, more perilous routes due to their
inability to access necessary documentation like passports, visas, and plane tickets. At the
same time, their determination to migrate and achieve their goals remains undiminished. The
study also reveals that legal immigration procedures from Africa have become increasingly
complex and stringent. Consequently, prospective migrants must rely on informal social and
economic networks for protection during their journey and extended stays in various
countries as they prepare for onward travel. This transforms migration from a choice into a
necessity, with reaching Europe becoming the ultimate objective of this adventure (Stock,
2019).

Costantino (2014) quantitatively analysed immigrant flows to the US and the EU
between 2000 and 2011, examining the role of criminal organizations in facilitating these
movements. The study investigated established drivers of immigration, including growth
rate, unemployment rate, and minimum wage, within both regions. Border arrest data were
also incorporated into the analysis. The findings indicate that a significant portion of
immigration involves facilitated cross-border movement. Therefore, the study suggests
developing an enforcement strategy that disrupts funding for illegal immigration operations
by strengthening methods for monitoring money laundering and corruption in emigration
countries (Costantino, 2014).

Several studies have investigated border deaths, analysing their nature, causes, and
consequences. Gombeer et al. (2019) define border death as the physical death of an
individual during a border crossing, and it is different from legal and social death. Legal
death refers to the presumed death of an individual lost in hazardous circumstances,
particularly after an extended period without any indication of survival. In the context of
migration, legal death signifies the loss of a migrant during a border crossing, where the
body remains unrecovered. Social death, conversely, denotes a condition in which an
individual is deprived of fundamental legal protections. Within the framework of migration
studies, social death describes the experience of a person subjected to violence at a border
and simultaneously denied recognition as a fully human being by the broader society. After

establishing a definition of border death, this study explores its causative factors, including
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border policing strategies related to apprehensions, the methods employed by smugglers,
and the influence of state and organisational policies and restrictions that contribute to
increasingly perilous migration routes. The research concludes that determining the exact
causes and circumstances of border deaths is a complex undertaking, involving numerous
interacting factors, notably the influence of both domestic and international policies.
Relatedly, the study also examines the phenomenon of after-border death, exemplified by
the experiences of migrants who, having crossed borders, find themselves in precarious
situations. For instance, migrants reaching Greek islands like Lesvos and residing in camps
have been deprived of fundamental rights due to EU policies aimed at restricting access.
This situation is further compounded by negative attitudes from local Greek communities
stemming from the increased camp populations, which in turn generate various political,
social, and economic challenges for Greek society (Gombeer et al., 2019).

Kovras & Robins (2016) illustrate the tragic reality of border deaths with the case
of a young Syrian woman whose body was discovered on the shores of Lesbos, Greece, in
March 2013. She, along with her mother and sister, had fled the Syrian war and attempted
to reach the EU by crossing the Aegean Sea from Turkey. Tragically, the bodies of her
mother and sister were found the same day on the shores of a nearby Greek village. These
deaths are considered a direct consequence of the EU's securitised migration agenda, a policy
rejected by the residents of Lesbos. As Kovras & Robins (2016) argue, migrants and refugees
represent one of the most devastating outcomes of EU border policy. This study reveals two
key findings: First, there is a striking disparity between the extensive media coverage of
Mediterranean shipwrecks and the near-total silence surrounding the handling of deceased
border crossers. Second, numerous attempts have been made to frame these deaths as mere
accidents within the context of the EU's border security policy and its growth while at the
same time ignoring the increasing frequency of such incidents and the lack of transparency
regarding the management of migrants' remains. Consequently, the militarisation of EU
borders has intensified human suffering (Kovras & Robins, 2016).

The challenge of accurately forecasting migration flows and the importance of such
predictions for developing and adapting realistic migration policies have motivated scholarly
interest in migration patterns. Wisniowski et al. (2012) analysed immigration flows and
concluded that such predictions are naturally difficult for several reasons. A key obstacle is
the absence of a universally accepted definition of migration, along with the complexities of

effectively measuring population movement. Furthermore, understanding the diverse and
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evolving factors that influence future migration, such as political transitions, armed conflicts,
and social unrest, presents a significant challenge. Migration is a dynamic, rather than a
static, phenomenon, and assuming its stability can lead to flawed predictions that mislead
both users and policymakers. Therefore, short-term prediction, ideally within a five-to-ten-
year timeframe, offers the most reliable approach. Longer-term projections are prone to
inaccuracy and lack a solid empirical foundation, potentially harming the development of
carefully considered migration policies (Wisniowski et al., 2012).

Pietsch & Clark (2015) observe that international attention to public concerns
surrounding temporary and irregular migration, a prominent issue in Europe during the
1980s and early 1990s, coincided with a rapid increase in migrant arrivals in Southern
Europe, particularly in Spain, Italy, and Greece. By 2002, annual migrant arrivals in the EU
reached approximately 2 million (Pietsch & Clark, 2015). The study indicates widespread
public opposition to increased migration within most EU nations. Consequently, EU
migration policy concerning irregular migrants and asylum seekers has become increasingly
restrictive since the 1980s and 1990s, driven by economic and demographic considerations.
These include concerns among EU member states regarding unemployment, wage
depression, crime rates, border security, and the perceived impact of new migration flows
on national identity. Conversely, some European nations face declining populations, a
demographic challenge that migration could potentially mitigate (Pietsch & Clark, 2015).
Furthermore, the high demand for highly skilled migrants has shifted migration policy from
the national to the EU level, making it a contentious issue among member states. This has
fostered a growing recognition of the need for a unified EU migration and asylum policy.
The study suggests that the European Parliament and other EU institutions should play a
more prominent role in immigration policy decision-making, particularly by improving

migrants' living conditions through legislative action (Pietsch & Clark, 2015).

2.4 Remittances, Skilled Labour Migration, and Brain Drain.

Migrants’ remittances to their families back home contribute to the economic,
security, and social advancement of their nations. Hence, the debate revolves around on one
hand, the extent of the importance of these money transfers in alleviating poverty among

specific individuals in the areas of origin of migrants and, on the other hand, the state's ability
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to manage these critical resources better to achieve development. Bearing in mind that the
attempts of the state to address these money transfers may go differently than planned for
the achievement of development in some cases. For example, suppose the migrants find that
the money they send to their families goes to the general development goals sponsored by
the government. In that case, they may resort to transferring money through informal
channels, or they may stop sending money entirely. Therefore, the study takes this point into
account when governments develop policies for managing migrant remittances to countries
of origin (Skeldon, 2010).

The study confirmed that the migration of highly skilled people was viewed
negatively, especially in the countries of origin, because these countries lose people who
may be able to achieve development within their countries. Individuals in these countries
may accept training in a specific skill or learn a profession to find a job abroad that requires
the availability of this skill. However, governments must not overstate the fear of the
emigration of qualified and skilled people. Policymakers should accept that immigration is
not separable from development, and increasing welfare leads to population movement.
Therefore, migration does not necessarily have negative consequences for development

(Skeldon, 2010).

2.5 Migrants’ Legalisation

Migration is definitely a big challenge for us today, and a lot of the reasons behind it
are tied to how our governments are set up and how politics works. When we look at the
problems caused by the different immigration rules in European countries, we see that these
issues affect important things like public health, social services, legal help, and even how
well migrant children do in school. These are all areas that need attention and resources.

Many migrants are looking for work, and they often find jobs in areas like
housework, caring for people, home renovations, and fixing electronics. These kinds of
services are needed, and migrants often offer them at reasonable prices, so many families
find this a good option. Migrants also play a big role in the construction industry, which
relies heavily on their labour. This has become even more noticeable since the EU made it
easier for people to offer services across borders, which has increased the demand for
migrant workers. Basically, these sectors depend on migrant labour, and the availability of

that labour influences how these sectors function and how much they cost.
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The way migrants integrate into society has a wide range of impacts on employment
and the economy. To grasp this, we have to look at the opportunities migrants get and also
the barriers they run into in all sorts of areas of life. Immigration throws some tough
questions at governments, making them think hard about what they absolutely must do, what
they can do, and what they simply cannot do with their immigration policies.

Countries feel very strongly that they have the right to control who comes into their
country and who is allowed to stay. However, migration often conflicts with this right, and
it is a perfect example of how hard it is to make those laws stick. While countries want to be
in charge of their borders, the reality of people moving makes that control difficult to
achieve.

Bommes & D'Amato (2012) suggest that we can find ways to handle the problems
that come with migration and that there are practical solutions we can use. These solutions
can be anything from giving undocumented immigrants legal status to making sure they have
access to legal help and healthcare. Another important step is allowing the children of
undocumented immigrants to go to school, no matter what their parents' legal situation might
be.

The study argues that if a government can't stop migrants from settling in their
country, then it is essential to make sure the children of those families get an education so
they can gain skills and qualifications. If these kids are kept out of school, they will likely
never become fully part of society, and that will probably lead to bigger social problems and
costs down the road. Giving migrants legal status often makes sense because many of them
are already working, starting families, and building lives in the country. Migrants become
part of the fabric of the community, even if they initially arrived without documentation.
The longer they stay, the stronger these social connections become (Bommes & D'Amato,
2012).

On the other side, if lots of people are denied basic things like healthcare, legal
protection, and schooling, it ends up costing everyone more in the long run, both the
individuals themselves and society as a whole. So, it seems modern societies create reasons
for people to migrate because of the opportunities they offer, but then they turn around and
try hard, through laws and politics, to stop or even get rid of those same opportunities.
However, completely shutting down the possibility of people building normal lives is a
tricky issue, especially when you consider the idea of equality that's so important in

democratic countries with constitutions that protect those rights. It creates a real tension
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between the desire to control immigration and the fundamental principles of fairness and
equal treatment (Bommes & D'Amato, 2012).

Looking at Spain specifically, how immigration laws are written and how migrants
become part of Spanish society has been a popular topic for researchers. Borkert (2011)
explains that Spain's first immigration law, which also addressed how immigrants integrate,
was introduced in 1985. This law aimed to create a system of legal support and set the rules
for foreigners living in Spain. This happened just a year before Spain joined the European
Union. A second set of immigration laws was introduced in 1999, and these rules were
updated again in 2009 (Borkert, 2011). Because the number of immigrants has grown a lot
in the last twenty years, many studies have looked at how Spain develops its immigration
policies. By 2005, the Spanish government had started several "regularisation" programs,
which allowed some undocumented immigrants to become legal. The goal was to reduce
the number of people living and working illegally and to tackle the "underground economy."
However, these programs usually had strict requirements that migrants had to meet to get a
work permit and legal residency. Because of this, the easiest and most common way for
people to become legal in Spain is often to enter the country on a tourist visa and then find
a legal job while waiting for one of these regularisation programs to open up. The study
suggests that pressure from migrants and groups supporting them, along with media
attention, played a big role in creating these new regularisation programs. Also, many
organisations working with communities pushed the government to implement these
programs because of the difficult situations faced by immigrants living in Spain. So, it wasn't
just the government deciding to be generous; there was a lot of pressure from various groups
(Borkert, 2011).

It is important to remember that since 2000, local regions (called "autonomous
communities" in Spain) have been the ones mostly running these programs that allow
undocumented immigrants to become legal. Local governments haven't had a huge role in
this. Also, at the national level in Spain, making it easier for immigrants to settle down
hasn't been a top priority. Even before migration became such a big deal, the European
Union was already working hard to create better migration policies. Generally, what happens
with migration policies often goes beyond the control of just one country. So, even though
countries want to control their borders and immigration, other levels of government and even

larger organisations like the EU are also involved and have influence (Borkert, 2011).
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In the same vein, Meeteren (2014) studied how undocumented immigrants in
Belgium and the Netherlands become part of their new communities. The research showed
that the EU has created policies designed to fight illegal immigration by tightening up border
controls around the EU and also by putting rules in place within countries to keep immigrants
from using public services. On top of that, employers who hire undocumented workers are
being punished, and countries have started deporting and jailing immigrants on a large scale.
Nevertheless, these policies haven't worked, especially lately, because there's such a high
demand for the kind of work undocumented immigrants do. Lots of businesses can only
compete globally by hiring workers under the table because it lets them avoid paying
minimum wage and things such as social security (Meeteren, 2014).

Some scholars used the idea of "assimilation" to describe how immigrants fit into
their new societies. "Assimilation" meant that immigrants gave up their languages, hobbies,
and traditions to blend in. However, as we learned more about how societies and economies
work, and as we became more accepting of different cultures, the word "integration" started
to be used instead. "Integration" acknowledges that people can become part of a new
community without completely erasing their original identity. Even though these immigrants
often try hard to fit in and become part of their new countries, the current thinking is that
immigrants themselves are mostly responsible for making that happen. It is kind of saying,

"We'll let you in, but it is up to you to figure out how to fit in." (Meeteren, 2014).

2.6 Immigration and Media Coverage

How the media shows migrants and migration varies a lot from country to country.
This gives policymakers a good chance to compare how different countries' media cover
immigration, which shows how free and unbiased the media is when it comes to reporting
news. Besides, improvements in journalism and online media have led to more news
agencies popping up, which means information spreads more easily across different
platforms. It is important to remember that what people see in the media often has a bigger
impact on immigrants than official government information because the media is often seen
as more trustworthy and it is easier to access (McAuliffe & Mence, 2017).

It is also worth thinking about whether there are times of year when immigration

coverage changes. For example, research has shown that around Christmas and New Year's,
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news about immigration tends to decrease in many countries. On the other hand, during
times of the year when more people are trying to cross borders by sea (the "sailing season"),
media coverage of immigration usually goes up. So, it seems that news coverage isn't always
driven by the facts on the ground but also by other factors, like holidays and seasonal
migration patterns (McAuliffe & Mence, 2017).

Facchini et al. (2017) point out that immigration is talked about a lot in countries that
receive immigrants, but we do not understand very well what makes individuals have the
attitudes they do about immigrants. The research, done in the U.S. in 2006, looked at what
shapes public opinion on immigration, especially how the media plays a role. The research
found that people who are highly skilled, liberal, and wealthy tend to support the
immigration plan that was proposed in the U.S. Senate in 2006. On the other hand, people
who watch Fox News and the CNN evening news are more likely to be against the Senate
plan. This suggests that people choose news programs that match their existing beliefs, and
this reinforces their opinions on immigration. It is like people gravitate towards news that
tells them what they already want to hear (Facchini et al., 2017).

Similarly, Kristine & Gombac (2013) compared how four major Spanish newspapers
('El Pais,' 'La Vanguardia,' 'E1 Mundo,' and '"ABC') covered issues related to Spain's southern
border with Morocco. They wanted to see if there were big differences in how these
newspapers reported on immigration and how that might reflect public opinion in Spain.
Their research showed that the way these newspapers presented the news influenced public
opinion, making people think that immigration is a bad thing and that strong border controls
are needed to protect Spain and Europe. The media's framing of the issue seemed to sway
public opinion towards a more negative view of immigration (Kristine & Gombac, 2013).

Other researchers have also looked at how immigration is talked about in European
media. Haenen et al. (2019) chose Belgium and Sweden to compare how much people's trust
in the media affects their feelings about immigrants and refugees. Their study focused on
how the media shapes what people think and how immigration news is put together and
presented. They found a big difference between how Belgians and Swedes feel about news
about immigrants and refugees. Even though most people in both countries trust the
information they get from their national media, Swedes generally have more positive
feelings towards immigrants and refugees than Belgians, despite Swedes generally trust their
news media less than Belgians do. The study also found that watching commercial TV in

Sweden makes people feel less positive about immigrants and refugees. So, overall, what
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people watch and read in the media seems to have a bigger impact on public opinion in

Belgium than it does in Sweden (Haenens et al., 2019).

Concluding Remarks

This chapter explores the complex phenomenon of immigration, a topic of increasing
global concern. It begins by examining the multiple drivers of migration, encompassing
economic, social, and political factors, and acknowledges the significant contributions of
migrants to the international economy through remittances.

A key focus of the chapter is the ongoing struggle to integrate and regularize the
status of migrants within host countries. Existing research highlights the urgent need for
improved integration strategies, including ensuring access to education for migrant children
regardless of their parents’ legal status and expanding access to essential public services like
healthcare. The chapter notes the surge in migration flows resulting from regional instability,
particularly the Arab Spring uprisings and the Syrian conflict.

Despite the European Union's stringent immigration policies, their effectiveness has
been limited. The persistent demand for informal labour has created a market for
undocumented migrants willing to accept substandard wages, highlighting the need for a
more accurate approach. The chapter emphasizes the importance of collaborative efforts
between the EU and North African/Middle Eastern nations to address the root causes of
irregular migration. The strategic geographical location of Turkey and Morocco as transit
points for migrants seeking entry into Europe is also highlighted.

The chapter further examines the powerful influence of media narratives in shaping
public perceptions of immigration. The variability of media coverage, both across and within
countries, presents a valuable opportunity for policymakers to analyse the determinants of
public opinion on migration and develop effective strategies to address related challenges.

Finally, the chapter considers the role of global economic governance, particularly
the influence of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. It argues that
the economic policies imposed by these institutions on developing countries, such as cuts to
public services in exchange for loans, can inadvertently exacerbate migration by prompting

citizens to seek better opportunities abroad.
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CHAPTER THREE
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter is structured into two sections, each addressing a critical aspect of
immigration discourse. The first section delves into the media's portrayal of the European
immigration crisis of 2015-2016. It examines how refugees and immigrants were depicted
in popular culture during this period. This analysis aims to illuminate the dominant narratives
and potential biases that emerged within communication studies.

The second section shifts focus to the human rights dimensions of immigration. Here,
we explore the foundational principles enshrined in the 1951 Refugee Convention, analyse
the impact of the 2015-2016 crisis on human rights protections, and address the pressing
issues of violence against immigrants and forced deportations. This section will provide a
critical assessment of the legal and ethical frameworks surrounding immigration.

The foundation of this chapter rests upon a comprehensive review of 140 scholarly
references, encompassing books, book chapters, and peer-reviewed articles. The research
utilized the SCOPUS electronic database to ensure a focused and relevant scope. The search
parameters were deliberately set to capture publications from 2015 to 2024, reflecting the
pivotal year of the European immigration crisis. Furthermore, the search was limited to
English-language publications across all fields, providing a consistent linguistic media frame

for analysis. Table (1) shows the keywords used to search the literature review.

Table (1) The keywords used to search the literature review

Results Selected

International Migration, Immigrant 993 25
Workers, Receiving Countries,
Integration

Migrants Perception, News Coverage, 664 21
Immigration Crisis, Europe

Syrian Conflict, Refugees, Immigration 612 15
Crisis, Public Attitudes

Migrants, Newspapers, Immigration 477 12
Policies, European Union, Borders
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Mediterranean, Europe, Media framing, 359 13
Refugees
Immigration Policies, European 281 12
Immigration 2015, Integration, Human
Traged

Aylan Kurdi 281 13

Undocumented Migrants, European 196 8

Union, Media discourse, Immigration
threat

Immigration Crisis 2015, Media Debate, 58 10
Enforced Borders

Syrian Refugees, Immigration, Aylan 57 11
Kurdi, Human Rights

3.1 Media Discourse on the Immigration Crisis (2015/2016)

Europe has long been a focal point for significant migration flows, including both
forced and voluntary movements. This migration flow, driven by factors such as economic
necessity, personal aspirations, and political persecution, exerts a profound influence on
European societies and shapes public discourse about migration (Massey et al., 2010).
Hence, migration has remained a persistent and prominent topic of discussion across
European nations.

The 2015-2016 period saw a dramatic increase in individuals crossing the
Mediterranean Sea, seeking refuge from conflicts, persecution, and terrorism. According to
the UNHCR (2016), approximately 1.3 million asylum applications were registered within
the European Union during 2015 and 2016. This surge originated primarily from countries
experiencing instability, including Syria, Afghanistan, and Sudan. In response, the European
Union elevated immigration to a top-tier political priority (European Commission, 2016).

EU member states exhibited diverse responses to the migration crisis. Germany, for
instance, was among the few nations that initially adopted a welcoming stance towards
immigrants, with the German government calling for a "decisive, generous, and, above all,
commonly shared" response from EU members (Bennett et al., 2015). While some countries

supported the call to accept and assist refugees, others agreed only to accept fewer migrants
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than recommended. Moreover, some member states, such as Hungary, explicitly rejected the
fundamental principle of providing support to refugees (Jungblut, 2017).

The media's representation of immigrants and refugees plays a pivotal role in shaping
public understanding. As Entman (1993) argues, media representations are not neutral
reflections of reality but rather the constructions of meaning within specific contexts. This
understanding is essential for analysing how the media frames the immigration crisis.
Frequently, media portrayals of the 2015-2016 crisis emphasized security, economic, and
cultural concerns. This framing often involved highlighting the need for reinforced border
controls and stricter asylum procedures. Additionally, reports concerning the integration of
migrants into host societies sometimes presented challenges and difficulties for those
societies, potentially contributing to shaping the public perception of the crisis. It is
important to acknowledge that the tone and focus of this coverage varied across different
media outlets and national contexts.

Numerous studies demonstrate that some European press outlets tend to negatively
portray immigrants and refugees, often framing the immigration crisis as a direct threat to
the European Union (Mujagic, 2022). This negativity is sometimes expressed through the
use of dehumanising metaphors, such as depicting migrants and refugees as an invasion of
barbarians, a rush of refugees, or waves of people (Mujagic, 2022). In some instances,
migrants have even been depicted as animals, including cockroaches, human hares, guinea
pigs, or a swarm (Mujagi¢ & Berberovi¢, 2020). Notably, refugees are frequently subjected
to even more negative representations than other migrant categories (Roman et al., 2021).
The media often frame migrants and refugees as a burden, a security threat, and an economic
challenge. The terms "refugees" and "asylum seekers" are frequently linked to the notion of
financial strain on welfare systems, while the terms "migrants" and "immigrants" are more
often associated with narratives of economic threat, such as increased competition within the
labour market. However, this framing is not uniform. Eastern European refugees, such as
Ukrainians, are less likely to be perceived as a cultural threat compared to individuals from
North Africa and the Middle East. The latter group is most strongly associated with frames
of security threat, followed by cultural threat, but not necessarily economic threat. While
non-European migrants are often viewed as a challenge to the host country's culture, Eastern
Europeans are more frequently portrayed as a strain on the economic and welfare systems

(Eberl et al., 2018).
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On the other side, some media outlets within the European Union have adopted a
more positive approach to reporting on migration. These more favourable accounts often
employ frames of humanity and victimhood, particularly in response to the increased
visibility of images depicting migrants who have drowned in the Mediterranean. The 2015
photo of Aylan Kurdi, the drowned Syrian child, stands as a particularly poignant example
of how such images can evoke widespread compassion for migrants and refugees (Mattus,

2020).

3.1.1 Aylan Kurdi’s Photo and the Sympathy for Refugees

On September 2, 2015, a moment that would deeply affect the world, Nilufer Demir,
a reporter working for the Dogan News Agency, took a photograph. This wasn't just any
picture; it showed Aylan Kurdi, a small child from Syria who had tragically drowned on a
beach in Bodrum, Turkey. Aylan, along with his family, had been trying to cross the
dangerous Mediterranean Sea in a small boat, hoping to find safety. Sadly, the boat tipped
over, and he drowned. Shortly after, Peter Bouckaert, who works to help people in
emergencies at Human Rights Watch, shared this heartbreaking image on Twitter. This
single act caused the picture to spread incredibly quickly, seen by people all over the internet
and in news reports (Mattus, 2020). People often choose to share very difficult images, like
pictures of children who have died, because they hope they will make others truly understand
the terrible situation refugees face. They want to show how hard it is, especially for children.

The picture of Aylan Kurdi touched people's hearts around the world. It made many
feel deep sadness and empathy, which is different from the fear or indifference they might
usually feel when they hear about people trying to migrate to Europe. Even though this
picture became a powerful reminder of the refugee crisis, it is important to note that children
are still dying in the Mediterranean, and those who survive often feel like they are not
welcome, as if they are strangers (Mattus, 2020).
Imanishi (2022) pointed out that Aylan's picture did have a big impact, especially on how
news and politicians in the United States talked about people seeking safety. The picture
wasn't just shocking because of what it showed; it also spread incredibly fast online, reaching
millions of people in a very short time. More importantly, it made people pay much closer

attention to the huge number of people trying to find refuge in Europe in 2015. Even though
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this crisis was already a big deal, Aylan's picture made it feel much more like a human
tragedy, something that required compassion and help (Imanishi, 2022). For a short time,
the world stopped and looked at Aylan's picture. It was a chance for everyone, including
governments, to see how bad the situation was for people fleeing Syria and to feel like they
had to do something (Slovic et al., 2017). When people in Europe, especially those with
lighter skin, saw Aylan, they saw a child who could have been part of their own family. This
feeling of connection was clear from the many messages people shared on Twitter. The
picture was so powerful because it showed, in a very simple way, how a young life was lost

(El-Enany, 2016).

3.1.2 European Media Framing of the Migration Crisis (2015/2016)

Journalists use framing as a technique to depict complex social topics. Media Frames
can be considered interpretation systems that support a specific problem definition or causal
interpretation of a problem. In other words, a Frame is defined as a "primary organising
idea" of a news item that clarifies or aids in understanding the issue or event under
discussion. Repetition of the same or comparable groups of words and symbols is a critical
component of frames. They can create a tone for an event or topic, giving it a positive,
negative, or neutral appearance (Heidenreich et al., 2019).

When it comes to reporting on the journeys of people trying to cross the
Mediterranean Sea, news organisations have faced a real challenge. How they tell these
stories greatly affects how the public sees migrants and refugees. Often, news stories paint
them as a separate group, people who are very different from us. It is like they're labelled as
"the others," not as part of "us," and this creates a feeling of being different, of not belonging.

Researchers have looked into how the media, along with the common ideas we hold,
shapes how we think about migration and the people who migrate. It is a complicated
relationship. Even though there are some general patterns across different countries, the way
migration is shown in the news can vary quite a bit. This is because each country and region
has its own culture and its own way of seeing the world. Also, news stories often use familiar
patterns, or "frames," to tell migration stories. These frames can influence what parts of the

story get emphasised, and sometimes, they can lead to stereotypes or misunderstandings.
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To put it simply, the media plays a powerful role in how we understand migration. By often
portraying migrants as "outsiders," news stories can reinforce feelings of separation and
difference (Rozukalne et al., 2020).

As mentioned before, news outlets often discuss immigration differently from
country to country. For instance, if you look at newspapers in Italy and the UK, you'll see
they often focus on how immigration could be a threat to the economy or might change the
local culture. However, if you look at Germany and Sweden, those same worries are not as
frequently talked about. In Austria, the news focused heavily on three main ideas: first, the
difficulties of dealing with all the new arrivals; second, the idea that these arrivals could be
a security risk; and third, the financial costs of taking in refugees. On the other hand, in
Turkey, news stories often showed refugees as victims, highlighting the discrimination they
faced and the terrible places they had to live. If you turn to Canada, the biggest focus in their
news was on security concerns related to refugees. In the Czech Republic, online news
mainly talked about the refugee crisis in terms of how much it would cost the government
or whether it was a threat to security. Stories that focused on helping refugees and showing
their human suffering were rare (Roman et al., 2021).

Even though news stories about immigration vary from country to country in
Europe, there are some patterns that appear repeatedly. For the most part, immigrants don't
get a lot of attention in the news. When they do appear, it is often in a negative light, like
they are criminals or people who cause problems. The way the news talks about different
groups of migrants changes depending on who they are focusing on. However, the coverage
typically focuses on the negative aspects of immigration. When people are constantly seeing
these kinds of stories, it can make them feel negatively towards immigrants and start
believing in stereotypes (Eberl et al., 2018). Therefore, the political views of the news
sources and how they present the stories have a big impact on how immigration is talked
about. If the news is always saying immigrants are a threat to things like the economy,
culture, or safety, it is going to make people feel worried and anxious about those groups. If
people keep seeing these negative messages over and over, these feelings can stick with them

for a long time (Eberl et al., 2018).

3.1.3 European Media’s Perception of the Migration Crisis (2015/2016)
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To understand how European news outlets portrayed the refugee crisis back in 2015,
I took a close look at a bunch of articles from different European countries. I made sure to
include news from most European regions so I could get a good overall picture. My goal
was to figure out the common ways news stories talked about migrant issues, the patterns
they used, and the words they chose. By doing this, I could see more clearly what things
influence how the media shows migrants and refugees. It is pretty clear that the way the news
frames the story changes how people understand the situation and what they think should be
done to solve it. Now, it is interesting to see how news coverage of immigration was different
across Europe. A lot depended on where the country was located and how strong its economy
was. What I found was that many European news outlets in 2015 tended to focus on the
negative side of the refugee crisis. They used certain ways of telling the story that would
likely leave a negative impression on the public. Nonetheless, it was not all negative. Some
news outlets did use different approaches, trying to create a more positive view of migrants

and refugees.

Negative Media Coverage of the European Migration Crisis in 2015

Numerous studies show a strong connection between what people see and hear in the
news and their own opinions. It is noted that most European news outlets have been using
more and more negative language when they talk about immigrants and refugees (Amores
et al., 2020).

Back in 2015, around a million people from Syria came to Germany because the country
decided to open its borders. This decision had a lot of support from politicians. Nevertheless,
even though many German politicians thought it was the right thing to do for humanitarian
reasons, studies show that German news stories often portrayed migration as a problem, or
even a threat, to Germany. This was especially true after the government decided to keep the
borders open. Interestingly, even though most German news sources were in favour of
accepting migrants, it seems like they were also reflecting the government's position on
immigration. It was German politicians who led the conversation about how to deal with the
large number of refugees coming to Europe. While German left-wing parties have always
been supportive of immigration, the right-wing parties in Germany had a very different view

(Maurer et al., 2022).
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Von Nordheim et al. (2019) examined how different German newspapers talked
about the refugee crisis in 2015 and 2016. The study looked at a right-wing weekly paper
called Junge Freiheit and compared it to three big daily newspapers: Suddeutsche Zeitung,
Die Welt, and Handelsblatt. What the study concluded was that the daily newspapers were
pretty neutral in their reporting most of the time. Nonetheless, Junge Freiheit was very
different. You could describe it as a news outlet that uses a kind of "reactive populism." This
means they focused a lot on how the crisis affected Germany as a nation, supported the views
of the right-wing political party AFD, and didn't pay attention to how the crisis was affecting
other countries in Europe or the world. Junge Freiheit used populist tactics and frames to
present the refugee problem as an influx of Muslim foreigners who were culturally different
from the native-born Christian Germans (Von Nordheim et al., 2019).

In a similar vein, Hameleers et al. (2019) studied how right-wing populist messages
on social media can strengthen negative stereotypes about immigrants. The study found that
social media is a key place where populist ideas spread. However, it is important to
remember that only a small group of people are drawn to this kind of right-wing talk. Those
who are drawn to it feel free to express very hateful views on social media. There's no real
discussion or debate on these platforms. Instead, people who already dislike immigrants just
become even more hostile (Hameleers, 2019). The study also found that during the peak of
the refugee crisis in August and September 2015, the news focused a lot on border issues,
especially in countries like Germany that were close to the Balkan route. So, the news was
full of stories about whether borders should be open or closed. However, in Germany, they
also gave a lot of attention to what happens after refugees arrive, like how to help them
integrate into society (Heidenreich et al., 2018).

Parker et al. (2022) examined 96 news articles in the UK, all about immigration that
came out in December 2018. The study found that the newspapers were using three main
ways to talk about the issue. First, they used the phrase "secure the borders," which made it
seem like the UK's borders were easy to get through. Second, they often said, "Smuggling is
Immoral," which put the blame on the smugglers and kind of let the government off the
hook. Third, they would talk about "desperate people," trying to show refugees as helpless
and in need of protection, like they'd do anything dangerous to survive. Most of the news
stories focused on the idea that the UK needed to control its borders and that smuggling was

wrong (Parker et al., 2022).
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Gregoriou et al. (2022) studied how the news talked about a tragic event: the
discovery of 39 dead bodies inside a refrigerated truck in the UK in October 2019. This story
got a lot of attention around the world. Within two days of the news breaking, newspapers
in the UK and other parts of Europe were reporting on it. The study found that many UK
newspapers talked about human trafficking like it was just a business or trade. Nevertheless,
some newspapers, like The Independent and The Daily Mirror, stressed that the government
needed to create safe and legal ways for people fleeing war and danger to come into the
country. The study pointed out that the British government's focus on stopping immigration
by tightening border controls has actually pushed migrants to try riskier and often more
dangerous ways to get into the UK (Gregoriou et al., 2022).

Mujagic & Berberovic (2020) stated that UK news outlets often use metaphors to
make immigrants seem less human and to make people feel less sympathy for them. The big
migrant crisis in Europe changed the way language was used in UK news stories. Immigrants
were often compared to things like animals, dangers, or diseases. During the height of the

nn

crisis, newspapers used phrases like "waves of people," "floods of immigrants," "swarms,"
and "hordes of immigrants." The study concluded that these metaphors are mainly used to
push an anti-immigrant message in the UK's news coverage of the European migrant crisis
(Mujagic et al., 2020).

In the same context, Karabuva (2021) mentioned that metaphors are a common way
to create and understand abstract ideas about immigration. The research found nine different
types of metaphors used: comparing immigrants to aliens, natural forces, containers,
conflicts, non-human creatures, plants, and animals. These metaphors pop up a lot in UK
discussions about immigration. However, the way immigration is talked about in the UK
news shows that immigrants are usually portrayed negatively, as if they're linked to crime or
natural disasters. This kind of language creates a clear division between "them" and "us"
(Karabuva, 2021).

Conversely, concerning the perception of Ukrainian refugees in the UK press, Roman
etal. (2021) argued that elite newspapers in the UK covered displaced Ukrainians differently
from other refugees. They do not use the security or threat frame, rather, they use the human
tragedy frame and victims frame as well. The study also showed that the frames used for the

range of Ukrainian refugees depend on the nation's political climate and the features of media

organisations (Roman et al., 2021).
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In Hungary, before May 2015, the news mainly focused on helping refugees.
However, as more refugees arrived in Hungary after the 2015 crisis, the way the news talked
about them started to change. Suddenly, migration became a big topic again in Hungarian
politics and news (Heidenreich et al., 2018). Right after the shooting at the French magazine
Charlie Hebdo in January 2015, the Hungarian government started a campaign against
refugees and migrants (Szalai & Gobl, 2015). They wanted to make people see migrants as
a danger to the country's safety. Making refugees and migrants seem like threats isn't a new
trick. Right-wing political groups often use this tactic. Political analysts have seen how
turning immigration into a terrorism issue has been a successful way for right-wing
politicians to gain support for many years. At first, when the number of refugees coming to
Hungary increased, the news talked about it mostly as an economic problem. But later on,
they started to frame it as a threat to Hungarian identity instead (Szalai & Gobl, 2015).

In the same context, Egres (2018) analysed two speeches of the Hungarian Prime
Minister on three online media platforms. The Prime Minister spoke about the refugee crisis
before the parliament on 21st September and 16th November 2015. The study concluded
that the Prime Minister's speeches used danger and political conflict frameworks. The danger
frame portrays refugees and migrants as a symbolic threat because they differ from
Europeans in terms of cultural values, manner of life, customs, and traditions. At the same
time, the risk model predicts that immigrants will cause greater violence and criminal
activity in their new country. Therefore, European cultures must be preserved, and
immigration must be under control (Egres, 2015). However, additional frames, such as
burden, crisis, and counterterrorism, could be found in the media discourse, demonstrating
that the online media platforms did not simply repeat the government's rhetoric but also
discussed various facets of the problem. Moreover, in November, terrorism was the most
often found frame, followed by political conflict. The threat of terrorism is more closely
associated with hypothetical than actual threats. Like the crisis frame, the burden frame was
recognised to a lesser extent on all three media platforms (Egres, 2015).

On the other hand, Greece is like the front door for people trying to come into Europe
from the Mediterranean Sea. Because of this, they see a lot of migrants and refugees arriving.
Unfortunately, this has led to a worrying trend: more and more hate crimes and people being
openly against immigration. You see this kind of negativity popping up in the news all over

Europe, especially after 2015 when the whole migration issue got much bigger.
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Greece got hit especially hard by the big wave of people coming in, mainly because it is so
close to Turkey. Turkey is where a lot of these people start their journey, particularly those
fleeing Syria, who then try to get to other European countries through the Balkans. Imagine
trying to deal with a huge number of people arriving while your country is already struggling
financially. It was a tough situation, a real crisis. It was so big that Greece couldn't handle it
alone; it needed help from the whole of Europe. That help came in the form of a deal between
the EU and Turkey in 2016. When you put it all together — lots of people arriving, a
struggling economy, and a sense of being overwhelmed — it is easy to see why people in
Greece started feeling more negative about immigration. They began to see it as a burden,
something that was making their problems even worse. Greece became a key example of
how a country can be affected when it is on the front lines of a big migration flow (Amores
etal., 2020). In 2015, during the biggest wave of refugees trying to cross the Mediterranean,
Greece saw a massive jump in the number of people arriving. It was not just a few extra
people; it was a huge surge. Now, it was not just the sheer number of people that was the
problem. They were all concentrated in certain places, like the Moria camp on the island of
Lesbos. Imagine a camp designed for a certain number of people suddenly having way more
than it can handle. It gets overcrowded, and resources get stretched extremely thin. However,
here's the thing: Greece was already having a tough time even before all this happened. Their
economy wasn't in great shape. Hence, when this massive wave of people arrived, it put even
more pressure on an already struggling country. When you put all those pieces together — a
huge influx of people, overcrowded camps, and a country that was already struggling — you
can start to understand why the news in Greece started talking about the crisis negatively.
They were reflecting the stress and anxiety that a lot of people were feeling.

(Amores et al., 2020).

Before 2015, Italy was already dealing with a lot of migrants, mostly from Africa,
especially after the Arab Spring in 2011. Then, in October 2013, there were these incredibly
awful shipwrecks near Lampedusa, an Italian island. Hundreds of people drowned. It was a
huge tragedy but after 2015 things changed a lot. Italy saw a massive increase in people
arriving by boat across the Mediterranean, which changed how newspapers in Italy portrayed
immigration. It became a much bigger topic, and people had stronger opinions about it. They
generally saw the situation negatively. Then again, here's an interesting point: Italians were
more concerned about the economic impact of so many immigrants than they were about

immigrants being criminals. They were worried about jobs, resources, and how it would
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affect the country's finances (Berry et al., 2015). The economic ramifications became
increasingly crucial to Italian citizens during the crisis. Economic statistics demonstrate that
severe economic conditions are highly correlated with unfavourable attitudes toward
immigrants during the crisis, both at the individual and regional levels (di Mauro & Memoli,
2021). Therefore, the need to control "immigration flows" and restrict immigration are
common themes in public discourse that often include discussions about migrants.

In the Netherlands, the way the media portrays immigration often falls into a few key
patterns. One is the idea that Islam is a threat. This frame depicts Islam as a danger to
Western society's values. The media often emphasises the idea that Muslims aren't
integrating well into society or that they're involved in crime, drugs, or extremism (Amores
et al., 2020).

When the media portrays immigration as a burden or a threat and focuses on things
that people find scary, like job competition or the destruction of cultural values, it makes
people feel more negative about immigration (Bos et al., 2016). Instead of showing images
that might evoke sympathy, like photos of refugee camps or war zones, they show
immigrants at the borders, on boats, or trying to get through barbed wire, often surrounded
by security.

Another frame used by some newspapers focuses on how women within immigrant
communities are seen as victims. It highlights the gender inequality and oppression they
face, suggesting that this prevents them from fully participating in Dutch society.
Unfortunately, this 'victimisation' frame also tends to make people feel more negative about
immigration (Amores et al., 2020).

During the immigration crisis in 2015, Austria suddenly had a lot more people arrive
than they expected. Many regions in Austria were already behind on their promises to take
in a certain number of refugees. They hadn't met their targets. Local towns and cities were
hesitant to give refugees permanent places to live. They were worried about safety and
security, and it created a lot of tension. In the summer of 2015, the system they had in place
to welcome and process new arrivals just collapsed. It was like a traffic jam where no one
could move. They couldn't register people properly; they couldn't give them the help they
needed. Greussing & Boomgaarden (2017) examined how Austrian news publications
covered the European refugee crisis between January 2015 and January 2016. The study
found that the news stories focused on three main things: first, all the practical, day-to-day

problems of dealing with so many people arriving. Second, the idea that these newcomers
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were a threat to the country's security. Third, the economic impact — how this was going to
affect jobs and money. The news wasn't focusing on the human side of the story. They didn't
spend much time talking about why these people were fleeing their homes or the hardships
they were going through. It was more about the problems Austria was facing. The study also
found that tabloid newspapers — the ones known for sensational stories — played a big role
in making people feel hostile towards immigrants. They used stereotypes and prejudiced
images to paint them in a negative light to make people afraid (Greussing & Boomgaarden,

2017).

Positive Media Coverage of the European Migration Crisis in 2015

Unlike some other European countries, Spain didn't experience a dramatic spike in
immigration during the 2015 refugee crisis. Instead, there was a slight increase in how often
Spanish news talked about the “border” as a key issue. The main focus of Spanish media,
however, shifted over time. In the first few months of 2015, newspapers often used “human
interest” stories, showing the personal struggles of refugees. Later on, the dominant frame
became the “EU refugee strategy,” focusing on the policies and actions of the European
Union, after the EU-Turkey deal in 2016, which aimed to reduce the number of refugees
coming through Turkey, the “EU refugee policy” frame became even more prominent
(Heidenreich et al., 2019). The media coverage became more "caring" as it shifted from
portraying migrants as a threat to Spain to depicting them as either victims of the authorities
or as desperate people fleeing a country characterised by poverty and violence (Amores et
al., 2020).

When it comes to how Spanish people feel about immigration, the numbers show a
generally positive attitude. Spain ranks very high in terms of people having immigrants as
friends or family. Spaniards also tend to have a more positive view of integration, believing
that immigrants are successfully integrating into society. They don't see immigration as a
particularly complex problem compared to other nations. However, it is important to note
that, while the overall trend is positive, there's still a minority in Spain who hold negative
views. They believe immigrants pose a threat, are more likely to commit crimes, or

encourage terrorism. However, this is a minority view (Amores et al., 2020, p.15).
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Horsti (2008) examined media coverage of African migration to the Canary Islands
in Finnish and Swedish publications, revealing a disparity in reporting volume. Finnish
media dedicated more coverage to the issue than their Swedish counterparts. The study
suggests this difference is due to Finland's geographical position as a northernmost European
nation with an extensive border with Russia, potentially fostering a heightened awareness of
border challenges. In contrast, Swedish media emphasised a humanitarian perspective,
aligning with the nation's self-perception as a globally engaged actor in immigration. This
focus on humanitarianism, despite Sweden having received the highest number of asylum
seekers among Nordic countries, may have diminished the prominence of border-centric
framing in their coverage of the Canary Islands situation (Horsti, 2008). Furthermore, while
Swedish media generally adopted a welcoming stance towards refugees and immigrants,
other European newspapers highlighted the need for a collective, EU-level approach to
immigration crises (Heidenreich et al., 2019). This reflects a broader trend in media
coverage, which often underscores regional disparities within the EU and the diverse crisis
management strategies employed (Berry et al., 2015). Notably, "human interest" framing has
consistently dominated Swedish media's coverage of the immigration crisis (Heidenreich et
al., 2019).

News stories often create a clear divide between "us," the European public, and
"them," the refugees. They give each group different roles and characteristics, like we have
responsibilities and they just have problems. There were big arguments, especially in
September and October 2015, about what words to use for refugees, things like "them,"
"other people," or "foreigners." However, this was handled a bit differently in Portuguese
news reports. A particular incident attracted public interest in the refugee crisis when the
media and social networks published a picture of a three-year-old Syrian boy named Aylan
Kurdi, who had drowned and been tossed into the sea onto a Turkish beach. That image
shocked people and made the news pay even more attention to the refugee crisis (Marques
& Ramos, 2020).

Torkington & Ribeiro (2019) suggest that Portugal wasn't really on the "front lines"
of the crisis because not many refugees arrived there. That might be why Portugal seemed
more open and welcoming to refugees, both in what the government did and how people felt
about the issue. Even though the number of refugees wasn't huge, Portuguese newspapers

mostly showed them kindness and welcomed them. This could be because Portugal doesn't
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have to deal with as many refugees, asylum seekers, or regular migrants compared to other
countries in Europe (Torkington & Ribeiro, 2019).

Regarding Ukraine, most of the time, the debate on migration in the Ukrainian
media adopted a neutral posture (Yuzva & Tashchenko, 2021, p.8). In contrast, Roman et
al., (2021) focused on the coverage of the Ukrainian refugee crisis in US newspapers. The
study mentioned that most Ukrainian elites consistently showed compassion for displaced
Ukrainians. This position is clearly in contrast to the coverage in some European countries
during the migration crisis in 2015 when there was an active debate about the fate of the
Syrian refugees as some politicians welcomed the newcomers and others opposed their
arrival. The study showed that the country's political situation and the unique characteristics
of the media outlets impact the frames used to depict Ukrainian migrants. The study argued
that the degree of cultural and linguistic similarity between the migrants' countries, areas of
origin, and destinations may also affect how migrants are depicted in the news, especially if
their situations are tragic (Roman et al.,2021). The study concluded that numerous
publications mentioned the conflict between Ukraine and Russia and refugee statistics
without going into further detail regarding the situation of the displaced people. At the same
time, relatively few reports were either negative or positive regarding the displaced
Ukrainians. The neutral reporting may have the effect of making the situation of the
displaced population appear less terrible (Roman et al., 2021).

Over in the USA., news about the European refugee crisis tends to be pretty
understanding and sympathetic to migrants and refugees. Regardless of their political
leanings, media outlets grew more refugee-sympathetic and attempted to domesticate the
problem by promoting USA. resettlement tales. Therefore, policymakers adjusted their
attitudes toward the resettlement of Syrian migrants. These alterations can be linked to the
refugee’s image capacity to draw attention, disrupt preexisting discourses, and open space
for activists to introduce policy alternatives (Imanishi, 2022).

In the same context, Parrott et al. (2019) examined the USA. news organisations’
messages regarding immigrants and refugees. According to the study, conflict and human
interest are two commonly used frames in news articles about immigration to the United
States. However, by emphasising migrants and refugees as ordinary people, a migrant’s
photo could draw attention to the reality that immigrants and refugees are looking for what
most people desire: stability, safety, and home. Therefore, emotional responses significantly

impacted how immigrants and refugees were represented visually in terms of political or
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human interest. Positive emotional responses from exposure to the human-interest framing
predicted reduced feelings of threat and promoted more positive sentiments toward policy
meant to help immigrants and refugees re-establish themselves in the United States (Parrott
etal., 2019).

It is worth noting that the USA. discourses on the 2015 migrant crisis reached a
significant turning point when the image of the Syrian drowned child Aylan Kurdi became
an icon worldwide. Following the images, the condition of Syrian migrants changed from
being a side issue to being highly debated in the media and policy sectors. Imanishi (2022)
examined how photos of Aylan Kurdi during the 2015 migration crisis affected political and
media discourses on asylum in the US. The study discovered a significant shift in US
discourses on the 2015 migrant crisis. The Kurdi photos show that, at least occasionally, the
media and decision-makers are open to more compassionate stories (Imanishi, 2022).

In the same vein, Young et al., (2022) examined the coverage of immigration policy
in US newspapers from 2010 to 2013 and from 2017 to 2019. The study found considerable
changes in how immigrants were framed, from negative messages depicting them as an
economic drain to positive messages depicting them as families and financial contributors.

(Young et al., 2022).

3.1.4 Does the migrants’ voice make a difference?

The way the news portrays these people often makes them seem like they have no
voice and are different from everyone else. When the news doesn't let them speak for
themselves and instead compares them to animals or calls them a "crisis," it reinforces the
idea that they're dangerous to our safety and economy. These kinds of portrayals don't just
make people see immigrants and refugees as less human; they also make it seem okay to
treat them badly. Plus, a lot of newspapers use hurtful language and leave people out when
they talk about immigration. This makes anti-immigrant politicians sound more reasonable
and pushes for tougher immigration laws, which leads to more hate speech (Smets &
Bozdag, 2018).

News outlets around the Mediterranean have very different ways of portraying
immigration. The news can choose to give people a voice or take it away. Even though

immigration is a normal part of life in many countries, the news often ignores the people
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who live there. Thorbjornsrud & Figenschou (2016) provided a quantitative content analysis
of how the US, French, and Norwegian media have covered irregular migration. The study
found that Irregular migrants make up less than 10% of the news sources, mainly confirming
the challenges disadvantaged groups face accessing elite-dominated mainstream news
media. However, the research also showed that the articles that use irregular migrants as
news sources tend to emphasise victim framing more and are less likely to frame them as a
threat. In addition, when an immigrant’s voice is quoted in an article, the media's framing of
irregular migrants as a threat is less evident. Therefore, there is enormous room for
improvement in allowing the most directly impacted people to speak publicly. However, it
must be remembered that the irregular migrants’ position as outsiders makes it more difficult
for journalists to find their voices (Thorbjernsrud & Figenschou, 2016).

For journalists, interviews with irregular migrants must be balanced against the
protection of weak individuals and groups, adhering to press ethics guidelines. Furthermore,
it frequently requires additional resources to locate and speak with irregular migrants
because most of them are hiding and not a part of the journalist's regular source network.
Migrants often do not understand the language and do not want to be interviewed because
being a news source - for undocumented immigrants - who are living unlawfully on the
outskirts of Western society entails significant danger of deportation. However, today, the
media is one of the few political platforms accessible to non-citizens where they can speak

their opinions and argue their cases (Thorbjornsrud &Figenschou, 2014).

3.1.5 Towards Neutral and Responsible Media Coverage of Immigration Issues

“Recommendations for Journalists When Covering Migration”

Covering immigration issues in the news is challenging. It is a topic that crosses all
sorts of borders, so it is hard to find one simple way to frame the story. This creates problems
for everyone involved: the migrants and refugees themselves, the countries they are going
to, and the politicians making decisions. How the news portrays migrants and refugees can
change how people feel about them. A perfect example is the story of Aylan Kurdi, the little
Syrian boy who drowned while trying to get to Europe. That heartbreaking picture of him
on the beach went everywhere, becoming a symbol of the whole refugee crisis. It changed

how a lot of people around the world felt, making them more open to helping refugees
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(Sohlberg et al., 2018). Showing that single image and putting it on front pages and TV
screens made a difference. It shows how one personal story can grab everyone's attention
and make them react strongly. The way the news handled Aylan Kurdi's story shows how
powerful that can be (Brosius & Bathelt, 1994; Zillmann & Brosius, 2010).

The following discussions are essential for discovering improved news angles to
deliver facts that the public must know. When covering migration and refugee issues,
journalists must prioritise precision, maintain a well-organized narrative, captivate
audiences with unexpected elements, and demonstrate inventiveness in both subject matter
and presentation. Additionally, they must adhere to the fundamental principles of ethical
journalism, including fairness, compassion, and responsibility (Zappe, 2021).

Professionally, reporting on the stories of migrants and refugees demands additional
skills, and journalists should be thoroughly prepared for such assignments. This entails
conducting in-depth research for each story, beginning with a comprehensive examination
of previous coverage across various media platforms to grasp the political, cultural, and
social backdrops of the countries involved. Competent execution of this task requires
journalists to sift through reports and relevant data from international, national, and local
organisations and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) engaged in the matter.
Additionally, they should monitor social media channels and statements from politicians and
officials and consult with migration experts (Zappe, 2021).

The information sources, including phone calls, social media platforms, face-to-face
and digital meetings, other media channels, data analysis, investigative research, and more,
need to be utilised more. While NGOs and conventional entities like governments, political
parties, legal authorities, law enforcement agencies, local administrations, business groups,
labour unions, religious institutions, international entities, and others can be consulted,
journalists covering migration and forced displacement must not solely rely on official or
elite sources. Instead, they should seek information from diverse sources. Therefore, practice
often needs to improve in European and North African media (International Centre for
Migration Policy Development, 2016, p. 99).

The individuals directly affected by migrants and refugees are an essential source for
reporting on these issues. Indeed, stories that allow migrants, refugees, and local
communities to share their perspectives on their situations present an advantageous option
for information sources for journalists. However, it is crucial to recognise that not every

statement issued by politicians regarding migrants and refugees should be accepted without
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scrutiny, and not all online articles about migration can be considered accurate. Reporting
on these issues also entails the responsibility of challenging stereotypes. Hence, employing
precise language is one strategy journalists can use to combat stereotypes. For example,
rather than using terminology like “migrant or refugee crisis,” which frames people as the
problem, it is preferable to refer to it as a “crisis of migrant policy” (European Federation of
Journalists, 2016).

Moreover, during expert interviews on reporting about immigrants and immigration,
journalists are advised against using labels such as "illegal" or "undocumented." Instead,
they should precisely describe situations or individuals' statuses and provide context.
Additionally, journalists are encouraged to focus on solutions rather than solely presenting
problems and dramatic narratives. This approach could involve highlighting the recovery of
individuals who have survived human trafficking in the context of migration and forced
displacement. However, it is essential to analyse the immigration policies and consider
potential improvements (White, 2015, p.12). Therefore, journalists must contemplate their
role in the process. They should approach each story with the same level of care, attention
to detail, and respect that they desire if their roles are reversed (Nobel, 2018). It is crucial to
dialogue not just about migrants and refugees but with them directly. Interviews with them
may be shared or quoted within a report. In addition, journalists must engage with migrants
and refugees, asking questions and listening to their stories. Journalists also must be mindful
of how their interactions might re-traumatise individuals who have already experienced
significant distress. Even small details discussed during interviews can trigger painful
memories, requiring journalists to give interviewees space to recover. It is important to
remember that these individuals are not professional commentators; they are people who
may have experienced trauma and should be treated with sensitivity and respect (Jenny
Gering et al.,2016, p. 4).

According to Fengler et al. (2021), journalists must consider the following: -

(1) Preparation — Before conducting interviews, journalists should thoroughly
prepare themselves. This entails not only having specific skills like interviewing techniques
and understanding immigration law but also familiarising themselves with statistics on
migrants and refugees and their migration backgrounds. Moreover, journalists should be
aware of trauma-related aspects. Being informed about potential trauma is a crucial
preparatory step. It is important also to recognise potential factors such as gender, language,

class, culture, or nationality that could influence interactions on both sides.
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(2) Identification - Transparency is critical from the outset. Before initiating
questions, journalists should introduce themselves and their purpose. For instance, "My
name is John Doe, and I am reporting on migration for the Daily Magazine." Journalists
should maintain composure despite the possibility of receiving surprising or insensitive
reactions, understanding that such responses may stem from past traumas. Journalists could
leave a contact card for future communication if an interviewee declines to participate.

(3) Explanation - Journalists should remember that their interviewees are often not
accustomed to media practices. They should explain the media process in their region,
including how their story may be used. Clarifying that material could be edited, reused, or
potentially not used is essential.

(4) Respect - Interviewees should always be treated with dignity. Journalists must
respect the rights of migrants and refugees to decline interviews, filming, or photography
and seek prior consent for any such activities. Pressuring individuals into interviews under
the pretence of helping others is inappropriate.

(5) Setting - Creating a safe environment for interviews is essential. Impacted people
require an environment free from interruptions or unwelcome listeners in order to talk about
their experiences. Journalists should empower interviewees by allowing them control over
the conversation, including the option to decline to answer specific questions or end the
interview at any time.

(6) Words - Careful consideration of words is essential. Rather than faking
compassion, journalists should use empathetic language, such as expressing sympathy for
the interviewee's experiences. It is crucial to avoid presuming understanding of their
experiences or using language that implies blame. Additionally, using terms like "survivor"
instead of "victim" respects the dignity of migrants and refugees.

(7) Time - Sufficient time should be allocated for interviews. Discussing potentially
traumatic experiences can be emotionally intense and personal for migrants and refugees.
Journalists need to invest time in building trust and actively listening without judgment.

(8) Response - Journalists must be prepared to handle emotional incidents during
interviews. Journalists should remain calm and offer support, confirming the interviewee’s
safety. If the interviewee becomes tired, it may be necessary to pause or cancel the interview

(Fengler, et al., 2021, p.252)

Collaboration among Media Professionals
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Collaboration between media professionals has grown increasingly crucial,
particularly for outlets focused on investigative journalism. By collecting resources and
expertise, journalists and news organisations can delve into matters of public significance.

There has been a surge in cross-border collaborative journalism in recent years,
gathering considerable attention for their collective exploration of relevant stories across
numerous countries despite language and cultural differences in journalism practices. These
initiatives engage regional, national, and international audiences. One significant advantage
of collaborating with foreign reporters is the ability to present stories across a broader range
of media platforms and to diverse audiences. Moreover, participation in an international
journalistic network can offer security, especially for journalists operating in restrictive
environments. Effective collaboration within international teams requires a foundation of
mutual trust. Together, they can accomplish far more than one journalist could (Alfter,
2016).

Still, the accurate tale of migration and forced displacement can be revealed only
from multiple points of view. As the number of foreign journalists in the "Western" media
continues to decline and newsrooms struggle to find enough resources to cover stories, joint
initiatives could be an excellent way to improve coverage. Additionally, journalists might
collaborate in international networks to evaluate migration statistics and generate story ideas.
Furthermore, immigrants and refugees may be involved in cooperative ventures. Hence, their
media visibility may be increased.

In October 2017, the United Nations University Institute on Globalisation, Culture,
and Mobility organised a meeting in Bellagio, Italy, with representatives from academia,
international news media networks, and the United Nations (UN) to discuss how media
shape public opinion around migration. Two fundamental concerns led to the Bellagio
Workshop: (1) How are migrants and refugees portrayed in the world's news media? (2)
How is the public's perception of migrants influenced by how they are portrayed in the
media? With a focus on the European "migrant crisis" of 2015, these questions were
examined. The conversations provided a unique perspective on how UN migration advocates
understand the duties of international newsmakers and how newsmakers and producers
perceive their responsibilities in this domain. Additionally, it made it possible for academic
specialists in media and migration to provide insights into how the media functions as a

component of the social environment that impacts everyone in question. Additionally, the
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occasion offered a chance for newsmakers to raise awareness of "best practices," shared

difficulties, and potential areas of cooperation (Brubaker, 2018).

Suggestions for United Nations Entities:

* Engage with journalists, media representatives, regulators, and communication
services of organisations closely connected with migrant communities to discuss the media's
role in countering the negative portrayals of migration.

* Arrange additional workshops for journalists worldwide as new circumstances
arise, ensuring they can access regularly updated, accurate, and easily understandable
information about vulnerable populations when appropriate.

» Explore collaborative reporting projects with media experts to facilitate
responsible, balanced, and human-centred reporting. The UN, concerned NGOs, and
Member States should be prepared to support such initiatives financially.

» Direct UN efforts not only towards media producers but also towards media
consumers. Promoting critical awareness about reading and evaluating news sources,
seeking diverse viewpoints, and fact-checking is crucial, especially in a media landscape
increasingly influenced by social media and misinformation.

* Encourage coverage of the conditions prompting individuals to flee their homes,
fostering understanding of the circumstances driving such risky journeys. (Fengler et al.,

2021).

Guidelines for News Producers

* Avoid using stereotypical, harmful, or oversimplified language when depicting refugees
and migrants in news coverage. Instead, provide reporting that moves beyond typical
portrayals such as victims or heroes. Such reporting fosters comprehension and encourages

readers to evaluate information on migration.
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* Ensure inclusive and varied coverage of migrant communities within each country, offering
a platform for diverse voices and informing the public about the diverse composition of
migrant populations. To achieve this, diversify the sources of information cited in news
articles by allocating more space to migrants and those directly involved with migrant
groups.

» Continuously explore stories concerning migrant experiences, daily living conditions,
skills, and contributions to host societies rather than solely focusing on migrant arrivals or
border crossings. While it is essential to cover the impact of migrant admissions on
employment, security, and national identity, it is equally necessary to provide a
comprehensive perspective on immigration issues.

* Provide explanations or clarification from experts or relevant authorities, such as scholars
or UN entities, on migrant admission and integration statistics to avoid misinterpretations

and potential discriminatory practices (Fengler et al.,2021).

Recommendations for National Governments

* Allocate funding to organisations tasked with analysing media coverage of migration.

* Promote the adoption of ethical journalistic standards regarding migrants through
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and awareness campaigns.

* Enhance public understanding of various forms of discrimination against migrants and
educate the public on media literacy, including accessing, analysing, and evaluating media
content.

* Support media outlets operated by ethnic and minority groups, particularly those that

address migrant issues and raise awareness about their situations (Fengler et al.,2021).

3.1.6 Egypt's Efforts to Combat Illegal Immigration

Egypt has consistently worked to address illegal immigration, a problem that
tragically led to the deaths of many young Egyptians before President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi's
administration in 2014. Government agencies, particularly the Ministry of Immigration,
have aimed to eliminate this practice, which often stems from economic hardship in

impoverished villages. The Egyptian government has implemented strategies to manage
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immigration, treating refugees and immigrants from all countries fairly (Al-Kashef &
Martin, 2019).

In 2016, Egypt launched its first national strategy to combat illegal immigration,
running until 2026 (Hussein, 2019). That same year, the president declared that no illegal
immigration boats had departed from Egyptian shores. Law No. 82 of 2016 was enacted,
criminalizing all forms of migrant smuggling and related activities. This law imposes
penalties, with Article 6 stating that individuals convicted of migrant smuggling, or
attempting to do so, face imprisonment and a fine between 50,000 and 200,000 Egyptian
pounds, or a fine equal to the financial gain obtained, whichever is higher. The penalty
increases to imprisonment and a fine between 200,000 and 500,000 Egyptian pounds, or a
fine equal to the financial gain, if the offender established or led a criminal smuggling
network, if the crime spans across national borders, if the crime endangers the lives or health
of the migrants, or if it involves inhumane treatment (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

Egypt has positioned itself as a key player in addressing migration issues, not just
within its own borders but across Africa and in partnership with Europe. To illustrate, in
June 2016, Egypt convened a significant meeting in Sharm EI-Sheikh, bringing together
African Union nations and Horn of Africa countries. This meeting focused on tackling the
devastating problems of human trafficking and migrant smuggling, showing Egypt's
commitment to regional cooperation (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

Building on this, in March 2017, Egypt and Italy joined forces to launch a crucial
training program. They recognised that law enforcement plays a vital role in combating
illegal immigration, so they offered specialised training to police officers from 22 African
nations. This collaboration aimed to equip these officers with the skills and knowledge
needed to stop smuggling operations and protect vulnerable migrants. Later that year, in
November, Egypt hosted another important conference in Luxor. This event brought together
all the various entities involved in the complex migration route between Africa and Europe,
fostering dialogue and coordinated action. It was a place where all relevant parties could
exchange ideas and increase collaboration (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

Egypt's involvement extends to high-level international agreements. For example, in
November 2014, Egypt endorsed the Rome Declaration, a joint effort between the European
Union and Horn of Africa countries. This declaration focused on helping Horn of Africa
nations address the root causes of illegal immigration, such as poverty and conflict.

Essentially, Egypt was supporting efforts to create conditions that would reduce the need for
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people to migrate in the first place (de Waal & Rachel, 2016). A human security strategy for
the European Union in the Horn of Africa. Furthermore, Egypt participated in crafting the
Valletta Summit agreement in Malta in November 2015, demonstrating its ongoing
commitment to shaping global migration policy (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

In August 2016, Germany and Egypt formalised cooperation to address illegal
immigration (Andrade & Hammad, 2021). This agreement focused on two key areas:
guiding those seeking legal pathways to Germany, and supporting Egyptian authorities with
logistical support and training to combat smuggling operations at borders, ports, and airports.
This dual approach emphasises both proactive prevention and reactive enforcement (Al-
Kashef & Martin, 2019).

Further demonstrating international trust in Egypt's capabilities, a 2018 protocol was
signed with Italy to combat crime and immigration. This agreement reflects the confidence
of Italian and European security agencies in Egypt's expertise and training capacity,
particularly in preventing smuggling networks. Notably, the protocol also aims to facilitate
family reunification for Egyptian workers legally residing in Italy, addressing a crucial
human aspect of migration (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

In October 2018, Egypt and the European Union strengthened their cooperation with
a comprehensive agreement to combat illegal immigration, human smuggling, and human
trafficking (Tsourapas, 2020). This agreement included seven projects, funded with 60
million euros, across fifteen Egyptian governorates. These projects aimed to examine the
root causes of migration, addressing the underlying factors that drive people to leave their
homes (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

More recently, on March 17, 2024, a significant agreement was reached with the
signing of a joint declaration between the Egyptian President and the President of the
European Commission. This declaration elevated the relationship between Egypt and the
European Union to a strategic and comprehensive partnership grounded in justice, respect,
and mutual trust. Recognising their long-standing historical ties and close geographical and
cultural connections, both parties committed to deepening their collaboration to promote
stability, peace, and shared prosperity. The European Union acknowledged Egypt's pivotal
role as a reliable partner and its unique strategic position as a cornerstone of security,
moderation, and peace in the Mediterranean, the Near East, and Africa.

On a national level, the Ministry of Immigration has taken a proactive approach

through the "Survival Boats" initiative, a project launched by the Egyptian president. This
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initiative aligns with Egypt's commitment to the Global Compact for Migration, a landmark
international agreement adopted in Morocco in December 2018. The "Survival Boats"
initiative is designed to educate and empower vulnerable communities, particularly those in
areas where people are most likely to risk illegal sea journeys. They are being given
information about the dangers of illegal immigration, and are offered alternative paths. The
program included educational and training programs for work skills, and entrepreneurship,
and also included going door-to-door to inform people. This is a very direct way of helping
those who feel they have no other options (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

The Egyptian government recognises immigrants as vulnerable individuals, often
exploited by smugglers and traffickers. However, the 2016 law marked a shift in approach,
significantly increasing penalties for those who profit from these crimes. Beyond
enforcement, the government now actively supports potential migrants by providing
information on job opportunities within national projects, educating them about the risks of
illegal journeys, and offering training programs to facilitate legal migration. This multi-
faceted strategy has proven effective in curbing illegal immigration, strengthening border
security, and establishing a strong legal framework to combat migrant smuggling.

At the same time, Egypt has a long history of welcoming refugees and migrants from
diverse backgrounds. They are treated equitably, integrated into Egyptian society, and
granted access to essential services like healthcare and education, similar to Egyptian
citizens. Furthermore, they enjoy freedom of movement within the country. This
comprehensive approach, combining border control, legal reform, and support for vulnerable
individuals, has positioned Egypt as a successful international model in managing migration

and supporting refugees (Al-Kashef & Martin, 2019).

The National Coordinating Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal

Immigration and Trafficking in Persons (NCCPIMTIP)

Egypt has actively fought against smuggling and illegal immigration by
establishing The National Coordinating Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal
Immigration and Trafficking in Persons on January 23, 2017. It specialises in coordinating
policies, plans, and programs designed to combat and prevent illegal immigration and human

trafficking, in addition to providing necessary care and services for victims of this crime.
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The National Committee is concerned with raising public awareness of the dangers of illegal
immigration and human trafficking. Moreover, the committee works to mobilise the
necessary resources to support efforts to combat these issues, support development as a basis
for combating illegal immigration and human trafficking, provide positive alternatives for
job opportunities, and support legal migration paths. Additionally, the National Committee
pays special attention to protecting the groups most vulnerable to exploitation through
various activities, including building and activating the legislative framework that supports

activities to combat illegal immigration and human trafficking.

Top Priorities of (NCCPIMTIP)

1. To increase public understanding of the risks and alternatives to illegal immigration.
2. To gather the necessary resources to support the effort to combat illegal immigration
(including private sector participation, capacity building of national entities working in the
field).
3. Encourage growth that helps stop illegal immigration
4. To promote the legal/regular migration routes.
5. To safeguard those communities most in danger of exploitation or smuggling.
6. To develop a national infrastructure for gathering and analysing data on illegal
immigration.
7. To construct and implement the legislative framework required to aid in the fight against
illegal immigration.
8. To promote capacity building and regional collaboration by transferring knowledge.

The National Committee is also concerned with cooperation at the national, regional,
and international levels to combat illegal immigration, the smuggling of migrants, and

human trafficking. The (NCCPIMTIP) undertakes the following:

1. Activate cooperation with the United Nations and other relevant intergovernmental
organisations.

2. Work to obtain available support to assist ministries and agencies concerned with
combating human trafficking crimes, illegal immigration, and smuggling of migrants,
including training law enforcement officials, and getting advisory services, all by applicable

laws and regulations.
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3. Work with colleagues at the regional and international levels to share best practices,

experiences, and knowledge.

3.2 Human Rights Approach to Immigration

In today's world, with its divisions and conflicts, it is truly remarkable to reflect on
the fact that on December 10, 1948, the nations of the world came together to unanimously
adopt a comprehensive list of fundamental rights that should be guaranteed to everyone
(Glendon, 1997). The striking opening line of the thirty-article Universal Declaration of
Human Rights outlines fundamental rights: "Every human being has inherent freedom,
equality, and rights from birth." This historic declaration depicts a society where everyone
has the right to certain liberties and rights, a world of true justice and harmony. One such
fundamental right is the freedom of movement, which is protected by the constitutions of
many countries. This right ensures that citizens have the freedom to travel, live, and work
within their own country without clashing with the rights of others and to come and go from
the country as they wish. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states in Article 13
that "everyone has the right to leave any country, including their own, and to return to their
country." Comparably, "Everyone has the right to move freely and choose their place of
residence within their country of legal presence," as well as the unrestricted freedom to leave
any country, including their own, according to Article 12 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (McGregor et al., 2018).

Migration today is an increasingly complex phenomenon, considering who moves,
why, and how. This has become an essential topic of discussion in the international
community. Migration is not only a consequence of severe social, economic, and
environmental stresses and changes but also because the often-dangerous movements of

people worldwide involve fundamental human rights and responsibilities. Migrants,
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especially those in irregular situations, are vulnerable to human rights violations, including
discrimination, marginalisation, exploitation, violence, and xenophobia.

Migrant journeys are becoming longer, more fragmented, and more dangerous as
border controls are tightened and regular routes of entry and residence are narrowed.
Nevertheless, the human rights aspect of immigration is still largely ignored. Immigration is
usually discussed in terms of economic development, security, and border control.
Additional xenophobic debate against immigration helps politicians win votes, and in times
of crisis, immigrants are convenient scapegoats to blame for social and economic hardship.
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
recognises the seriousness of the human rights challenges related to migration. This office is
working to close the protection gap between the human rights norms enshrined in
international law and the many human rights violations that occur in practice. OHCHR
strongly advocates incorporating human rights perspectives into immigration policies and
procedures and calls for the realisation of the human rights of all migrants, regardless of
immigration status, in line with international human rights frameworks (Madi, 2024).

Das (2022) highlighted the persistent humanitarian crises arising from the increased
number of people seeking refuge in the United States and the European Union (EU). The
study pointed out that political leaders in both regions have struggled to find effective
solutions to the border challenges caused by the influx of refugees and asylum seekers. These
individuals, driven by fear of persecution or violence in their home countries, are
understandably reluctant to return (Das, 2022).

The past decade has witnessed a significant surge in migration from the Middle East
and Africa, with Europe being the primary destination. The peak of this wave in 2015
brought immigration to the forefront of public discourse, becoming a divisive issue that
continues to shape societal debates. While data from various sources indicates a general
trend of negative attitudes towards migration among Europeans, there are notable differences
in perspectives between the older and newer EU member states (Bartoszewicz et al., 2022).

The root causes of economic migration from Africa are deeply intertwined with
systemic inequalities. Issues such as unequal income distribution, limited access to
healthcare and education, and the social exclusion of vulnerable populations are significant
drivers. In particular, the growing number of people lacking access to adequate healthcare
appears to have a substantial impact on migration flows. High mortality rates in regions with

insufficient healthcare underscore the existing disparities. Consequently, many African
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migrants seek to relocate to countries with higher incomes, strong healthcare systems, and

comprehensive social security networks (Aslan, 2022).

3.2.1 The 1951 Refugee Convention

Countries around the world gradually developed a collection of principles to protect
people who had to run away from their countries. They made a series of agreements and
laws to make sure everyone gets treated fairly, especially people who are forced to leave
because they're in danger. The big one of these is called the 1951 Refugee Convention. This
Convention does a couple of things. First, it says exactly who counts as a "refugee." Second,
it lists all the rights and help that refugees should get. There's also an organisation called the
UNHCR, which is the main helper for refugees. They make sure countries follow these rules
and turn them into their laws so refugees are safe. Normally, your country is supposed to
protect you. Sometimes, things get so bad that people have to leave. Maybe they're being
treated unfairly because of their beliefs, or there's a war, or things are just really dangerous.
So, they have to go to another country to be safe (Das, 2022). That's why the world has these
rules because refugees don't have their governments protecting them anymore.

The 1951 Convention says that if a country takes in refugees, they have to protect
them and treat them fairly, according to international rules. The Convention defines a refugee
as someone who's outside their home country and is scared to go back. They are scared
because they might be hurt or killed because of their race, religion, nationality, or what they
believe politically. Countries that sign this Convention have to do certain things to help these
people. The 1951 Convention is like a rulebook for how to decide who's a refugee and how
to treat them. It helps tell the difference between people who are just asking for a safe place
(asylum seekers) and people who officially qualify as refugees. To be a refugee, you have to

prove you have a real reason to be scared to go back home (Das, 2022).

The 1951 Convention also grants the following further rights:

* The prohibition against expulsion unless specific and regulated circumstances are met
(Article 32).
* The freedom from punishment for entering a contracting state's territory without

authorization (Article 31)
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* Nondiscrimination is guaranteed by Articles 3 and 5.

* The right to decent work (Articles 17 to 19 and 24)

* The right to housing, land, and property, including intellectual property (Articles 13, 14,
and 21)

* The right to education (Article 22)

* The right to freedom of religion (Article 4)

* The right to access to justice (Article 16)

* The right to freedom of movement within the territory (Article 26 and Article 31)

* The right to be issued civil, identity, and travel documents (Articles 12, 27, and 28)

* The right to social protection (Articles 23 and 24).

When talking about the 1951 Refugee Convention, it is really important to look at
how it plays out in real-world situations. And one of the most heartbreaking examples is the
Syrian crisis, which started back in 2011. Over 220,000 people lost their lives. Meanwhile,
6.5 million people were forced to leave their homes but are still trapped inside Syria, and 9
million people are in desperate need of help within the country itself. On top of that,
thousands of people have been tortured while locked up. In addition, four million Syrians
have fled to neighbouring countries, seeking any kind of safety (Abuzayd et al., 2015).

It is a complete humanitarian disaster. All the rules about how conflicts should be
fought are being broken over and over again by everyone involved in the fighting. Now,
those laws are supposed to help people during conflicts, but they just cannot keep up with
the scale of the violence in Syria. Even basic human rights, such as the right to live safely,
are being completely ignored. Because of this conflict, millions of Syrians have become
refugees, forced to leave their country. Syrian refugees are now the largest group of people

seeking asylum within the European Union (Relations, E.-1. 2023).

3.2.2 The impact of the Migration Crisis on Human Rights

The circumstances brought by globalisation and the disparity in living standards
throughout the world have given human migration across borders new meanings, especially
when human rights are considered. To determine how the migration crisis has impacted
human rights within the European Union, Matveevskaya et al. (2021) focused on how
fundamental human rights are upheld in the context of migration. The study pointed out that

regarding the right to asylum as a fundamental tenet of human rights law, an unprecedented
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level of integration has allowed the EU to set up a pan-European asylum system based on
the principles outlined in the 1951 Geneva Convention and the 1967 Additional Protocol.
The European Union's member nations are moving towards establishing a uniform stance on
problems of international protection and immigration policy. As migrants entering the
country illegally has been a long-standing issue, several scientific publications, media
outlets, and political pronouncements have emphasised the mixed nature of the migration
crisis, which began in 2015, when more than 1,800,000 migrants and refugees entered
Europe (Matveevskaya et al., 2021). The increase in migration and the failure of the
European Union member states to implement measures quickly and effectively to facilitate
the burden on recipient nations, as well as the resulting social and political crises, are all
referred to as “Europe's migrant crisis.” One of the significant difficulties in managing the
refugee population is the different nature of the migration flows of prospective refugees
travelling for economic or other reasons. The European nations in charge of processing
asylum applications have discovered that these immigrants arrived in Europe for reasons
other than humanitarian ones. Since each applicant needed to be treated individually, the
situation in reception centres was complicated, and displaced people were treated as
lawbreakers. Consequently, the mixed nature of migration to Europe in recent years has
become one of the most significant barriers to controlling the migration flow (Matveevskaya
etal., 2021).

Despite being protected by multiple international treaties and European laws, abuses
of the right to seek refuge have increased in recent decades. By utilising strategies like tighter
border controls, EU nations are preventing migrants from accessing their countries. Many
nations send military or law enforcement personnel to the border to prevent migrants from
crossing. Hungary is a prime example of keeping migrants out of their country, it built a
barbed-wire barrier along its border with the Czech Republic for this reason. Even though
European nations are combating immigration, more than 90% of asylum seekers do so
illegally (Matveevskaya et al., 2021).

Collste (2015) pointed out that some European countries deny immigrants and
refugees any structural protection, hence, refugees and migrants will rely on the kindness of
the decision-makers instead. However, people in poorer countries are more likely to try to
emigrate as awareness of their living conditions grows, as in the case with boats crossing the
Mediterranean every day that are overflowing with African migrants and refugees trying to

get to Europe, and also the migrants from Latin America who attempt to cross the border
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between Mexico and the US. Of course, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights does
not help in making immigration unrestricted, even though that is one of the rights of
immigrants (Collste, 2015).

Promel (2023) examines the impact of the 2015 European refugee crisis on the ethnic
identity of resident migrants in Germany, using an experimental environment in which
refugees are assigned to specific counties by state authorities without having a choice in
where they go. The research stated that while local people remained worried about crime,
xenophobia grew in places with more refugees who were more concerned about the locals'
potential reaction (Promel, 2023, p.19). In the same context, despite international laws, many
migrants arriving in the EU are detained. This detention raises serious concerns about
violating the European Convention on Human Rights, which prohibits wrongful detention.
Furthermore, Article 26 of the 1951 Refugee Convention states that "Each Contracting State
shall accord to refugees lawfully in its territory the right to choose their place of residence
and to move freely within its territory, subject to any regulations applicable to aliens
generally in the same circumstances" (Sharp, 2013). The widespread detention of migrants
within the EU directly contradicts these fundamental legal protections.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) highlights the particularly
vulnerable situation of children within Europe's migration flows. They often lack access to
essential care and are at a heightened risk of becoming victims of human trafficking. Ideally,
children's rights should receive the maximum protection. Yet, the realities of migration often
place children in overcrowded facilities and camps alongside adults, where they face the
threat of violence (Matveevskaya et al., 2021).

On the other hand, European nations have adopted actions against international and
European law to keep refugees from crossing their borders. It is evident that even
fundamental human rights, which have long since been incorporated into customary law, no
longer apply to everyone in times of emergency. Countries that do not uphold human rights
generally commit the most unacceptable abuses, although even more democratic nations
often fall short of their obligations in times of crisis (Matveevskaya et al., 2021). The EU
countries' first focus was their security, and migrants were seen as a problem to be solved
and a burden to be shared rather than individuals whose rights should be protected. Based
on a comparison of the situation before and during the immigration crisis of 2015, it is
possible to conclude that human rights violations have been primarily caused by ineffective

immigration laws, the unpreparedness of the European Union asylum system, and the
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significant lack of solidarity between European member states at the time when the system
desperately needed reform. It is necessary to consider how the situation will change to
guarantee the right to reunification, protection from discrimination, and enjoyment of all the
refugees’ rights, including the right to integration (Matveevskaya et al., 2021).

However, the enormous number of migrants has led to political conflict between
some Member States of the European Union, which is evidence that the "migrant crisis" is
more of a human rights problem and a crisis of European ideals. It is now possible to notice
the politicisation of the immigration process, which results in the attention turning away
from assuring and defending the life, health, and other fundamental rights of refugees and
towards understanding migration as a " criminal phenomenon." The fact that a person's legal
status still governs the exercise of fundamental rights is one of the leading human rights
problems. Therefore, even refugees, a group entitled to mandatory international protection
under international law, find themselves in a legal vacuum before they obtain official status
(Allen et al.,2018). Additionally, some European nations tend to use a method of enforcing
immigration regulations by weakening the provision of migrants’ rights. Thus, European
institutions must respond with new methodological approaches to detect and analyse the
consequences of new immigration policies at various levels of migratory governance. These
new immigration policies will have significant implications for preventing "undesirable"
migrants from entering EU Member States or deporting them after they have arrived (Allen
et al., 2018).

Taking into consideration that opening borders to free movement could threaten
countries' ability to protect and advance domestic social justice in the current context of
growing geographic mobility opportunities, removing borders could significantly increase
personal mobility and freedom while dramatically redistributing income and opportunity
globally (Baubdck, 2019).

It has been noted that the refugee crisis in Europe is also a crisis of European
integration. EU Member States have unique obligations towards one another and general
obligations to accept migrants, with sincere cooperation and a commitment to maintaining
open internal borders. These obligations are connected, so the Member States' refusal to
fulfil their general duties to admit refugees has resulted in the construction of fences, ongoing
border controls, and a general decline in cooperation between the European Member States.
According to Baubock (2018), European countries should work together to build a refugee

protection system. This requires accepting criteria for distributing refugees other than
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income and state size, such as allowing states to relocate refugees to their territory or
providing financial aid for their integration into different states. However, the international
sphere lacks the relatively strong guarantees of compliance by the states engaged that are
needed for a legitimate refugee protection system. Even if most states choose not to comply,
the remaining states still have moral obligations to cooperate in a burden-sharing plan. The
EU is in an almost ideal position to establish an effective burden-sharing system, including
all its Member States, because it is a regional union of states with relatively solid
supranational institutions (Baubdck, 2018).

On the other hand, asylum claims from migrants are currently evaluated throughout
Europe using legal imaginaries of citizenship, which has the effect of criminalising many
migrants' presence in Europe as "illegal" and creating a socio-legal framework that
encourages exclusion. As "the presumably transparent consequence of unauthorised border
crossing," deportation is justified for EU member states. The main political dispute between
EU governments now centers on whether closing external borders must be coordinated at
the EU level or can be more successfully achieved by independent actions of member states
compelling others to do the same, including internal borders within the Schengen area (Crane
& Lawson, 2020, p.2).

The influx of refugees has become a major challenge for the European Union. While

the 1.3 million refugees and migrants who arrived in 2015 seemed like a huge number at the
time, it is important to remember that countries like Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey have been
hosting significantly larger refugee populations for years (Baubock, 2019).
The real crisis for the EU is not just about numbers; it is about unity. The EU countries are
struggling to agree on how to replace the Dublin Regulation, which is the system for deciding
which country is responsible for processing asylum claims. They also cannot agree on a fair
way to share the responsibility of caring for refugees. This lack of agreement is a direct threat
to the very existence of the EU itself. A big part of the problem is the rise of populist, anti-
immigrant political parties across Europe. These parties are gaining more and more
influence, and their ideas are even being adopted by mainstream political parties, who are
afraid of losing voters. This creates a toxic atmosphere for refugees and makes it even harder
to find humane and fair solutions (Baubdck, 2019)

On the other hand, migration is a contentious topic in Europe that impacts both the
supranational integration process and the day-to-day policies of EU member states. Thus,

the collection of EU immigration policies exhibits a security-oriented viewpoint (Aslan,
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2022). The history of immigration to Europe can be examined in further detail to assist in
understanding this problem. Although the crisis might have been expected and most human
rights violations could have been avoided, the EU had no logical migration policy and was
divided and uncertain (Grigonis, 2017, p.98).

The Member States are likely responsible for most of the abuses of the rights of
migrants, and the EU did nothing to stop the violations due to internal disputes. The role of
EU agencies (as well as coordination of the national police forces) should be reevaluated
and clearly defined in terms of crisis management because these institutions could carry out
crucial tasks to ensure the protection of human rights in a crisis (Grigonis, 2017, p.98).

Human trafficking is one of the other clearest forms of violations of international law
and human rights. Italy is particularly impacted by human trafficking because of its location,
as it serves as both a destination and a transit country for survivors who are later exploited
in other EU Member States.

Esposito et al. (2016) looked into what happens to many Nigerian women who are
tricked and forced into trafficking before they even get to Italy. The study stated that these
women often end up in detention centers for people who don't have the right papers and
come to Italy in irregular ways. The study found that because of stricter immigration laws,
the way the media often portrays migrants as criminals, and also because of laws against
prostitution in many Italian cities, things have gotten much worse for these women. Instead
of focusing on helping women who have been victims of trafficking, the focus has shifted to
just getting rid of them and hiding prostitution from view. These women are often just seen
as "migrants," not as individuals who have been through terrible trauma. They miss out on
getting the support they desperately need, and instead, they get caught up in the detention
system and are at risk of being sent back to where they came from. The study also found that
the whole system of immigration control is failing these women. It is not stopping human
trafficking, and it is not protecting the victims. When some of these women go to the police
to report the people who are exploiting them, they often end up getting an order to leave the
country. Even worse, many of these women have been abused in other countries, like Niger
or Libya, before they even get to Italy. Then, they are immediately locked up in detention
centres when they arrive. So, they're survivors of a brutal system that spans across multiple

countries, a system that is designed to exploit their bodies (Esposito et al., 2016).
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3.2.3 Violence Against Migrants

According to Dempsey (2020), violence is the intentional use of physical force or
power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or a group or community, that
either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, or psychological harm.

The 'War on Terror' paradigm has significantly influenced the perception of
migration, framing it as a security concern and fostering narratives that exaggerate the
perceived threats posed by immigrants. This securitisation of migration is enacted through
governmental power structures and practices, which inform both legislation and policy
implementation (Dempsey, 2020).

The merging of immigration and asylum policies with security concerns has resulted
in heightened border security and law enforcement measures aimed at preventing irregular
immigration into Europe. Consequently, transnational irregular migration is often portrayed
as a challenge to state sovereignty and control over its borders and population. While migrant
mobility can indeed strain state capacities for border management and population
classification (citizens, foreigners, etc.), the implementation of border control measures has
been observed to correlate with increased instances of violence and migrant deaths
(Dempsey, 2020).

Since 2015, following the arrival of over one million refugees fleeing civil conflicts,
armed violence, persecution, and economic hardship, border security has ascended to a
position of strategic priority within the European Union (EU) and its member states. These
migrants, driven by dire circumstances and the pursuit of refuge, encounter pervasive
violence across their migration journey. This violence occurs in their countries of origin,
during transit countries, and within host nations, indicating the transnational nature of violent
phenomena and underscoring the complex challenges faced by migrants (Dempsey, 2020).

On the other hand, sexual and gender-based violence hurts a person's and their
family's health as well as society. According to the World Health Organization, sexual
violence is any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual comments or
advances, acts to traffic, or otherwise directed against a person's sexuality using coercion by
any person regardless of their relationship to the victim, in any setting, and can include rape
or other forms of assault involving a sexual organ. Sexual assault can have a very negative

effect on both mental and physical health (Dempsey, 2020, p.5).
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In the same context, Bradby et al. (2023) conducted semi-structured interviews with
166 displaced people who had experienced sexual and gender-based violence and 107
service providers for displaced people in Australia, Sweden, Turkey, and the UK. The study
indicated that the failure to design and deliver services that help displaced people recover
from such violence represents an ongoing failure to comprehend. Most of the time, services
were difficult to get and did not give priority to migrants' needs (Bradby et al., 2023, p.5).

While there is violence in source countries where forced migration is common,
irregular migrants travelling to and within Europe suffer a variety of violent crimes,
detention, and even death. The efforts of EU nations to "securitise migration" and military
border checks at their external borders have grown stronger over time. Violence against
migrants is produced and encouraged by policy responses that strongly emphasise tighter
border security as a prevention against irregular migration to Europe. Migrant women
continue to confront difficulties in accessing health services globally due to a lack of
financial independence, and the shame and embarrassment associated with female sexuality,
or constrictive ideas about how and when women can lawfully seek care (Dempsey, 2020).

While men are often seen as the primary victims in conflicts, women also face
significant harm, including sexual violence, forced displacement, and several other abuses.
For example, women may be subjected to trafficking, forced prostitution, or even torture just
because of their gender. Abuses of the sexual and reproductive health and rights of migrant
and refugee women point to a "willful indifference" to their suffering. The women must first
have access to their required services, and we must make sure to consider the context of the
care we give to women's lives and the full consideration of their human and reproductive
rights. This demonstrates that we are aware of women's needs and must fulfil those needs to
uphold women's human dignity (Endler et al., 2020).

On the other hand, Kerwin (2020) investigated the potential impacts of immigration
on future employment and labour market dynamics. The study posits that driven by factors
such as violence, natural disasters, and state failures to uphold fundamental obligations,
international migration flows are projected to increase. Additionally, dishonest politicians
and media outlets will continue to blame immigrants. Thus, xenophobia will rise, and
immigrants will face hostility in host communities (Kerwin, 2020). In other words, migration
has become risky due to the rise in individuals being forcibly displaced and militarised
border policing measures. Despite experiencing torture both on their route and at the

frontiers of Europe, migrants and refugees continue to enter Western nations. At the same
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time, the vulnerability migrants experience throughout their journey and at the border
crossing is becoming more well-known due to the increased reporting on the negative
impacts of displacement and related violence experienced during migrants' trips to host
nations (Guarch-Rubio et al., 2020).

However, there are actors in Europe who are against immigration and who portray it
as a threat to nation-states. Instead of focusing on how countries are dealing with the
phenomenon of migration, coverage of the so-called "migration crisis" has therefore been
criticised for giving a negative notion to the term migrants and refugees. Several studies have
examined the prevalence of traumatic events experienced by migrants and refugees in transit
and their home countries. Migrants and refugees have been subjected to various human rights
violations, including inhumane and degrading treatment, during their travel and stay at EU
borders. This provides insight into how politically supported and systematic violence is
directed against refugees (Guarch-Rubio et al., 2020).

It is important to understand that people don't just decide to leave their homes easily.

Moving to another country for a better life is a huge, difficult decision. It involves a lot of
planning and hard work. Sometimes, people who are forced to leave their homes end up in
refugee camps, waiting for a chance to move somewhere safer. We saw this, for example,
with people who fled the war in Syria and ended up in camps in Jordan.
However, these camps often struggle to provide enough for everyone. When countries face
economic problems, or when crime and danger increase in the camps, things get even harder.
People might find it difficult to get basic necessities like clean water, food, and medicine.
When things get this bad, some people feel they have no choice but to try and reach Europe.
At the same time, many countries are trying to stop people from coming in. They're closing
their borders and sending people back, even if those people are in danger. This practice of
deporting people considered “unwanted” makes it even harder for them to move safely. It
also pushes people to use dangerous smuggling networks, which can make their journey
much more dangerous. So, the very actions meant to stop migration are making things worse
for people who are desperate to find a safe place (Dempsey, 2020, p.5).

We're seeing more and more how migration pushes us to think about what it means
to be human. In just one year, 2016, over 5,000 people trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea
died or vanished. That's a shocking number, and it means that most of the migrant deaths

around the world that year happened right there (Gammeltoft-Hansen, 2017, p.28).
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As many migrants are in such a fragile situation, and because they're often trying to
stay hidden, they face all kinds of violence and mistreatment as they travel. Sadly, as more
people try to migrate without the right papers, there's also a rise in people trying to take
advantage of them. Smugglers, criminal gangs, and even some governments or locals try to
exploit these vulnerable people. It is like a cruel business that feeds on their desperation
(Gammeltoft-Hansen, 2017, p.28).

Lori & Boyle (2015) highlighted how widespread migration occurs across Africa
when violence or poverty forces people to leave their homes. This often involves people
from nations like the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and
Mozambique. These movements of refugees are frequently accompanied by serious human
rights abuses, including violence against women. The study also examined the broader issue
of forced migration, noting that people cross borders for many reasons, such as war, conflict,
oppression, and natural disasters. As a result, the growing number of people migrating
globally presents a significant challenge for the international community. Millions are
leaving their home countries in search of safer and better lives because of unstable
governments. Organisations like the UNHCR and WHO have provided guidance on how to
prevent and address violence against women in these situations (Lori & Boyle, 2015).

On the other hand, Ghosn et al. (2019) investigated the situation of migrants and
refugees in Lebanon, a country hosting over a million Syrian refugees. The study explored
how experiencing violence during Lebanon's civil war (1975-1990) shaped people's attitudes
and empathy towards these refugees. The research revealed that individuals who had
personally endured the hardships and trauma of war were more likely to feel compassion for
refugees and believe they should receive assistance. However, the study also found that
personal exposure to violence or displacement did not directly predict whether someone

would support welcoming refugees into the country (Ghosn et al., 2019).

3.2.4 Forced Deportation of Immigrants

Forced migration is a conceptual category within migration studies encompassing
people experiencing human displacement, such as refugees, asylum seekers, and

undocumented migrants (Huot et al., 2016).
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Many countries have tightened immigration laws in response to the enormous rise in
international migration to stem the flow of unauthorised immigrants into their territories.

Rozo et al. (2021) focused on the case of the U.S.A. and Mexico to explore how
deportations from host nations affect violent crime in the countries of origin. The study also
investigates how the geographical concentration of US deportation flows between 1998 and
2015 affected local Mexican violence. The results showed that with increased deportations,
homicide rates significantly increase in communities with rehabilitation centres. Persistent
deportations impact local crime rates over a more extended period. Additionally, longer-
term effects may differ from immediate ones if deportees become criminals due to social
isolation or poor reintegration into Mexican society (Rozo et al., 2021).

On the other hand, substantial differences exist in how different countries handle the
presence of immigrants who have no legal basis for staying. Numerous studies have analysed
the post-arrival immigration enforcement policies in European nations.

Leerkes & van Houte (2020) analysed the return of rejected asylum seekers from six
European countries, looking at both forced and assisted returns. The research found that
while most rejected applicants did not return, the policies and return patterns differed greatly
between countries. This highlights the importance of considering the different ways
European countries enforce post-arrival rules. Denmark and Norway, for example, tend to
have stricter views on citizenship, making it difficult for undocumented immigrants to
become citizens. They often house these immigrants in reception centres. Germany, while
also focusing on citizenship, is more open to providing pathways to citizenship for
undocumented immigrants. Sweden stands out with the most inclusive approach to
citizenship, actively granting citizenship to certain groups of undocumented people (Leerkes
& van Houte, 2020). Spain, on the other hand, has taken a more integration-focused
approach. As early as 1985, Spanish law aimed to facilitate the integration of outsiders into
Spanish society. By 1991, with increasing undocumented migration, the focus shifted to
ensuring social integration between locals and foreigners living and working in Spain.
Furthermore, the 1994 Plan for the Social Integration of Immigrants established the National
Forum for the Social Integration of Immigrants to include immigrants' voices in discussions
about their integration (Calavita, 2009).

It is interesting to note that Catalonia is often seen as a leader in immigrant
integration (Calavita, 2009). The Catalan government created the Secretary of Migration

position in 2000 specifically to develop a long-term integration strategy. For instance, many
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Latin American workers arrive in Spain expecting to find a familiar culture, only to be
surprised that Catalan, not just Spanish, is spoken in schools in Catalonia. To address this,
schools hired cultural mediators to help Spanish-speaking students adapt, as teachers
sometimes struggle to use Catalan effectively. Additionally, a Catalan government office
dedicated to migrants provides guidance on various aspects of life, including work, leisure,
health, family, housing, and living costs. Furthermore, Catalonia's Migration Plan from 2001
to 2004 served as a blueprint for integration. This plan focused on managing the
multiculturalism that comes with migration, especially within Catalonia's strong regional
identity. While acknowledging that integration would be a gradual process, the plan
emphasised the importance of established integration principles (Calavita, 2009).

On the other hand, deportees may be at risk for various medical issues while lacking
access to necessary medical care. Information about the health of returning migrants is
required to inform programs aimed at their social integration.

Fernandez et al. (2014) focused on examining the general health state and health
treatment accessibility of Mexican migrants deported via the border between Mexico and
the United States. The study started to document some health risks experienced by Mexican
deportees. The results indicated that compared to voluntary returnees, deportees from the
US had less access to healthcare. A difference was seen among individuals who received
medical insurance coverage, perhaps reflecting working conditions associated with the
migrants' unauthorised status. The findings also revealed a distinct and statistically
significant link between deportation and the perception of one's health. Different factors can
be involved, such as the possibility of worsening living and working conditions due to their
undocumented status, which could account for the distinction between deportees and
migrants who voluntarily return to their country of origin. (Fernandez et al., 2014).

For a long time, policymakers did not focus on what happens when migrants are
forced to go back home; however, researchers are starting to realise how big an impact this
has. For instance, it can be tough for people who are forced to return to find a job or start a
business. They might not know the local laws or customs, and they might not have friends
or family there to help them out.

In this regard, David (2017) looked into Moroccan deportees. The research showed
that returning home isn't usually the end of a migrant's journey but rather a really important
part of deportee life. People who are forced to go back, either by outside circumstances or

government rules, have a harder time making a living in their home countries. They also face
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a colder reception from their communities because their migration can be seen as a failure.
In addition, they might be less willing to adapt since the change was forced on them (David,
2017).

On the other hand, Huot et al. (2016) aimed to understand what kind of job
experiences displaced people have. While everyone who moves to a new place has to deal
with changes in their work life, people who are forced to move often lose their jobs or have
to take lower-paying ones. Things like poverty, discrimination, and a lack of resources can
make it hard for them to find new work and settle back in. On top of that, displaced people
are often excluded from society, which makes it tough to access things like social support,
cultural events, or even just basic economic opportunities. This can lead to them feeling
lonely, isolated, and losing their sense of who they are, which can be incredibly discouraging

(Huot et al., 2016)

Concluding Remarks

The geographical positioning of a nation significantly influences its political and
social stance on immigration, which subsequently shapes media narratives. The media's
coverage of the migration crisis, particularly in frontline states in Europe like Greece and
Italy, reveals a tendency towards negative framing, potentially exacerbating anti-immigrant
sentiment. This aligns with the hypothesis that national institutions may strategically utilize
such portrayals to deflect responsibility for socio-economic challenges.

The contrast in coverage between countries like Greece and Italy, experiencing the
highest influx of migrants, and those further removed from the crisis, such as Portugal and
Spain, underscores this point. Furthermore, the dominant political ideology within a nation
plays a crucial role. The prevalence of populist rhetoric, particularly in right-wing
publications, often constructs the migration crisis as a cultural threat, exemplified by the
portrayal of refugees as an "invasion" of a national identity. While some media outlets
adopted a more humanitarian approach, particularly in Spain and Portugal, the overall trend
leaned towards portraying migrants as either a burden or a threat.

On the other hand, some European news organisations frequently publish
photographs of refugees and migrants, portraying them as victims. Nevertheless, there are
also frames showing them as a possible burden or threat to European values. However,

pictures of migrants and refugees are more likely to portray them as victims or in a positive
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light when children are present than when they are not. The best example in this context is
the photo of the drowned boy Aylan Kurdi, a Syrian boy whose boat capsized in the
Mediterranean shortly after leaving shore. This photo is viewed as a humanitarian image
because of the intention behind its dissemination in the mainstream media. The photograph
caught the attention of the entire world, prompting compassion rather than the usual
combination of fear and insecurity.

The persistent negative framing of migration raises serious concerns regarding its
impact on human rights. The principle of non-refoulement, enshrined in the 1951 Refugee
Convention, is increasingly challenged by restrictive border policies and the securitization
of migration. These policies not only infringe upon the human rights of migrants and
refugees but also contribute to a rise in human trafficking and violence against them. The
challenges faced by migrants and refugees, including limited access to public services and
potential exposure to further harm, call for a more humane and sustainable approach to
migration management.

It is fascinating to see how differently European countries handle the integration of
undocumented migrants. This patchwork of approaches shows how tangled up policy, social
views, and what's in the news can be. While some countries, like Germany, Sweden, and
Spain, have taken some pretty forward-thinking steps toward integration, it is an uphill
battle. The constant negativity in the media can easily chip away at these good intentions
and, sadly, deepen the divides in society.

The media's portrayal of the migration crisis reveals a systemic failure to adequately
capture the multifaceted nature of this complex phenomenon. This failure stems from a
combination of factors, including a lack of understanding, implicit biases, and potentially
strategic manipulation by political actors. Addressing this requires a concerted effort by
media organizations, policymakers, and academics to promote responsible reporting, foster
intercultural understanding, and uphold the fundamental human rights of migrants and
refugees. We need to explore solutions beyond simply opening borders to achieve global
justice. There is a need to develop new immigration policies that offer safer alternatives for
those who are risking their lives trying to cross dangerous borders like the Mediterranean or
the US-Mexico border. Implementing more compassionate immigration and asylum
policies, which allow greater entry for refugees and immigrants, would undoubtedly make

huge steps towards global social equality and democracy, especially in the immediate future.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY

This chapter provides the theoretical framework and methodology used in this study.
The study uses framing theory as a lens to investigate, using a mixed-methods approach to
examine how immigration news was reported in Egyptian and European newspapers during
the 2015 European immigration crisis. Hence, this chapter is divided into two sections. The
first section is the theoretical framework, which reviews news framing and the framing
theory concerning the research questions. The second section is the methodology, which
refers to the methodological steps for data analysis to get accurate results.

Before providing the theoretical framework and the methodology, it is important to
refer to the statement of the research problem, the significance of the study, and some

previous studies on media coverage of immigration issues.

-Statement of the Research Problem

The contemporary geopolitical landscape has witnessed an unprecedented surge in
migration towards the European Union. The year 2015 marked a critical point, characterised
by a substantial influx of migrants and refugees, mainly those fleeing the Syrian conflict,
who sought entry through Turkey. This influx caused a crisis, exerting considerable pressure
on European member states and instigating debates concerning the principles of shared
responsibility and burden distribution. Meanwhile, the increase in populist movements
across Europe has intensified the politicisation of migration. These movements frequently
capitalise on societal anxieties regarding migration and frame it as a threat to European
culture, national security, and economic stability.

Over the past decade, scholarly and journalistic interest in media representations of
migration has increased. However, a significant gap exists in the provision of platforms for
migrants to articulate their narratives. Media discourse remains heavily reliant on official
sources, primarily political figures at national, regional, and international levels, thereby

favouring a focus on policy. Opinion leaders, particularly those with political ties, exert

95



substantial influence on public opinion, leveraging media platforms to shape perceptions and
direct attention to specific issues.

A diversity of journalistic and news-framing perspectives characterises
contemporary media coverage of migration. Journalists, operating within specific
ideological and political paradigms, construct narratives that reflect their respective
orientations. Common narratives include both positive representations, which emphasise
sympathy and the benefits of migrant integration and portray migrants as victims of violence,
and negative representations, which propagate the notion of migrants and refugees as threats
to host communities.

This study aims to investigate the portrayal of immigration issues in Egyptian and
European newspapers. Specifically, it seeks to analyse the media frames employed to
characterise immigrants and refugees and to critically evaluate the advantages and

disadvantages of prevailing press coverage.

- Significance of the Study

Due to the media's pivotal role in shaping public perceptions of migration, this study
holds significant relevance as it analyses the coverage of immigration issues in European
and Egyptian newspapers. The way news outlets present immigration issues directly
influences how the public understands and reacts to them. By critically analysing the media
frames employed by Egyptian and European newspapers and the language used to tell
immigration stories, the study aims to illuminate the distinct narratives surrounding
immigration issues. Specifically, it investigates the prevalence of security-centric framing
within European newspapers. This framing, potentially driven by anxieties concerning
increased refugee flows at EU borders, carries the risk of fostering hate speech and hostility
and making successful integration harder within host communities. Negative portrayals can
create prejudice and make it more difficult for migrants to build a new life.

This study also examines the humanitarian frame utilised by Egyptian
newspapers, which focuses on the human suffering of migrants and refugees and depicts
migrants and refugees as victims, potentially leading to the development of more

compassionate and integrated migration policies. This approach could encourage
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governments to create policies that focus on helping migrants and integrating them into
society.

Recognising the inherent editorial biases, ideological orientations, and diverse
agendas of both Egyptian and European newspapers and understanding that each newspaper
has its political leanings and goals, this research seeks to provide a deeper understanding of
the complexities of media representations of migration and how these biases influence the
presentation of immigration news.

Furthermore, by identifying and promoting the most effective media frames that
prioritise human rights and humanitarian perspectives, this study aims to explore the
potential for newspapers to serve as bridges between local populations and migrant
communities, fostering cooperation and solidarity. The idea is that media can help build
understanding and connections between different groups. By conducting a comparative
analysis of news frames employed by three Egyptian and two European newspapers during
the 2015 European migration crisis, the study will determine how these specific newspapers

covered immigration news and portrayed migrants and refugees.

- Previous Studies on Media Coverage of Immigration Issues

The media's influence on public perception of immigration is profound, shaping
social attitudes, policy discourse, and the narratives surrounding immigrant communities.
Media representations, particularly within newspapers, play a crucial role in constructing
public understanding and interpretation of immigration. This section synthesizes key
findings from prior research on media coverage of migration, focusing on recurrent themes,
analytical frameworks, methodological approaches, and significant empirical outcomes.

Brosius (2019) investigated the news coverage of immigration and its effects on trust
in the European Union. The study examined the impact of media coverage of immigration
on political confidence in the European Union in 18 countries between 2012 and 2016, using
the data from European social surveys and media claims to discuss how people with various
beliefs react to media coverage of immigration. The results of the study indicated that over
the duration of the migrant and refugee crisis, opinions towards immigration became a more
significant predictor of trust in the EU. When immigration is discussed more frequently or
more positively, left-wing citizens - who are normally more in favour of immigration and

providing asylum - don't exhibit notable changes in their assessment of the European Union.
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However, news that supports immigration may have a negative effect and decrease the trust
of right-wing citizens in the EU.

Mccann et al. (2023) examined the dynamics of press coverage of widespread
migration in Europe caused by conflicts using two case studies: the 2015 refugee crisis,
which was largely caused by the influx of Syrian refugees, and the current displacement of
Ukrainians. This study aimed to investigate how media discourse has influenced the
narrative around these two influxes and the belief that race has had an excessive effect on
how those narratives are framed. According to the study's findings, media narratives
surrounding landings in Europe in 2015 and 2022, however, show notable disparities
between how Syrian refugees and Ukrainian refugees have been covered. In both cases,
civilians are escaping the complete devastation of their countries by some of the same
enemies. However, the landscape that refugees from Ukraine and Syria faced in Europe in
2022 and 2015, respectively, was shaped by contrast in how refugees were portrayed in the
media, including perceptions of threat, legitimacy as refugees, and economic contribution.
These opposing narratives have surely been shaped by issues of race and ethnic background.

In the same context, some studies have mentioned that public opinion and policy
decisions are greatly influenced by the way topics are presented in the media. To investigate
the differences in media framing and tone of voice between the Syrian refugee crisis in 2015
and the Ukrainian refugee crisis in 2022, a study carried out by Maas (2024) performed a
comparative content analysis of 200 news pieces from popular and high-quality Dutch
newspapers. The two crises' media coverage varied significantly. According to this study,
while the Ukrainian refugee crisis was portrayed in a largely positive light, the Syrian
refugee crisis was mostly presented in terms of accountability, violence, and financial
effects. It is crucial to take into account the larger geopolitical background when interpreting
the study's findings. The Syrian and Ukrainian crises' varying political circumstances and
temporal gaps probably affected how they were portrayed in the media. Editorial policies
may have changed as a result of the coverage of the Syrian refugee crisis, which may have
raised awareness and sensitivity to humanitarian issues. Examining these elements might
yield a more thorough comprehension of how both crises were covered by the media.

Another significant study carried out by Jhunjhunwala & Verma (2024) clarifies how
media organisations choose which stories to report on, how they present those stories, and
how their language and tone affect how the public perceives them. This study aims to

advance knowledge of the complex connection between media and public perception of
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political issues. Through content analysis, the study examined how social media platforms
and traditional news outlets impact public opinion differently; the role that agenda-setting
theory plays in understanding media influence, how media outlets frame political narratives,
the effects of biases within media organisations, the effects of tone and language in media
coverage, and the difficulties media outlets face in striking a balance between objectivity
and audience appeal. According to the study, media organisations have a significant impact
on public opinion by choosing which topics to cover, how to present those topics and the
language and tone of that coverage. These choices have the power to affect which topics are
discussed and given attention and how the general public views them. For example, a news
article regarding healthcare reform could be presented as either an economic issue,
highlighting the expense of healthcare services, or as a public health issue, focussing on
access to inexpensive care. Public opinions and perceptions of political issues can be
influenced by the framing that media sources choose. The study also confirmed that media
outlets have the power to affect what issues gain attention and discussion and to define the
public agenda by giving some topics priority and framing them in particular ways. For
instance, the public may view a political issue as more important or urgent if it receives a lot
of coverage from news organisations.

Mancini et al. (2021) examined immigration coverage in a selection of Belgian,
German, British, and Italian publications between January 2013 and April 2014. To answer
the question of how and to what degree news media ownership concentration impacts
coverage of such a major public interest topic, the study sought to identify which
representations of immigration are disseminated through the news media. The results
showed that immigration coverage is a complicated topic influenced by various frequently
conflicting forces. Findings emphasise that the coverage of immigration cannot be
interpreted and assessed from a single perspective. Therefore, it would be incorrect to
attribute the coverage of such a major problem to a single component. The results also
indicated that there is a clear difference between the Italian and British press regarding the
immigration crisis. The Italian press takes a more global stance, emphasising that Italy
cannot be left to handle immigration issues alone, focusing on centre management, and all
the concrete and pressing issues that the influx of refugees brings up with its dramatic tales.
British newspapers emphasise the economic and job issues that the immigration flow raises,
deviating from the claims of national politicians. They do not concentrate on human interest

stories or the administration of specific immigration regulations. Finally, the results
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confirmed that the political orientation of publications has a significant impact on how
immigrants are represented. According to the study, some articles explain local events in a
balanced manner, primarily concerning the issue and the state of detention facilities and the
number of immigrants in the nation. Additionally, several articles focus specifically on the
connection between immigration, crime, and security.

Examining how the Syrian refugee crisis is portrayed in digital news and how readers'
perspectives are reflected in Germany was the main goal of the research proposed by
Ramirez Plascencia (2017). Data was gathered in this study by looking at German online
news and reader comments about one noteworthy incident that occurred during the real
European migration crisis: the note regarding a Syrian three-year-old child, Aylan Kurdi,
who drowned off the coast of Turkey on September 02, 2015. The primary reasons why
Aylan Kurdi was selected were its extensive global media coverage and its role as a
representation of the deaths brought on by the conflict throughout the years. This study
aimed to comprehend how media portrayals of crises affect German citizens' perceptions.
According to the study, many news readers do not even identify as racists, but as the analysis
of remarks indicates, it is easy to express the same ideological ideas against a certain
minority. Syrian or African migrants are subjected to phrases such as "they do not share our
values" or to an assumption that nearly all refugees are not in actual danger and merely wish
to receive free aid.

By fostering an information environment that frames immigration as society's most
important issue, extensive media coverage of immigration, or media salience, has been
shown to increase anti-immigrant sentiments among natives. Nevertheless, there have been
conflicting results in past studies regarding the connection between media visibility and anti-
immigrant sentiments. While some studies have found that media salience has no noticeable
impact, others have found that it boosts anti-immigrant sentiment.

Jin (2024) looked at the fundamental causes of these contradictory results and used
the idea of public issue salience - the belief that immigration is the most significant issue or
worry - to gather evidence. It argued that public issue salience and anti-immigrant sentiments
are closely related since the immigration problem is a key point of political struggle. In
contrast, the immigration issue stays neutral in a setting where political elites come to an
agreement. Because of their similar immigration histories, the emergence of far-right
organisations, and the different stances taken by their major political parties on the matter,

the UK and Germany were chosen for a comparative examination in this study to investigate
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the extent of media salience's influence and the similarities and contrasts among public
concern salience and anti-immigration sentiments using a variety of methodologies. The
findings indicated that in the UK, where the main political parties had different opinions on
the matter, anti-immigrant sentiment is a direct outcome of public issue salience. In contrast,
the relation between public issue salience and anti-immigrant sentiments was negligible in
Germany, a nation whose key political figures agreed on a welcoming attitude early in the
refugee crisis. Hence, media salience raised the importance of public issues but had little
effect on anti-immigrant sentiments.

Since the "refugee crisis" in 2015, there has been intense discussion over migration
from third countries within the European Union. Popular discussions on immigration-related
topics are crucial, and arguably, media coverage may significantly impact popular
perceptions of immigration's effects and attitudes.

Eberl et al. (2018) concentrated on how the media in Europe covered immigration
and its impacts on immigration. Qualitative and quantitative studies relating media content
to public opinion were included in this research. In order to construct the results and define
the effect of media coverage on audiences, the study carried out a systematic review of
English-language academic journal publications from January 2000 to June 2018. Eighty-
nine journal papers examining the effects or content of immigration news coverage in a
European nation were found. The study adopted two primary lines of research in this area:
agenda-setting and framing. The first strand is predicated on the traditional claim that news
gives us what to think about, while the second strand contends that news also instructs us
how to think about things. The findings of the research revealed that opinions on the subject
are highly varied. Although migrant groups are typically under-represented, when they do
appear in the media, they are frequently portrayed negatively as dangers to the economy,
culture, and security. The study also found that the format and political tilt of media sources
can significantly influence the media discourses surrounding immigration in Europe.

In conclusion, previous studies on media coverage of immigration reveal the
powerful role that the media plays in shaping public discourse. The narratives constructed
through various media sources can significantly influence individual attitudes and broader
societal perceptions of immigration. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for fostering
informed discussions on immigration policies and promoting a more nuanced and

compassionate understanding of immigrant experiences.
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4.1 Theoretical Framework

The newspaper's frame shows and structures specific information to the audience.
Media Frames are systems of interpretation that provide beliefs in a particular description
and interpretation of a problem. Journalists use framing to explain a complex societal issue.
In another sentence, the Frame is a news item's primary organising idea that explains or
facilitates comprehension of the topic or occurrence being discussed. A key element of
frames is the repetition of similar or identical word and symbol groupings. Journalists can
create a tone for an event or topic," by giving it neutral, negative, or positive coverage

(Heidenreich et al., 2018).

4.1.1 Framing Theory

Framing theory is widespread in media studies. News media usually frame the news
and follow particular editorial lines, and it refers to the media's ability to direct attention to
specific points of view and influence how people interpret them. This theory was initially
developed by Goffman (1974) and contributed to popularising the study of framing as a mass
communication theory. According to Goffman, people frame their experiences to understand
problems better. Therefore, the framing hypothesis can explain why news outlets in other
countries cover stories differently.

The framing theory assumes that the media selects particular news and puts it in a
specific frame to deliver a particular meaning or understanding. This theory is based on the
idea that how the news is covered and interpreted shapes the readers’ opinion, so this opinion
is what the newspaper wants to deliver to the public regarding news perception (Lukyanova,
2018).

Examining journalistic frames of immigration issues is important because of their
impact on public attitudes. Unfavourable perceptions of migration in the media often lead to
negative attitudes towards immigrants. Suppose these public attitudes are negative towards
migrants or refugees; this will lead the local population to hate speech and hostility and may

turn into violent crimes against anyone who is not a citizen. The increasing prevalence of
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hate speech and rejection in social media and interactive spaces within mainstream media
has become a priority of academic inquiry in recent years (Arcila-Calderén et al., 2021).
Vincze et al. (2021) suggested that frames play a crucial role by providing cognitive
windows into a narrative and forming the basis of our understanding of news. They also
presented the concept of "multiple and intersecting" frames. These frames can be effectively
utilized to analyse large corpora, as they consistently call upon the same elements and
characteristics, using similar language and symbols in a collection of related interactions

(Vincze et al., 2021)

4.1.2 Common Types of Immigration News Frames

Kalfeli et al. (2022) argued that numerous studies on the way the media has covered
immigration in various nations have shown that the issue has been framed in many ways,
such as a threat to public order, security, and public health, or as a conflict, where
immigration is seen as a source of ongoing conflict between political parties and various
social groups. There is also the victim frame, where immigrants are seen as victims of
injustice, violence, and war who need support and care (Kalfeli et al., 2022).

Vincze et al. (2021) found that securitisation is primarily associated with countries
along the Balkan route. The literature study has demonstrated how the securitisation frame
also dominates these countries' public discourse. It also illustrates how the prominence of
these globally recurring frames may differ by region, reflecting the corresponding
governments' public policy stances and potential public diplomacy initiatives (Vincze et al.,
2021).

Klawier et al. (2022) concluded that the media nearly exclusively uses frameworks
that depict immigrants as a burden or menace to their host nations. This specific frame also
portrays immigrants as a threat to the economies or cultures of the receiving countries
(Klawier et al., 2022).

Lecheler S., Bos, L., & Vliegenthart R. (2015) stated that given that the victimisation
frame highlights the unjust suffering that immigrants endure at the hands of society, we
might hypothesise that it might lead to a rise in compassion. The emancipation frame, which
speaks of independence and immigration as freed citizens, is an emotion that is unlikely to

be significant. Similar to this, we would presume that all the frames will arouse anger rather
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than fear because immigration is a topic that is frequently associated with threats (Lecheler,
S., Bos, L., & Vliegenthart, R., 2015).

Media can significantly influence the public's opinion of a particular political, social,
or economic issue by framing and salience. This study uses the framing theory as a lens to
investigate, using content analysis, how immigration was reported in Egyptian and
European newspapers during the 2015 European immigration crisis. Coverage was
examined from March 1 to September 30, 2015. The sample comprised five newspapers,
three Egyptian and two European. While the threat framing was more commonly used in
most European newspapers, especially in conservative anti-immigration publications, the

human rights frame was more commonly found in Egyptian newspapers.

4.2 Methodology

This section details the study's chosen methodological approach, employing a mixed-
methods design that integrates both qualitative and quantitative analyses. Specifically, it
draws upon in-depth interviews, content analysis, and focus group discussions to provide a
comprehensive understanding of media coverage of immigration. The research commenced
with in-depth interviews, a qualitative method, conducted with media professionals,
including professors, journalists, judges, and media professionals. These interviews
provided valuable insights into the perspectives and experiences of those shaping and
influencing the public discourse on immigration.

Following the interviews, the study utilised content analysis to establish an analytical
framework conducive to achieving its research objectives. This involved a systematic
examination of published news articles retrieved from the online platforms of three Egyptian
and two European newspapers, covering the period from March 1 to September 30, 2015,
encompassing the peak of the European immigration crisis. This content analysis, employed
as a quantitative method, aimed to identify and analyse the various media frames utilised by
both Egyptian and European newspapers in their reporting on immigration during this
critical period. This approach facilitated the comparison of framing strategies across
different media systems and allowed for the exploration of potential variations in coverage

of the same issue within a specific timeframe. The content analysis also involved a detailed
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description of the resources and techniques employed for data collection, specifically
outlining the process of extracting news articles from the selected newspaper websites.
Finally, the study incorporated focus group discussions, another qualitative method,
with four groups of six migrants and/or refugees residing in Egypt. These discussions
provided a platform for exploring and understanding the lived experiences and perspectives
of migrants and refugees themselves regarding the portrayal of immigration in both Egyptian
and European newspapers during the European immigration crisis. The focus groups offered
a valuable counterpoint to the perspectives of media professionals and allowed for a richer,
more nuanced understanding of the complex dynamics surrounding media representations

of migration.

4.2.1 Research Questions

Research questions rather than hypotheses guide this exploratory research. The thesis
established a framework to examine the news coverage concerning immigration issues,
aiming to provide diverse perspectives to identify and examine familiar narratives about
migrants entering Europe in 2015. This study aims to determine which frames newspapers
use to shape public opinion on immigration issues. The content analysis, the interviews, and

focus group discussions aim to answer the following research questions:

RQ1- How do the Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues?
RQ2- How do European newspapers cover immigration issues?
RQ3: What suggestions do you have for improving and developing the Egyptian press's

coverage of immigration issues to make it more effective?

The study aimed to answer these questions using a mixed methods approach of
quantitative and qualitative methods to investigate the media frame coverage of immigration
issues and the perception of migrants and refugees in three Egyptian and two European
newspapers The selection of the newspaper data samples for this study's analysis was the

initial step in the research development.

4.2.2 Data Collection
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This section presents the data collection tools, study samples of the universe, and
data analysis, which the study will rely on. This study relied on a mixed approach combining
quantitative and qualitative methods. This includes in-depth interviews, content analysis,
and focus group discussions.

1- In-depth individual interviews with journalists, judges, media professors and media
experts. It will be a purposive sample that will include interviewees from Egypt and
abroad. An outline of questions will be prepared to ensure the interview flows logically
and fulfils the research objectives.

2- The content analysis will be conducted on 381 immigration news articles published in

Egyptian and European newspapers during the study period.

3- The focus group discussions will be conducted with 24 migrants and /or refugees from

different nationalities and living in Egypt.

Data for the content analysis was collected with certain criteria to make the results more
accurate. A qualitative descriptive study will be performed using content analysis with PSPP

software. The following criteria were used for data collection for the content analysis:

Criteria 1: The newspaper source.

All immigration news published in three different Egyptian newspaper types in Arabic. A/-
Ahram, a state-controlled national publication, 4/-Masry El-Youm, a privately owned
independent publication, and Al-Wafd, a partial publication. In addition, two European

newspapers, one from Spain, E/-Pais (English edition), and Euronews.

Criteria 2: The time frame in which news was published.

The news articles collected were published from March 1, 2015, to September 30, 2015.

4.2.3 Study Samples

The study carried out the content analysis on three different newspaper sources,
including three Egyptian and two European newspapers. The study aims to explore the type
of Egyptian and European newspaper coverage of immigration issues by examining the news
published from March 1, 2015, to September 30, 2015, during the European migration crisis.

Study samples include:
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* The sample of immigration news was extracted from three Egyptian newspapers: A/ Ahram,
which is owned by Eguptian state, 4/ Masry El Youm, which is a private independent
newspaper; and A/ Wafd, which is a partial newspaper.

* A sample of news from two European newspapers: El Pais ( English edition) and Euronews
* A sample of 24 migrants and/or refugees living in Egypt aged between 29 and 39, will be
selected to conduct the focus group discussions.

* In-depth interviews will also be conducted with a sample of judges, journalists, professors,

activists, and media experts.

Three Egyptian and two European newspapers were selected for the study

samples

To analyse and examine Egyptian newspaper coverage of immigration during the
2015 European Immigration Crisis, three types of Egyptian newspapers were selected based
on specific criteria. These included Al-Ahram, a state-owned publication reflecting the
views and policies of the Egyptian government; 4A/-Masry Al-Youm, a privately owned
newspaper; and A/-Wafd, representing the liberal popular movement of the Egyptian Al
Wafd Party. These publications offered a range of perspectives within the Egyptian media
landscape. In addition, two European news sources were chosen for comparative analysis:
the English edition of the Spanish newspaper E/-Pais and the international news network
Euronews. These selections allowed for a comparison of coverage between Egyptian and
European media outlets.

Data collection presented some challenges. While electronic resources at the UAB
library were initially consulted, they did not provide access to the selected Egyptian
newspapers. Consequently, alternative sources were utilised. News articles from A/-Masry
Al-Youm and Al-Wafd were accessed and retrieved directly from their respective websites.
Al-Ahram presented a further obstacle, as online access to its archives for the research period
was unavailable. To overcome this, a visit to the newspaper's headquarters in Cairo was
undertaken, enabling the researcher to access and archive relevant immigration news
published during the study period. The resulting sample of news items from the three
Egyptian newspapers comprised 235 articles published between March 1, 2015, and
September 30, 2015. All articles were downloaded and saved in PDF format.
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For the European newspapers analysis, the English edition of El-Pais and Euronews were
selected. The data collection process for these sources was more straightforward. A total of
146 news items from these two European sources, covering the same period as the Egyptian
articles, were collected and saved in PDF format. Therefore, the total corpus of news items
analyzed in this study consisted of 381 articles, encompassing both Egyptian and European

media coverage of the 2015 European Immigration Crisis.

The sample period for the content analysis, spanning from March 1 to September 30,

2015, was selected for several key reasons.

First, as documented in the Danish Refugee Council's Annual Report 2020, 2015
witnessed a dramatic surge in migration flows, with over 911,000 migrants, refugees, and
asylum seekers reaching European shores via the Mediterranean. The vast majority of these
individuals were fleeing conflict and war. The report also highlights the devastating human
cost of these journeys, estimating nearly 20,000 lives lost in the Mediterranean between 2014
and 2019 (D.R.C. Annual Report, 2020).

Second, the ongoing Syrian conflict, which began in March 2011, had a significant
impact on these migration patterns. By 2015, millions of Syrians had already fled their
country, and many continued to risk perilous sea crossings in attempts to reach Europe
(D.R.C. Annual Report, 2020).

Third, 2015 was marked by a series of tragic maritime disasters in the Mediterranean.
Several instances of overcrowded boats sinking resulted in significant loss of life. For
example, in April 2015, it is estimated that nearly 1,500 people perished at sea. Other similar
tragedies occurred throughout the year, including one incident where over 600 people
drowned and another where approximately 700 lives were lost off the coast of Libya
(UNHCR, 2015). Concurrent with these tragedies, large numbers of Syrian migrants were
arriving in Greece from Turkey, often undertaking the dangerous crossing between the
Turkish coast and the Greek islands, particularly Lesbos (UNHCR, 2015).

Finally, the photo of the three-year-old Syrian boy Aylan Kurdi, whose body washed
ashore on a Turkish beach in September 2, 2015, became a powerful symbol of the human
cost of the crisis. The widespread dissemination of this image through social media,
reaching an estimated 20 million people globally, sparked intense debate across Europe

about the plight of those seeking refuge. By the time Aylan's body was recovered, over
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200,000 people had risked their lives crossing the Mediterranean, and tragically, more than
2,600 had died (UNHCR, 2015). These factors combined to make 2015 a pivotal year in the

European migration crisis, making it a crucial period for the study's content analysis.

4.2.4 Coding and Data Analysis

Coding, the process of assigning symbolic representations to responses to facilitate
categorisation, is crucial for organising data into a manageable number of classes relevant
to the research question (Dibekulu Bahir, 2020). The coding process began with the
identification of significant excerpts from the transcripts and the development of initial
codes. The subsequent analytical stage involved interpreting these data extracts by
identifying emergent codes within the transcribed material (Peel, 2020).

According to Wimmer & Dominick's (2011), content categories can be created
through various methods. This study used emergent coding. The classification of data was
done after an initial look, which allowed for the step-by-step improvement of the coding
system. Specifically, the coding sheet was finalised once the researcher had gained a deep
understanding of the data, making it possible to create relevant and practical categories
(Wimmer & Dominick, 2011). In the same context, Chong & Druckman (2007) point out
the effectiveness of content analysis for looking at framing in communication, especially
after a coding tool has been made for the articles being examined.

Data analysis is a key part of research, greatly increasing the validity and impact of
the study's findings. After collecting the data, it must be go through careful processing and
analysis, based on the already decided research plan. This is essential for maintaining
the strictness of the study, allowing for significant comparisons and clear interpretations
(Dibekulu Bahir, 2020).

The unit of analysis in this study consisted of news articles retrieved from Egyptian
and European newspapers. All texts within these articles that referenced perceptions of
migrants and refugees or described/evaluated immigration coverage were coded. The media
sample comprised 235 news items from the three Egyptian newspapers (4/-Ahram, Al-Masry
Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd) and 146 news items from the two European sources (E/ Pais [English
edition] and Euronews), resulting in a total sample of 381 news texts. The PSPP software
was used to analyse the coded data, identifying patterns, relationships, and trends to facilitate
informed conclusions. Additionally, data collected through interviews and focus group

discussions (in audio or video format) were transcribed, and the resulting text was analysed
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to ensure data integrity. Relationships between identified data patterns and the research
questions were explored, and the findings were contextualised within existing knowledge
and research in the field.

To assess the various verbal news frames employed, each newspaper article,
including any accompanying photographs, was thoroughly examined and coded. Framing
patterns were then identified using the categories defined in the coding scheme, which
included in (Appendix 2) of the study. The coding tool itself was developed after a careful
analysis of numerous media articles. The coding process involved a close reading of each
article to identify the main narrative frame and subsequently determine its specific type.
With a focus on the language used to portray migrants and refugees, all 381 news articles
were examined to determine the most prevalent news frames used in reporting on

immigration issues from March 1 to September 30, 2015.

The Coding Categories Included:

1-The code “The perception of migrants” contained three subcodes: migrants as threats,
migrants as victims, migrants’ integration.

2- The code “Migrant-receiving countries” contained six subcodes: Egypt, Germany, Spain,
Hungary, Turkey, EU.

3- The code “Migrant’s voices” contained three subcodes: inclusion of migrant voices with
dignity, exclusion of migrant voices, and inclusion of NGOs or other networks that work for
migrants.

4- The code “Newspapers and national immigration policies” contained four subcodes: to enforce
border control, to foreground assimilation of migrants, to foreground multiculturalism, new
Integration policies.

5- The code “Type of coverage” contained four subcodes: human rights approach, economy
approach, legal approach, human tragedy approach.

6- The code “Aylan Kurdi Photo” contained two subcodes: yes, no.

7- The code “Newspapers name” contained five subcodes: Al-Ahram (AH), Al-Masry Al
Youm (AM), Al-Wafd (AW), El-Pais (EP), Euronews (EU)

8- The code “Photo included” contained two subcodes: yes, no.

9- The code “Month of the news issued” contained seven subcodes: March, April, May,

June, July, August, September
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4.2.5 Mixed Methods Approach

Many definitions of mixed methods research have been proposed over time.
Although the variety and specifics of these definitions differ, almost all of them refer to the
combination of qualitative and quantitative research techniques (Guest & Fleming, 2015).
Research using mixed methodologies includes both qualitative and quantitative elements. In
a single study that tackles the same research topic but calls for distinct methodologies,
mixed-methods research may be able to provide answers to several research questions (Hadi
etal., 2013).

According to Dawadi et al. (2021), there are many advantages to using mixed
methods in the same study. For example, a mixed-method study methodology is required to
investigate complex social phenomena and comprehend their details. A mixed-method
research approach also helps a researcher answer both confirmatory and explanatory
questions at the same time, particularly in collaborative and practical research. Additionally,
researchers can explain potentially contradictory results that arise from the application of
multiple approaches by using a mixed-method study design. Furthermore, combining data
from many sources or employing data from numerous approaches provides more reliable
results that may support research implications and conclusions (Dawadi et al., 2021).

The main research methods applied in this study are content analysis, in-depth
interviews, and focus group discussions. This study is an example of a mixed methods
approach. The study includes both qualitative and quantitative research components.
Qualitative data are derived from in-depth interviews and focus group discussions, while

quantitative data are derived from content analysis.

The In-depth Interviews

One of the most important techniques in social science research is the interview.
Even though the technique is widely used, there are recognisable features that set good
interviews apart from exceptional ones. Great interviewing is surprisingly challenging, on
one hand, because it is a skill that must be developed over time and on other hand, because
interviewers are often restricted by traditional rules of conduct that prevent them from having

unrestricted access to the subjects of their interviews (Hermanowicz, 2002).
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Any social scientist's methodological tool should include interviews, but researchers
must use them appropriately. As qualitative methods have generally become more popular
in the social sciences, researchers have also begun to combine qualitative and quantitative
approaches in increasingly complex ways. The interview has emerged as the key element of
a qualitative study that is increasingly being discussed in published assessments
(Sayrs,1998). Collecting a large amount of data from a small sample using simple methods
allows researchers to obtain thorough information and a better understanding of the subject.
The ability to examine the generated data while accounting for participants' social lives is
one way that interviews and other qualitative techniques in social science research differ
from quantitative methods (Moser & Korstjens, 2018).

The benefits of conducting interviews include allowing interviewees to talk in their
own voice and convey their ideas and emotions, in addition to providing a comprehensive
picture, analysing language, and reporting in-depth perspectives of informants (Alshengeeti,
2014). However, interviews are valuable because they allow researchers to find information
that is probably not accessible using techniques such as questionnaires and observations.
Additionally, they note that interviews are a natural form of interaction that can occur in a
variety of settings and are not only a means of gathering data (Blaxter et al., 2006).

On the other hand, research projects should strictly adhere to ethical guidelines while
working with human subjects. Every step of the interview process should take ethical
considerations into account. That is, before taking part in the interview, participants should
give their informed consent; this is a crucial step that researchers should follow throughout
the entire study. Therefore, researchers should guarantee that the data acquired will be
completely confidential and anonymous in order to protect the participants' rights and
prevent any harm from occurring. More significantly, participants should be informed that
they are under no obligation to continue with the interview and can leave at any moment
(Alshengeeti, 2014).

According to this perspective, conducting in-depth interviews with media
professionals, journalists, activists, and experts would be necessary to obtain a more
thorough understanding of the significant relationship between news media and the framing
of immigration issues in 2015 in Egyptian and European newspapers. This study involved
conducting interviews with nine judges, media professionals, journalists, and media

specialists who were chosen based on their qualifications and specialisations to gather their
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opinions and experiences regarding newspaper coverage of the 2015 European migrant
crisis.

Nine people make up the purposive sample that served as the basis for the in-depth
interview: one media professor; one Professor of Practice of Global Affairs and Director of
the Center for Migration and Refugee Studies, School of Global Affairs, The American
University in Cairo; two Egyptian journalists, one Greek journalist, one researcher in the
Egyptian National Council for Human Rights, the Chairman of the National Coordinating
Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in Persons
(NCCPIMTIP), one Egyptian judge at the Appeal Criminal Court of Alexandria, and the
director of the Independent Diplomat Organisation in Geneva office. Independent Diplomat
(ID) is a non-profit diplomatic advising organisation that works to strengthen the diplomatic
capabilities of democratic governments and marginalised people to establish more inclusive,
successful, and long-lasting peace processes and international agreements to address the
needs and priorities of people most impacted by crises and conflicts.

The In-depth Interview protocol is included in (Appendix 1) of the study.

The primary goal of mixed methods is to apply analysis by combining the collection
of both qualitative and quantitative data in a study or research project. In this regard, the
study's primary approach at the second level was content analysis, which examined the

articles' existing content with an emphasis on the framing of immigration events

The Content Analysis

Content analysis is one of the most important quantitative methods, involving
methodically examining the body of text to increase its validity and reliability for
conclusions (Kamel, 2021).

Analysis of media content has become a popular research method among media and
communication scholars and practitioners, as well as sociologists, political scientists, and
critical scholars, due to the central role that mass media and, more recently, social media
play in modern, knowledgeable societies. This is especially true given the intense interest in
and frequent concern about the effects of media content on awareness, attitudes, and

behaviour among media consumers (Macnamara, 2018).
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One of the most trustworthy quantitative methods for examining news reporting and
how social actors are portrayed in the media is content analysis. The studies of mass
communication since the 1950s have given attention to content analysis, a qualitative or
quantitative technique for methodically examining written, spoken, or visual evidence
(White & Marsh, 2006). Books, manuscripts, drawings, photographs, conversations that
have been recorded, events that have been videotaped, entries on blogs, comments on online
forums and electronic mailing lists are just a few examples of the many different sources
from which the content may be gathered. Analysing content involves dividing it into
conceptual units, which are subsequently coded or given names. As the analysis is
conducted, the categories are developed through qualitative analysis, and the conclusions on
the text's messages are drawn from the findings (Koufogiannakis et al., 2004).

According to Macnamara (2018), content analysis has been defined and implemented
as a quantitative research method for the majority of its history, and it frequently continues
to employ this methodological approach today. Mixed method approaches are becoming
more popular, nevertheless, as more scholars support content analysis as a qualitative
technique (Macnamara, 2018). However, content analysis is an experimentally supported
approach that goes beyond conventional ideas of symbols, contents, and intents and has been
driven to create its methodology. Content analysis is a research method for drawing reliable
and valid conclusions from texts (Krippendorftf ,2019).

Since finding patterns is crucial and aids researchers in methodologically assessing
news media and its framing, quantitative content analysis was selected as the approach for
the thesis's study subject. As one of the issues of this study is the changes in media
perspective towards migrants and refugees, content analysis is actually quite helpful in this
regard. We can determine who is in charge of assisting in the construction of the messages,
either governments, media owners, journalists, or editors, by using this incredibly helpful
technique for detecting latent and manifest signals in media texts. Therefore, using content
analysis techniques to describe the nature of the content and explore different variables to
make interpretive assumptions is acceptable in this study (Kamel, 2021).

The content analysis of this study included 381 news articles published in Egyptian
and European newspapers from March 1 to September 30, 2015. It involved three Egyptian
newspapers, Al-Ahram, Al-Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd, and two European newspapers, El-
Pais (English edition) and Euronews. This approach will help highlight the roles of news
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coverage and language use in migrant representations, including the perception of migrants

and refugees, immigration policies, migrant voices, and the type of newspaper’ coverage.

Focus Group Discussions

Focus group discussion is a qualitative research method that is very suitable for
collecting data from a selected group of people who discuss their own opinions and
experiences about specific topics provided by the moderator. This technique/tool is widely
used in communication studies, and it allows interaction with the participants to share their
thoughts, knowledge, and attitudes in a free and comfortable environment (Adler et al.,
2019).

Focus group discussion has many advantages. It provides rich data that cannot be
obtained through individual interviews or open surveys, as it relies on the interaction and
discussion process within the group to generate data. On the other hand, interaction in a
focus group encourages participants to express opinions and feelings they might not reveal
in individual interviews, which provides the researcher with opportunities for a deep
understanding of the issue. At the same time, the participants’ interaction helps generate new
ideas and formulate shared concepts that go beyond individual information. This technique
aids the researcher in interpreting the data by providing insight into the group’s interactions

and the reasons for those dynamics (Catterall & Maclaran, 1997).

Methods of the Focus Group Discussion

The study used focus group discussions as a qualitative method to collect rich and
in-depth data, enabling the collation of individual thoughts and feelings. This method was
employed to explore questions about the experiences and perspectives of the participants on
how Egyptian and European newspapers cover immigration issues.
This methodology aims to explain the nature of this research and the theories underpinning
the data collection methods. The data collected through this method cannot be quantified or
measured. Techniques used in qualitative research comprise “small-group discussions” to

examine beliefs and attitudes about normal behavior (Hammarberg et al., 2016).
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The steps involved in the focus group discussion included planning, participant
recruitment, facilitating discussions, analysing participants’ answers, and reporting findings.
The researcher prepared a list of pertinent questions for the focus group discussions based

on the research goals and the literature analysis, and these questions evolved into themes.

Participants and Data Collections

In qualitative research, the sampling process is a vital phase because it significantly
impacts the overall quality of the study (Tuckett, 2004). Therefore, 24 participants were
chosen according to specific criteria: Migrants and/or refugees, males and females, aged 29
to 39 years old, living in Egypt, to share their experiences about how Egyptian and European
newspapers cover immigration issues. The discussions focused on the tone, accuracy, type
of coverage, media frame, and portrayal of immigration in Egyptian and European
newspapers during the immigration crisis in 2015.

The function of the moderator is critical for the effectiveness of the focus group. The
moderator clearly explained the purpose of the discussions and the related expectations of
the group, guided discussions by specifying the subjects to be covered and steered the flow
of the dialogue. Additionally, the moderator ensured that the discussion stayed on track and
that the group focused on the important topics of interest. Therefore, the use of prepared
questions during the focus group session is recommended (Blackburn & Stokes, 2000).

The approach used to recruit the participants for the research was through contact
with the administration responsible for the Saints Church located in Alexandria, Egypt,
which is the place where some migrants and refugees live. A total of 24 participants were
selected from 30 migrants and refugees because they fit the research criteria. All groups were
presented with a previously prepared introduction and questions.

The focus group sessions took place in the main room of the Saints Church in
Alexandria, Egypt, a location with which all participants were familiar. Each focus group
session lasted for one hour.

Four focus groups were formed for this study, each composed of six individuals who
knew each other. All of them were migrants and/or refugees based in Egypt. Each participant
was contacted personally and asked to participate, and all agreed and signed the informed

consent.
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Participants Profiles

Table (2) shows the participant’s profiles of the four focus group discussions.

Table (2) Participant’s profiles

Focus Group (1) | Focus Group (2) | Focus Group (3) [ Focus Group (4)

Numbers 6 Participants 6 Participants 6 Participants 6 Participants
Aged 29-36 years 33-34 years 33-38 years 30-39 years
Gender 5 males 4 males 4 males 4 males
1 female 2 females 2 females 2 females
Syria, Yemen, Syria, Yemen, Syria, Yemen, Syria, Yemen,
Nationality Sudan Sudan, Lebanon Somalia, Sudan, Sudan
Morocco
Time in Egypt 2-7 years 6-10 years 3-7 years 1-8 years
Analytical Method

Thematic analysis was used to analyse the data for this study. According to Braun
& Clarke (2006), thematic analysis should be regarded as a fundamental technique for
qualitative research analysis. It is the primary qualitative analysis method that the researchers
must consider initially because it provides them with the essential skills that will be
beneficial for performing various other types of qualitative analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
As a result, thematic analysis was used to identify, analyse, and describe thematic areas.

Maguire & Delahunt (2017) suggest that thematic analysis involves recognising
patterns or themes within qualitative data. Unlike numerous qualitative methodologies, it is
not restricted to a specific theoretical standpoint. One major advantage of the theme analysis
was its flexibility, which made it possible to choose the best research approach for the

phenomenon being studied. Finding important themes and patterns in the data and using
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them to make observations about a certain topic is the aim of thematic analysis (Maguire &
Delahunt, 2017). Furthermore, by using an inductive approach to extract themes from the
original data, the researcher can avoid forcing a predetermined conclusion. It is
recommended that foundational analysis and data collection take place in parallel, with the
analysis growing more concentrated as the study progresses (Peel, 2020).

Focus group discussions for this study aimed to explore the perspectives of samples
of migrants and refugees living in Egypt about how Egyptian and European newspapers
cover immigration issues and what is necessary to improve this coverage. The discussions
also explored the role of newspapers in shaping public attitudes towards migrants and
refugees, as well as the role that newspapers can play in integrating them into host societies.
The focus group discussions’ protocol was included in (Appendix 4) of the study and the

answers of all participants in the four focus group discussions were recorded very accurately.

Ethics

Every step of the research process needs to take ethical considerations into account
(Clarke, & Braun, 2013). As a result, the focus group component of this study was on
professional and ethical frameworks.

Ethical guidelines for the focus group aligned with those of the Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona. Before the session started, all participants were provided with
complete information regarding the study’s objectives. The participants’ confidentiality was
upheld by ensuring that individuals would not be identified in any published materials. In
addition, those who agreed to participate in the research were informed about the study’s
goals and objectives. Before beginning the focus group interview, the researcher and the
participant signed a consent form, which is included in (Appendix 5) of the study. These
forms are necessary to protect the anonymity and identification of participants.

The researcher made concrete efforts to ensure that the participants were not harmed.
Nevertheless, the risks associated with these focus group discussions were reduced due to
the face-to-face nature of the interviews. Additionally, the participants were made aware that
they could choose to withdraw from the focus group session at any time if they felt
uncomfortable or unsafe. This information was communicated to the participants before
starting the group discussions to reduce the risk of any potential harm.

The participants were informed that if they decided to take part in this study, their

identity would remain confidential, and only members of the research team would have
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access to the study data. Pseudonyms would always be used if case studies need to be
presented. The participants were also informed that the informed consent form would be
kept safe by the principal investigators and destroyed five years after the end of the study.
When the research was over, and all data had been analysed, the whole database will be

anonymised and available to other interested researchers.
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CHAPTER FIVE
FINDINGS

This chapter includes three sections:
5.1 Findings of In-depth interviews.
5.2 Findings of Content Analysis.

5.3 Findings of the Focus Group Discussions.

5.1 Findings of the In-depth Interviews

Media coverage of immigration is a complex process, especially within national
borders, which poses unique challenges for journalists as they deal with this phenomenon.
However, Immigration coverage can be used as a political tool because it provokes
emotional reactions in public attitudes towards immigration and migrants. It shapes the
public’s perceptions of migrants, reflected in migrants’ integration into host countries.

The In-depth interview is considered one of the qualitative methods. It enables
researchers to gain comprehensive information and an understanding of the topic by
gathering extensive information from a small sample through uncomplicated procedures.
The sequence of interviews is determined by the respondents and the way the interviews
progress. Interviews entail exchanges between the interviewer and the responder based on
interview questions (Moser & Korstjens, 2018). The ability of interviews and other
qualitative methods to assess the data while accounting for the social lives of participants
sets them apart from quantitative methods in social science research (Alshengeeti, 2014).

This study examines the coverage of Immigration issues in three Egyptian and two
European newspapers. To conduct this analysis, in-depth interviews were conducted with
nine media professionals at various levels, including a Media Professor Specialising in Mass
Communications from the Arab Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transport,
Egypt; a Professor of Practice of Global Affairs and the Director of the Center for Migration
and Refugee Studies, School of Global Affairs, The American University in Cairo; two
Egyptian journalists, one from Al-Ahram newspaper, and the other is the Editor-in-Chief of
Nile TV Egyptian Channel; one Greek journalist and communications manager at UNICEF,
one Egyptian judge at the Appeal Criminal Court of Alexandria; a researcher at the Egyptian

National Council of Human Rights; Former Egyptian Ambassador/Chairman of the National
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Coordinating Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in
Persons; and Director of the Independent Diplomat Organisation in the Geneva office.

The media professors included Sally Tayie, a professor of mass media at the Arab
Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, Cairo, and Ibrahim Awad,
Professor of Practice of Global Affairs and Director of the Center for Migration and Refugee
Studies, School of Global Affairs, The American University in Cairo. The Egyptian
journalists included Mohamed El Kazaz, who was chosen because he works for state-owned
Al-Ahram newspapers and is one of the most important specialists in reporting immigration
issues, and Hamed Mahmoud, the Editor-in-Chief of Nile TV Egyptian Channel. Egyptian
Judge Mohamed Shoaib, the President of the High Criminal Appeal Court of Alexandria,
specialised in Immigration cases; Ahmed Abd Elgayed, a researcher at the Egyptian National
Council of Human Rights; Former Ambassador Naela Gabr, Chairman of the Egyptian
National Coordinating Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and
Trafficking in Persons (NCCPIMTIP); Greek Journalist Anna Pantelia, award-winning
photojournalist and humanitarian communications expert with 12 years of experience in non-
profit communications and media work, such as Doctors Without Borders and now she is
working as a communications manager UNICEF. Her work was published in major media
outlets such as CNN, Al Jazeera, Newsweek, BBC, The Telegraph, The Guardian and more.
Finally, Guillaume Charron, Director of the Independent Diplomat (ID) Organisation in the
Geneva office.

Certain steps were taken to conduct these interviews and achieve the objectives of
this research. Firstly, the names of media professors, journalists, and immigration experts
were carefully selected. Secondly, the interviews were conducted online by Zoom and
recorded for accuracy. Each interview lasted approximately 40 minutes. Thirdly, after
recording the interviews, it is essential to transfer them to a written format to facilitate the

analysis

Specific Significant Issues Were Discussed Through the Interviews,

Including: (These issues were taken as the interviews’ categories)

-The perceptions of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and European newspapers.
-Migrants’ voices in immigration news.

-The newspaper’s role in raising awareness about immigration issues.
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-Characteristics of Egyptian newspaper’s coverage of immigration issues.

- Suggestions to improve Egyptian newspaper coverage of immigration issues.

The Perceptions of Migrants and Refugees in Egyptian and European

Newspapers

When asked about the perceptions of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and
European newspapers, it was argued by Ibrahim Awad, Professor of Practice of Global
Affairs and Director of the Center for Migration and Refugee Studies, School of Global
Affairs, The American University in Cairo, that migration is not a problem but a subject that
must be managed wisely. Migration is a natural thing, not a problem for Egypt, for Europe
or in general. The overwhelming majority of European experts do not consider what
happened in 2014 until 2016 as a crisis, but it is said to be a crisis among European countries
in how to accommodate refugees who began moving to Europe in 2014 rather than earlier.
The revolutions in the Middle East, known as the Arab Spring phenomenon, began in 2011
and caused millions of people to emigrate, for example, Lebanon was filled with migrants,
as well as Jordan and Turkey, though not a large number compared to the European
continent's population. At this time, media coverage in European countries developed
according to their geographical location. Countries bordering the European Union that have
received more refugee flows, such as Greece and Italy, have had a crisis in how to regulate
the reception of these refugees. On the contrary, a country such as the Czech Republic found
very few refugees, yet its political attitude towards refugees from the Arab region and the
Middle East was an expression of unwillingness to receive them, while that attitude differed
when receiving Ukrainian refugees, for example. In addition, the press is not unified even
within the same country. We cannot say that there is a French press, but we can say there are
press outlets that expresses the far right or the left, and the newspaper's trends vary
depending on its political position. In general, the theory of security and threat prevailed in
most of the European press's coverage of migration topics, and the Egyptian press imported
this tender and adopted its security media framework. Indeed, some Egyptian academics are
talking about the threat of migration to European culture just as European academics do.

According to Sally Tayie, professor of mass media at the Arab Academy for Science,

Technology and Maritime Transport, Egypt, much European press tends to associate

122



migration with crime, economic threats, and security risks. For instance, when an
immigration-related crime is reported, the media often highlights the involvement of non-
natives, thereby reinforcing the narrative that links migration with criminality and potential
economic or security concerns. At the same time, the choice of language to depict migrants
and refugees, such as “invasion”, waves of migrants, and cockroaches, dehumanises them.
Such rhetoric can incite hate speech against immigrants and refugees. However, it is
important to note that segments of the European press focus on migration as a humanitarian
crisis, advocating for policymakers to respond decisively to these pressing issues.

On the other hand, the Egyptian media often prioritizes factual information and
statistics over a deeper exploration of the causes of migration and the challenges faced by
migrants. Recently, there has been considerable coverage of the influx of Sudanese migrants
into Egypt, particularly in Cairo. The press highlights the efforts of the Egyptian government
and international organizations such as UNHCR to facilitate their settlement. However, there
is a noticeable lack of reporting on the lived experiences and daily struggles of these
migrants. This pattern is not exclusive to the Egyptian press; it is a broader trend observed
in news outlets worldwide, which frequently overlooks the personal narratives and realities
that underpin migration stories.

From the perspective of Mohamed El Kazaz, who is a journalist specialising in
immigration coverage at Al-Ahram newspapers, the Egyptian and European newspapers
display contrasting approaches reflecting border, social, and political contexts. Recently, in
Egypt, immigration issues have received limited attention, and when covered, they often
reflect a state-sponsored narrative that minimises the gravity of the crisis. The Egyptian
media tends to frame migrants and refugees who live in Egypt, not as individuals facing
horrible circumstances but rather as “guests”. This terminology downplays the challenges
these individuals face and ignores their status as refugees, often leading to a discourse that
fosters hate speech. At the same time, Egyptian media has focused on security concerns
related to migration, especially with the ongoing conflict in Syria. This has led to narratives
that paint migrants as potential threats to social stability, further promoting fear and hostility
towards them. Media discourse in Egyptian newspapers, when talking about migration
issues, has shifted from extreme sympathy to a kind of economic threat. There is a need to
have a so-called press of sympathy when dealing with migration issues. There has been a
growing trend of hate speech towards migrants and refugees in Egypt, with media suggesting

that they are responsible for the economic difficulties, such as raising housing rents. This
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discourse often aligns with anti-refugee sentiments expressed on social media, which
challenge the state's more neutral or positive framing of migrants.

Contrastingly, certain European journalists adopt a more compassionate approach,
utilising what might be termed the “Press of sympathy”. These journalists strive to empathise
with migrants by highlighting their tragic journeys, struggles, and the humanity behind their
circumstances. This coverage often seeks to place readers in the shoes of the immigrants,
shedding light on the harsh realities they endure, including violence and exploitation. Taking
into account that Europe's atmosphere is not always sympathetic, the spread of hate speech
and anti-immigrant attitudes in certain media channels is a concerning trend that has aided
in the emergence of far-right ideology. For example, the narratives presented in the European
newspapers contributed to public fear and hostility towards migrants, influencing the view
of refugees as security risks rather than people in need of aid.

According to Journalist Hamed Mahmoud, the Editor-in-Chief of Nile TV
Egyptian Channel, the Egyptian press did not have its terminology when dealing with
migration issues. Some European newspapers express the far-right wing in European
countries such as Germany, Austria, England and others that portray migration issues as a
major crisis because they put pressure on the social security network. Unfortunately, some
Egyptian journalists have turned to the translation of this news and articles expressing the
far right in Europe, although the proportion is small compared to the rest of society. The
translation of this news and the use of the terminology used by the European press is a trap
in which some Egyptian journalists who do the transcription and paste these articles,
portraying to the Egyptian readers that there is a crisis in Europe because of migration, while
we have, for example, the German model that has absorbed more than 800,000 Syrian
refugees during the crisis in 2015. In the past, Egyptian newspapers had correspondents
working around the world to convey the true picture of any problem, but now newspapers
rely on translating news published in foreign newspapers, which may not reflect the true
portrayal of the issue in different countries because the journalist relies on conveying the
news by copying and pasting.

In the same context, Ambassador Naela Gabr, Chairman of the Egyptian National
Coordinating Committee for Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in
Persons (NCCPIMTIP), mentioned that Egyptian media largely track the official
government stance, referring to migrants and refugees living in Egypt as “guests” and

refraining from criticising their presence in the country. This aligns with the Egyptian
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president’s view, which aims to project a welcoming image. Despite the official policy, there
is an underlying tension due to the economic crisis in Egypt. The presence of migrants and
refugees is contributing to limited job availability, particularly in the informal sector, which
is the primary employment venue for many Egyptians. While media outlets avoid direct
criticism, they may recognise the frustrations of the local population regarding competition
for jobs. On the other hand, there are expressions of dissatisfaction on social media platforms
like Facebook and WhatsApp, where some Egyptian citizens call for migrants to return to
their home countries this reflects a division between the official narrative and the sentiments
of some of the population. Egyptian media exercise caution in discussing immigration issues
to avoid backlash, as public attitudes could lead to consequences for journalists. The media
landscape remains regulated, emphasising the importance of adhering to government
messaging.

According to European newspapers, their approach to migration is linked with the
security lens, viewing the influx of migrants as a potential threat. This perspective is closely
tied to the policies and actions of agencies like “Frontex” which focus on border control and
security measures. The discourse in European media reveals a contradiction in how different
groups of migrants and refugees are treated. While some migrants, particularly those from
conflict zones like Syria, are treated with flexibility, others are often labelled as illegal or
problematic. This double standard points to a border politicisation of immigration issues.
Although there are instances of media adopting a humanitarian approach using language that
emphasises the need for support and protection of migrants and refugees, this is not the
dominant narrative. The focus remains on the challenges posed by migration rather than on
the humanitarian needs of refugees and migrants themselves. In general, the European
political landscape reflects concerns over migration, leading to policies aimed at limiting
arrivals and reinforcing security measures. Media coverage tends to reflect this broader
political narrative, often emphasising fears associated with migration rather than
opportunities for integration or assistance.

This was confirmed by Ahmed Abd Elgayed, a researcher at the Egyptian National
Council of Human Rights, who said that the majority of Egyptian newspapers portray
immigrants and refugees who are living in Egypt in a positive light, emphasising their
integration into Egyptian society while framing them as “guests” rather than burdens. This
approach reflects a commitment to safeguarding the dignity and feelings of refugees and

migrants, which has contributed to a relatively welcoming environment for many Sudanese
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and Syrian refugees. However, this favourable portrayal may overlook the challenges faced
by Egyptian citizens, including rising housing costs and the strain on resources due to the
influx of refugees, particularly in Cairo. The media’s emphasis on a sympathetic narrative
may mistakenly hide the complexity of this circumstance, emphasising the need to find a
careful balance between locals’ concerns and empathy for migrants. The recent focus on
regulation in Egypt stems from its significant economic impact on the country and its
citizens. This situation has attracted attention from both traditional media and social media
platforms, reflecting the pressing concerns of Egyptian society. As the discourse on
migration continues to evolve, it will be essential for the Egyptian press to address both
perspectives more comprehensively, ensuring that the voices and challenges of all
communities are adequately represented.

On the other hand, Judge Mohamed Shoaib, the President of the High Criminal
Appeal Court of Alexandria, mentioned that the coverage of immigration issues in both
European and Egyptian media has evolved significantly since the 2015 migration crisis, with
notable differences in approach and perception.

European media initially provided extensive coverage of the 2015 migration crisis,
driven by international attention and the scale of events. However, since then, there has been
a decline in both the quantity and quality of reporting on immigration issues. Many reports
fail to provide an in-depth analysis of the root causes of migration or the experiences of
migrants and refugees themselves. Meanwhile, European newspapers often use language
that portrays migrants and refugees in a negative light, employing terms like “illegal
immigrants”, “burden” or “influx of people invading Europe” or even “animals”. This
dehumanising language can create fear and obsession rather than understanding and
empathy.

On the other hand, the approach in Egyptian newspapers to immigration differs
significantly from that of European outlets, particularly between state-owned and
independent newspapers. State-owned newspapers tend to provide less extensive reporting
on immigration issues, and when immigration is covered, it is often framed in terms of
financial difficulties and security concerns for receiving countries. In addition, the stories of
migrants are typically told from the journalist’s point of view, which can lead to stereotypes
and misunderstandings; there are a few spaces for migrants and refugees to tell their own
stories from their point of view. While independent newspaper outlets are more likely to

portray refugees as victims of tragic circumstances, they often highlight the reasons behind
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migration, such as war, persecution, discrimination or racism. Independent media also tends
to report on physical violence and human rights violations experienced by refugees and
migrants.

From the perspective of Journalist Anna Pantelia, communications manager at
UNICETF, due to the right-wing media in many European countries, including Greece, when
European newspapers talk about single men coming to Europe for work, they frame it as if
it is an invasion of people who don't deserve asylum. Nobody is talking about the fact that
these are asylum seekers in the media. Of course, some media did long stories about specific
cases of asylum seekers, but the language was very problematic. For example, “when I'm
writing press release articles about refugees, I try to be extra careful with the language that
I am using, so I avoid words like migration crisis or refugee crisis”. Unfortunately,
newspapers use words like “waves, migration waves, flows, something that you cannot
control the waves, it is a bit like violence coming to you, a huge mess is coming to you”.
These kinds of words that they're using, and this kind of vocabulary makes you feel worried,
you feel attacked, or you feel threatened, and even when you say migration is a refugee crisis,
again, the crisis is something negative. “Actually, it was a kind of humanitarian crisis
because people were crossing the sea, people were dying, and the conditions were terrible in
the reception facilities in Greece, Italy, and other countries that were receiving refugees,
while the headline news talked about the crisis coming to your country, not a humanitarian
crisis that refugees and migrants are facing. Also, the fact that they call it a migration crisis,
while most of the people, the vast majority of people were asylum seekers, coming from
countries that are either war-torn or experiencing conflict in their country.

According to Guillaume Charron, Director of the Independent Diplomat
Organisation in the Geneva office, initially, there was a sympathetic response to the crisis,
with many governments and media outlets expressing support for the Syrian opposition and
welcoming refugees. The publication of photos, such as the image of a dead Syrian boy,
Aylan Kurdi, on a Turkish beach sparked a wave of public sympathy and calls to help those
fleeing conflict. However, right-wing media outlets, such as The Sun and The Daily
Telegraph in the UK, were less sympathetic and often used scaremongering tactics to portray
migrants and refugees as a threat. Despite this, there was a sense of solidarity among
Europeans, with many recognising that the European system was broken and in need of
reform. The left-wing criticism argued that Western countries were using their power and

resources to manage and control refugee flows, replicating colonialism and imperialism. On
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the other hand, the right-wing narrative emerged, arguing that the system was broken, and
that the solution lay in closing borders and stopping migration. Overall, the media portrayal
of migrants and refugees during the 2015 crisis was complex and multifaceted, reflecting a
range of different perspectives and narratives. While there was some sympathy and support
for those fleeing conflict, there were also strong criticisms and fears about the impact of
migration on European societies.

Considering Egyptian newspapers, During the 2015 migration crisis, the Egyptian
media portrayed migrants and refugees with a mix of lack of understanding and secondary
visibility. The media did not explicitly present negative stereotypes but rather reflected a
lack of clarity about what a refugee is, perpetuating the notion that Syrians were not
considered refugees due to their Arab nationality. Unlike other host countries like Lebanon,
Turkey, and Jordan, Egypt's diplomatic and media efforts were less prominent, and the

country appeared to play a secondary role in supporting Syrian refugees.

Migrants’ Voices in Immigration News

When asked about the migrants’ voices in immigration news, Professor Ibrahim
Awad stated that the voices of immigrants and refugees are rarely heard in the media in
general. This is not only true of the Egyptian press but also the European press, first because
of the refugees' fear of security consequences and prosecution if they speak to the press and
second because the Egyptian press adopts a security perspective imported from Europe when
covering migration issues, and therefore the State's view prevails in disregarding the
components of the State. This is a realistic school theory in international relations that looks
at the state as if it is a billiard ball with no components. For example, not all in Germany are
against migrants and refugees, and not all in Spain welcome them, and therefore, if Egyptian
newspapers use only the security perspective when addressing the issue of migration, the
result will be that migrants' stories and voices are not heard.

According to Professor Sally Tayie, two key levels must be considered when
examining the inclusion of migrant voices in newspapers. First, media studies theories,
specifically framing and agenda-setting, play a significant role in covering immigration
issues. Framing theory posits that each newspaper operates under a distinct editorial

direction. This editorial direction may potentially be faced with political or economic
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pressures according to the newspaper's ownership, whether it is a state-owned newspaper or
independently owned. While agenda-setting theory suggests that newspapers actively select
and prioritise the specific ideas and issues related to migration that they present to the public.
These theoretical frameworks significantly shape the nature and content of migration
coverage.

Second, practical challenges faced by journalists in including migrant voices in
migration reports are crucial. These challenges include whether the press institution will
provide the resources necessary for journalists to travel and conduct interviews with
migrants or not. Furthermore, the professional training of journalists covering migration
issues is the other challenge. Journalists should be adequately equipped to report on these
complex topics that influence the quality and depth of migrant representation. Ultimately, a
newspaper's approach to these practical considerations often aligns with its chosen
theoretical framework for reporting on immigration.

On the other hand, Journalist Mohamed El Kazaz demonstrated that the issue of
migrant and refugee voices being absent in media coverage is a critical concern, as it creates
stereotypes, silences under-represented groups and prevents a deeper understanding of
migration issues. Immigration issues are frequently discussed by journalists and their
directors rather than given a chance to migrants and refugees to speak for themselves and be
active participants in their own stories. Migrants and refugees are depicted as passive victims
or dangerous, creating a system of power in media narratives where journalists and
politicians control the conversation. However, many barriers prevent migrants and refugees
from speaking to journalists. For example, if they openly discuss their experiences, they can
be punished and deported. Migrants and refugees are afraid to interact with the media in
countries like Egypt because of their fear, which gets worse due to the possibility of being
arrested. For migrants to share their stories, trust must be established with journalists. This
requires time, training, and consistent efforts to create safe spaces where migrants and
refugees feel secure in sharing their experiences. Addressing this issue involves improving
journalistic practices through workshops and training that emphasise with ethical reporting
and include migrant voices. Newspapers can also play a role in bridging the gap between
refugees and locals by facilitating access to migrant perspectives.

In the same vein, Journalist Hamed Mahmoud agreed with this point of view. He
said that the voices of immigrants and refugees are not given enough room in Egyptian

newspapers. On the one hand, this is due to a lack of interest in matters that affect public
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opinion, even if the growing number of refugees in Egypt is a significant issue for the
Egyptian people. However, refugees would rather avoid speaking with the media to avoid
having problems with the Egyptian authorities. “We would see refugees in significant
demonstrations if the UNHCR in Egypt stopped providing aid to them for two or three
months. Because it occurred in Egypt's capital, the media started to take notice of this.
However, once the issue is resolved, the media stops reporting on it, even while the number
of refugees is rising, which leads to social and economic issues for Egyptian society”. This
is the role of the press. It conveys refugees' problems and concerns so as not to reach a health,
political or security crisis. At the same time, these refugees need to communicate greatly
through the Egyptian press so that they can know the instructions of the Egyptian authorities
and official bodies and take them into account in the context of their living, life and
movements. The State also must have complete data on these refugees, regardless of their
nationality, so that it can communicate with them to solve their problems and provide them
with the required social and health services. In addition, the editor of the newspaper may see
that news of the refugees is not published as long as there is no crisis. Newspapers are not
interested in hearing refugee stories, although there is an opportunity for journalists to attend
cultural events that take place in refugee social clubs. The State can open the doors to
communicate with them to serve the Egyptian State in security, politics, health, and society
in general. The press officer's lack of horizon and perception is a major reason why
journalists are directed not to publish refugee stories as long as there is no crisis with them.

According to Ambassador Naela Gabr, despite migrant voices being
underrepresented in most of the newspapers all over the world, many efforts are being made
by Egyptian civil society organisations to create spaces for alternative perspectives and
support migrants in having their voices heard through media training and engagement with
journalists.

This was confirmed by Ahmed Abd Elgayed who stated that the website Cairo 360
and other applications provide a lot of information and workshops for migrants and refugees,
primarily from Syria and Sudan, and sometimes conduct interviews with them to explain the
issues they face. Additionally, social media is interested in conducting interviews with
refugees and migrants who have lived in Egypt for a long time. A part of these interviews,
in which they describe the hospitable reception they received in Egyptian society, which
welcomed their presence and integration, was previously published by the Egyptian press.

According to this perspective, this is the clearest example of communication with Syrian
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refugees who have been in Egypt for over a decade and have documented their experiences
with Egyptian society.

From the perspective of Judge Mohammed Shoaib, there is a lack of migrant voices
in Egyptian newspapers. Several complex interacting variables contribute to this lack,
including fear among migrants and refugees of potential punishment from Egyptian
authorities, limited access to migrant communities, the time-consuming process of building
trust between journalists and migrants, and the language barriers for non-Arabic speakers.
To address this issue and increase the representation of migrants and refugees in Egyptian
newspapers, there are many suggestions in this field. For example, providing specialised
training for journalists on reporting immigration stories sensitively and ethically, investing
time and resources in building relationships with migrant and refugee communities,
Employing translators to overcome language barriers, collaborating with NGOs and
community organisations that work closely with migrants and refugees, implementing
ethical guidelines for reporting on immigration issues, and finally encouraging independent
journalism to allow for more in-depth coverage of migrant experiences. By implementing
these strategies, Egyptian newspapers can work towards more inclusive and representative
reporting on immigration issues, providing a more accurate and neutral portrayal of the
migrant experience in Egypt.

On the other hand, Journalist Anna Pantelia fully agreed with journalist Mohamed
El Kazaz regarding the lack of space in the newspapers to tell the stories of migrants and
refugees by interviewing them in person. This is simply because newspapers are not
interested in hearing the opinions of migrants and refugees, although they are the key to
understanding the dimensions of migration. Newspapers care more about ridiculous and
superficial news. On the other hand, refugees feel afraid to speak to journalists because they
lack the necessary protection from local authorities' tracking and punishment for speaking
to the press. This is due to the lack of trust in the media in general. Nevertheless, there are
many ways to overcome this, including protecting these migrants and refugees when they
speak to journalists by concealing their identity and personal data.

According to Guillaume Charron, despite several examples of journalists
interacting with refugees, particularly concerning Mediterranean crossings, there are several
reasons why the voices of migrants are not heard in media coverage. The viewpoints of
refugees themselves are frequently left out of the larger media narratives, even though a

small number of journalists have reported on the migrations and experiences of migrants.

131



The unstable legal and social circumstances that migrants encounter, especially in host
nations like Egypt, where refugees live in a state of legal uncertainty and fear of arrest, are
a major contributing factor to the lack of well-known migrant voices. Many people are
deterred from expressing their personal stories in this setting since doing so could put them
in danger due to security issues. Although some journalists and organisations have attempted
to give migrant voices more prominence, the complexity of their circumstances and the
media's preponderance of political concerns have made it difficult for them to be included

in many media narratives.

The Newspaper’s Role in Raising Awareness about Immigration Issues

Concerning the role of the press in raising awareness of migration issues, Professor
Ibrahim Awad mentioned that the press should first be free and investigative, meaning not
only to talk about the sinking of a compound that transports Egyptians to Europe but also to
explain to the newspapers why Egyptians try to migrate disorderly to Europe. There are often
economic reasons and perhaps also political reasons. No press in the world attacks Egyptian
immigrants like Egyptian newspapers, which is incomprehensible, but only from the point
of view that no one is allowed to leave the state without voluntary permission. We have not
heard of Mexico attacking its citizens who are trying to migrate to America, but rather they
are expressing their regret about it and explaining the reasons for their citizens' migration.

According to Professor Sally Tayie, it is undeniable that the media plays a huge role
in shaping public opinions and controlling their thoughts in one way or another.

Given the constant exposure of the public to media content, the press bears a significant
responsibility to educate and foster understanding of diverse issues, particularly sensitive
ones like immigration. Professional journalism, in particular, must prioritize accuracy and
balance in its coverage of migration, as inaccurate or biased reporting can have detrimental
consequences for both society and migrants, whose successful integration is essential.

Covering migration effectively requires acknowledging its inherent complexity. Journalism
often frames migration through various perspectives, each conveying a distinct message.
For instance, labelling migration as a "humanitarian crisis" promotes a different response
than characterising it as a "refugee crisis." Likewise, focusing on "illegal migration" and
"border problems" generates yet another set of impressions. The power of media to shape

public perception is evident in the widespread dissemination of images like that of Aylan
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Kurdi. This tragic event shifted stereotypical coverage, often based on fear and threat
narratives, towards a more humanitarian framework when reporting on migration and
refugee issues, demonstrating the power of media in shaping public opinion.

On the other hand, Journalist Mohamed El Kazaz stated that we did not pay
attention to the fact that the Egyptian State passed a law about a month ago, the Law on
Asylum of Foreigners, which requires press work showing the benefits of the law on the
families of immigrants and refugees present in Egypt. This did not happen because the
Egyptian press is going through a huge stumble, which needs to conduct more workshops,
seminars and conferences for journalists, as well as training courses on how to deal with
migration issues, which is so important that they are explained in the end as Humanity.
Humanity above all. This role is often absent because social media always talk about
frequent economic or social crises and fears that there will be security crises due to migrants
and refugees.

According to Journalist Hamed Mahmoud, the press can play a pivotal role in
raising awareness of immigration issues if it has professionally trained journalistic cadres
who do not wait for instructions and directions from the leaders of the press institutions in
which they work. There are many issues related to immigration that journalists should focus
on. For example, about two months ago, the Egyptian state passed a law on foreigners living
in Egypt, which is very important. Unfortunately, the press has simply referred to the
promulgation of the law without discussing its articles, its advantages and its effects on
refugees and migrants in Egypt. This is the press's role in raising awareness of complex
issues, such as the topic of migration.

In the same context, Ambassador Naela Gabr mentioned that the Egyptian media
plays a significant role in shaping public perception and awareness regarding migration.
Through various initiatives, they are effectively highlighting the dangers associated with
illegal immigration while also promoting alternatives and opportunities within Egypt. The
media in Egypt emphasises the risks and hardships faced by those who attempt to migrate
illegally. This includes sharing the testimonies of Egyptian returnees who have experienced
“trips to hell” and encountered severe difficulties during their journey and upon arrival in
destination countries. National awareness campaigns, such as “Your Family, Your Dream,
Your Life”, utilise a combination of digital and traditional media to make Egyptian people
more aware of the risks of illegal migration journeys. While focusing on the dangers, the

media also highlights alternatives to irregular migration and opportunities available within
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Egypt. This approach aims to encourage young Egyptians to consider local options for
improving their lives. It is important to note that the media’s stance is not against migration
itself because freedom of movement is a basic human right, but it especially targets human
trafficking. By addressing these issues, the media helps to combat human trafficking
networks and raises awareness about the consequences of engagement with smugglers. This
approach aligns with the efforts of the Egyptian government and international organisations
to prevent illegal migration while promoting safe and legal alternatives.

According to Ahmed Abd Elgayed, numerous studies have been conducted by the
Egyptian government and academic institutions in order to identify certain areas of the
Egyptian state with high rates of poverty. Due to the shortage of job possibilities, these areas
are thought to be a source of young people migrating to Europe. To solve economic issues
and try to discourage youth migration through alternative employment options, 34 regions
have been identified within the Egyptian state under the supervision of the National
Coordination Committee for Combating Illegal Migration and Human Trafficking, which is
led by Ambassador Naela Gabr. This committee provides practical solutions for young
people to find alternative jobs. There are now significantly fewer Egyptian migrants from
these regions. Ahmed Abd Elgayed stated that since 2016, no boats carrying migrants have
sailed from Egypt to enter Europe illegally because of the multiple workshops that the
National Commission conducted with young people in these poor areas to increase their
awareness of the risks associated with illegal migration. The workshops explained the
situations of those who risked their lives to migrate illegally to Europe and then returned to
Egypt after the experiment failed. These efforts help in preventing the dangers of migration,
which puts at risk one of the most important human rights- the right to life. The media was
invited to all of these workshops and meetings, and all of the projects mentioned above were
presented in the media, especially on TV channels. Therefore, the media plays an essential
role in attracting attention to concerns related to immigration topics.

From the perspective of Judge Mohammed Shoaib, the public's perceptions and
information are greatly influenced by the press. Newspapers may contribute to increasing
public awareness of the complexity of immigration, including the causes of migration, the
difficulties faced, and the contributions made by migrants to society, by offering thorough
and neutral coverage. Effective journalism has the power to change public opinion positively
by promoting empathy and cooperation with migrants and refugees. Newspapers may also

play a vital role by presenting truthful and balanced news, highlighting migrants’ personal
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successful stories and offering background information on the reasons behind and
consequences of migration. Participating in public discussions and conversations can also
promote a deep understanding of this complex phenomenon. On the other hand, Journalists
must also work to establish good communications with politicians and decision-makers
because they need voters’ votes during elections, and therefore, journalists must express
people’s suffering and deliver their voice to the government.

In the same context and emanating from the role of the press in raising awareness of
immigration issues, press reports related to immigration should focus on the issue of
integration of refugees and immigrants into Egyptian society. It is worth noting that the
Egyptian governments have succeeded in implementing effective policies in this regard, as
evidenced by the presence of millions of Syrians and Sudanese in Egypt for decades.
Egyptian society has always welcomed them, but I believe that there are many ideas that, if
newspapers focus on them, will achieve amazing results in the issue of integration. For
example, publishing cultural events related to Egyptian society, as well as celebrations of
national holidays, and inviting representatives of refugees and immigrants to attend them.
Newspapers can also publish programs to teach the Arabic language to foreigners living in
Egypt for free so that the largest number of them can learn the Arabic language, this will
break down the barriers between Locals and foreigners and encourage the idea of integration
and cooperation, and that the nation can include everyone, and thus hate speech and hostility
towards migrants and refugees will disappear.

In the same context, Journalist Anna Pantelia also highlights the challenging
situation of 140 children with chronic diseases in Moria camp on the island of Lesbos in
Greece, who were not receiving proper medical care due to government neglect. Through
advocacy efforts, including a press release and media exposure on Aljazeera news, the issue
gained public attention. As a result, the government responded by agreeing to relocate the
most severe cases of children with chronic illnesses, including the child mentioned in
Aljazeera news, to a safer place where they could access the necessary medical treatment.
This demonstrates the power of advocacy and media engagement in creating positive change
for vulnerable populations. For example, children in refugee camps suffer from severe
psychological trauma; they stop eating, close their eyes and avoid opening them all day,
which decreases the body functions, leading to disabilities, organ failure, and even death.
There was a child with this syndrome, and after publishing his story in the media, every day,

someone from the government came to ask about this child. It means that while the media
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can bring attention to important issues and even prompt short-term actions, like when Aylan
Kurdi's story led some countries to accept more refugees, long-lasting policy changes are
more difficult to achieve through media alone. The media point out that specific cases may
have some impact, but overall, changing policies through media is not straightforward.
From the perspective of Guillaume Charron, to raise public awareness about
immigration issues, media coverage should aim to present a balanced narrative that
highlights the historical context of migration and the contributions of refugees to society.
This includes publishing the positive aspects of hospitality, such as Egypt's long tradition of
welcoming refugees from various conflicts throughout history. Journalists can focus on
personal stories of integration rather than the challenges or conflicts associated with

migration, which can contribute to a more empathetic public perception.

Characteristics of Egyptian Newspaper’s Coverage of Immigration Issues

From the perspective of Professor Ibrahim Awad, the Egyptian press consumes
sources from the European press and transmits them in the same media framework used by
the European press. For example, you may find news in European newspapers about the
Syrian refugee crisis in Germany. The Egyptian press then receives and publishes it with the
concept that refugee flows represent pressure and danger to European culture and a danger
to Germany's labour market. Of course, most of this is not true because ten years later the
German labour market was able to accommodate Syrian refugees and others. On the other
hand, Egypt would like to have good relations with European Union countries, and
something good is that there have been no vessels carrying migrants from Egypt to Europe
since October 2016, but when Egyptian newspapers address a topic such as the emigration
of Egyptians abroad, they deliberately use the term "illegal migration", as if such migration
were against the will of the Egyptian State. Political rhetoric has an impact on what
newspapers write. The press is not free to write, and the journalist is influenced by the
Government's speeches and the political environment in general. In addition, the Egyptian
press is not investigative. It does not analyse and explain important topics in depth, at the
same time, it is linked to the event, and the coverage ends once it ends.

On the other hand, Professor Sally Tayie, the very important thing for the press to

provide balanced coverage that includes the whole picture is to present different perspectives
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when covering a particular issue. The Egyptian press addresses the issue of migration from
the perspective of security and economic threat on the one hand, and the Egyptian
government's efforts to eliminate the phenomenon of illegal migration on the other hand, but
the press does not cover migrant's point of view, and why would they want to migrate. For
example, as Egyptian newspapers covered the problem of increasing numbers of Sudanese
immigrants in Egypt from a security perspective or as an economic threat, there are many
Egyptians now who believe that Sudanese are not welcome to be in Egypt. However, this is
not a comprehensive coverage of the case because the investigative press does not exist in
Egypt anymore, in addition to the lack of complete freedom of the Egyptian press due to
government censorship of what the newspaper presents. This censorship exists in all the
world's newspapers, which are subject to the kinds of political and economic pressures that
determine what and how newspapers should talk. Moreover, the movement of most
newspapers to social media has created a new challenge for journalists as information
sources have become multiple.

According to Journalist Mohamed El Kazaz, the press has been suffering from
serious troubles for years, both generally and in Egypt especially. Egyptian newspapers are
at a complete stumble, a professional and material dead end therefore, this stumble consumed
Egyptian journalists. If the press were as we had experienced it in the last decade and the
first half of the current decade, we would certainly find an association of journalists in Egypt
as we see in Morocco and Europe. Material crises and occupational crises dominate the
profession of journalism, and the existing lack of freedom makes journalists think a lot
before writing. “Unfortunately, there are no specialised journalists in migration in Egypt
except me and another colleague. I addressed the policy of integration or resettlement as it
1s now prevailing in Europe in some depth. I tried to do it, but he addressed it from afar by
sending messages; Europe surrendered to the far right and started to draw up laws to expel
migrants. Here we send a message from afar: Is the political climate in Egypt permitting
debate on these issues in light of the limited freedom enjoyed by journalists? The idea that
the Egyptian state is never wrong, and the Egyptian government is never wrong makes
debate and analysis almost possible.” Journalist Mohamed El Kazaz also stated that “In
November 2024, there were conversations between President El-Sisi and officials in
Denmark that dealt with immigration issues, but no one could give an opinion or investigate.
The same about the events in Gaza. No one wants to talk about it even though we know the

details, but you can't write those details, you can't analyse those details, and you can't
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criticise. Why? Because there is certainly not enough freedom in Egypt”. However, the real
treatment of these issues and the reasons that prompted migration, as well as the reasons that
brought these migrants to Egypt, how they live, how they learn and how to eat, are negligible.
However, this week, the Journalists held a three-day conference across several sessions that
spoke only of the need to give freedom to journalists. A researcher asked when the national
press would come back, and the answer was when the press come back to the citizens and
not to the state power. For example, there are a lot of multiple governments in Libya. One
of these governments filmed more than 1,000 Egyptians in a very large place walking
barefoot. This news was not published in the Egyptian press but found in the Middle East
newspaper. Unfortunately, when I wanted to document it through the website, I didn't find
it. The reason why the Egyptian newspapers did not publish this news is due to the limited
freedom ceiling and the fear of criticising the Egyptian administration in dealing with this
file. However, the real treatment of these issues and the reasons that prompted migration, as
well as the reasons that brought these migrants to Egypt, how they live, how they learn and
how to eat, are negligible.

Journalist Hamed Mahmoud agreed with Professor Ibrahim Awad about the
characteristics of Egyptian newspapers’ coverage of immigration issues. He stated that in
Egyptian newspapers, migratory issues are briefly covered. For instance, when a gang is
caught smuggling Egyptians or other African migrants across the Egyptian border or when
a boat full of migrants sinks, Egyptian publications report on immigration-related stories. In
other words, because the press doesn't always focus on migration, there is temporary
coverage of particular events related to immigration issues. The coverage is present when
the event happens, but it decreases and becomes quite weak after the cause or event passes.
There are many causes behind this. The press's shifting focus in recent years is the first
explanation. More routine issues are now covered than significant ones that are of great
relevance to Egyptian society. The second reason is that specialised journalists have made
the transition from national press organisations to private journalism or media programs. As
a result, they cover themes like immigration that are more superficial or weak, without depth
in dealing with a topic such as immigration, which requires research to obtain accurate
information, such as communicating with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration
Affairs, as well as communicating with sociology professors to analyse the phenomenon of
migration. There is also a need to communicate with figures who used to work, for example,

in the Ministry of Interior or Interpol, to know the procedures that eliminate immigration
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networks. The third reason is the slow adaptation to digital journalism. People no longer buy
printed newspapers. According to A/-Ahram newspaper, in 2010, the distribution of the
newspaper was as large as one million copies per day. This figure has progressively
decreased to 30,000 copies now, although Egypt's population is more than 100 million
people. The transition from traditional institutions of national journalism to digital
journalism can have a greater impact on the coverage of subjects like migration, especially
among young people who are the main demographic involved in the migration.

According to Ambassador Naela Gabr, the media in Egypt is, of course, following
the official policy of Egypt. The Egyptian president said, “Those our guests” when referring
to migrants and refugees, and the media has avoided opening Pandora’s box by openly
criticising their stay in Egypt. Otherwise, journalists risk losing their jobs because the
Egyptians are dissatisfied with this situation. The question of job opportunities is already
limited due to the economic crisis, which boost the challenge, particularly in the informal
sector — the largest sector absorbing manpower in Egypt. This is the current situation in the
media; so far, the media is remains calm regarding this situation. However, Facebook,
WhatsApp groups, and other modern communication platforms are open, and many reactions
urge migrants to return to their home countries.

From the perspective of Ahmed Abd Elgayed, although the Egyptian press reflects

what matters to Egyptian citizens, it is very sympathetic to migrants and refugees. This
attitude has facilitated the smooth integration of many Sudanese and Syrian refugees into the
Egyptian society. The main problems faced by migrants and refugees in Egypt are finding
housing and obtaining residence documents. Civil society institutions play a very important
role in assisting refugees and migrants, and therefore, journalists are always present to cover
events organised by the Egyptian authorities related to migration.
The media’s treatment of the phenomenon of migration in Egypt tries not to hurt the feelings
of refugees and migrants. However, some believe that the Egyptian media does not
adequately cover the challenges faced by Egyptian citizens as a result of the increasing
number of refugees. I believe that this is also due to the media's sympathetic stance on the
issue of migration.

On the other hand, Judge Mohammed Shoaib mentioned that the Egyptian media
lacks freedom. There is government censorship on what newspapers publish in general, not
only on immigration news. It is easy to bring criminal charges against journalists who

publish information that the authorities do not want to publish. Often, a journalist who may
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publish information that we all know is true could be charged with spreading false news.
Therefore, restrictions on the practice of journalistic work must be lifted, and a law must be
issued prohibiting the imprisonment of journalists for their opinions. Instead of imprisoning
journalists, financial fines could be imposed on the newspapers they work for. This would
prevent journalists from facing an uncertain future, starting with criminal investigations and
possibly ending in prison. These restrictions prevent journalists from working objectively
and from criticising the government or proposing new policies.

According to Journalist Anna Pantelia, many journalists only pay attention to the
news. And they don't focus on how policies are changing, either positively or negatively. To
report on how immigration policies are changing in Europe, for instance, when it comes to
migrants, you have to pay close attention to politics in general. For Europe, it is becoming
more and more difficult across the borders. In Greece now, there is a situation where asylum
seekers who are caught at the backside of the boat are being wrongfully accused of being
smugglers by authorities such as coast guards and police officers, leading to innocent people
being arrested and blamed for murders they didn't commit. However, the media shows little
interest in covering these stories. They prefer covering news like someone is making a cake
in a refugee camp more than topics more serious and important issues faced by asylum
seekers.

From the perspective of Guillaume Charron, Egyptian media coverage is heavily
regulated and controlled by the government, which has an impact on the stories that are told.
While some media outlets operate on the margins with little room for critical opinion, others
may respond to the preferences of their audience by adopting extreme or fear-driven tactics.
Nevertheless, Egypt has a long history of taking in refugees, such as Sudanese, Palestinians,
and Armenians, a fact that is sometimes overlooked in the media. Without fully recognising
Egypt's historical role and the effective absorption of refugees into society, coverage
frequently focuses on the difficulties posed by government policies and the legal uncertainty
that refugees suffer. Therefore, the media could be extremely helpful in shifting the focus
from a problem-centric narrative to one that emphasises the positive contributions of

migrants and refugees in host societies.

Suggestions to Improve Egyptian Newspaper Coverage of Immigration

Issues
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When asked about the suggestions to improve Egyptian newspaper coverage of
immigration issues, Professor Ibrahim Awad argued that Egypt's press coverage of
migration issues is event-driven, often linked to specific incidents such as the sinking of a
boat carrying refugees in the Mediterranean. The coverage ends with the end of the event.
The newspapers do not seek to cover the matter more deeply and do not attempt to analyze
the phenomenon of migration and determine its causes and motives because Egypt does not
have investigative journalism. For example, newspapers have not talked about the migration
of Egyptian minds and competencies such as doctors and computer engineers to Europe in
the last period, although it has been a widespread phenomenon since 2018. This raises
important questions about who determines which topics the press is allowed to cover, as well
as the level of freedom journalists are granted. Of course, it is the political administration of
the country that determines what allows the press to talk about it, but I don't think anyone
has an interest in not publishing Egyptian newspapers about the news of Egyptian doctors
migrating to England and other European countries.

From the perspective of Professor Sally Tayie, there is no investigative journalism
in Egypt. The absence of investigative journalism has a significant negative impact on press
coverage of migration issues. Additionally, there are not enough professionally qualified
journalists who can convey the full picture of the immigration phenomenon and include the
voices of immigrants. Improving journalists' competence is crucial. They must be trained
regularly and continuously because the media and political landscape change daily. This
requires the integration of modern technology into investigative journalism. Journalists must
present news in an interesting way to capture the readers' attention, preventing them from
seeking other potentially inaccurate sources of information. Journalists must also be given
the necessary resources to travel to locations where migrants and refugees are present,
enabling them to conduct interviews and share migrants' and refugees' experiences. These
interviews require building trust with migrants who may prefer not to speak to the press in a
foreign country, due to fears of security-related consequences.

Journalist Mohamed El Kazaz mentioned that Egypt seeks to reconcile the
situation of migrants. Therefore, the Egyptian State passed a law about a month ago, the law
on Asylum of Foreigners. It is subsequently necessary to publish press articles demonstrating
the advantages of the law for the families of immigrants and refugees living in Egypt.
However, this has not happened, which El Kazaz attributes to the serious difficulties

currently faced by the Egyptian press. These challenges require significant effort to
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overcome, including workshops, seminars, and conferences for journalists, as well as
training courses on how to address migration issues. Such training is essential so that
journalists can explain migration issues in a humane way. Humanity above all. This role is
often absent because social media always talk about frequent economic or social crises and
fears that there will be security crises due to migrants and refugees.

From the perspective of Journalist Hamed Mahmoud, It is crucial to set up
professional training for Egyptian journalists on how to use appropriate and respectful
language when conducting investigations and writing articles about migration challenges.
This includes teaching them how to report truthfully and create a professional article rather
than copying and pasting content from the Internet. Additionally, unless there is a
fundamental shift in the way journalists understand and approach a serious issue like
immigration, it is crucial to implement translation courses to reduce their reliance on tools
like Google Translate, which are often inaccurate. Moreover, it is crucial to provide
journalists with data analysis training so they can identify misinformation and determine
which sources they use when sharing information. Many journalists now work on TV shows
and post news on YouTube. If they are not competent and professional in evaluating the
credibility of their information, they risk spreading misleading content to millions of people
who depend on television and online sources for news. Unfortunately, in recent years many
journalists have been accredited without access to these specialized journalism courses and
have therefore become unqualified to carry out their professional responsibilities.

On the other hand, Ambassador Naela Gabr stated that “Egypt has a vision
concerning the question of the smuggling of migrants”. The smuggling of migrants and
illegal migration is not only a transnational organised crime but also a violation of basic
human rights, including individual rights, the rights of the person’s safety and to live in a
safe environment, and the right to live in peace without any threats from smugglers.
Smugglers pose a threat to families and communities. “When you go to villages, and you
see what they are doing, knocking on the doors to try to convince people to send their
children abroad with them, etcetera. So, this is a violation of human rights, and of course,
this crime constitutes a crime of corruption and is linked to corruption and money
laundering”. Egypt began in 2014 by establishing the Ministerial Committee to Combat
Illegal Immigration and Human Trafficking. “Based on the work of this interministerial
committee, [ had the honour of presiding over it. Since the first day, we drafted the law

“Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in Persons, law 82 of 2016,
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which is the first law in the MENA region, defining the crime of smuggling people and the
relevant penalties”. Egypt is working according to an institutional basis by establishing the
interministerial committee, which operates under the leadership of the Egyptian Prime
Minister, the head of this committee has the status of minister because “I'm presiding over
30 ministries and the national councils for human rights. So, this is an institutional part,
and the legislative part is the law”. According to this law, Egypt established a fund for
migrants last year. The fund assists Egyptian returnees coming from abroad by providing
moral and financial support, helping them to receive training, start a new life, and
reintegrate into their communities. The fund supports returnees whether they return
voluntarily or are forcibly repatriated.

At the same time, the fund also provides support to foreigners residing in Egypt who
wish to return to their home countries. If the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
is not in a position to finance their return, the fund can step in to help them. Journalists must
follow these efforts and initiatives closely and contact those responsible for their
implementation to find out what has actually been achieved. The press can publish these
details to increase public awareness of immigration issues and the dangers of illegal
immigration. This is the journalist's role, and the government can support this role by
offering training programs for journalists to help them cover immigration issues effectively
and responsibly.

According to Ahmed Abd Elgayed, UNHCR in Egypt must hold ongoing meetings
with journalists to provide an objective media analysis of the phenomenon of migration
because the Egyptian media adopts the theory of compassion and the framework of sympathy
when publishing immigration-related news but is not interested in analysing the phenomenon
in depth to know its causes and motives in general as well as its economic impacts on
Egyptian citizens in particular. Egypt has the General Information Authority, which provides
very important and distinct reports in the field of migration. Egypt also has the Centre for
Criminal Research, which provides numerous academic studies on the subject of migration.
However, I believe the media has a great role to play in analysing the phenomenon more
deeply in order to achieve transparency in this regard. Journalists should focus on publishing
accurate news containing the full facts about the issue of migration. The National Council
for Human Rights (NCHR), as well as researchers interested in the issue of migration, are

giving reports to journalists to publish.
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From the perspective of Judge Mohammed Shoaib, more in-depth reports and
background information on the challenges faced by migrants could enhance coverage of
immigration issues. Additional materials and viewpoints can be obtained through
corporative efforts with NGOs and civil society organisations. However, programmes for
media literacy can also help the public in understanding immigration topics. Journalists
should be trained by media institutions on migration challenges and the value of ethical
reporting. The complex reality of migrants’ lives can be revealed by supporting
independent journalism and providing tools for neutral and respectful coverage, ensuring
that migrants’ stories are presented with dignity.

In other words, newspapers should also strive to include the voices and opinions of
migrants themselves. Finally, journalists should be granted enough freedom when doing
their work. I believe freedom is lacking in many areas in Egypt, and newspapers must free
themselves from government censorship or blindly following political trends and official
directives regarding what should be published and what should not be discussed.

According to Journalist Anna Pantelia, journalists can’t be completely neutral
because, as human beings, they are shaped by their culture and upbringing, which influence
their sensitivities. For this reason, truly neutral coverage does not exist. Many journalists
come up with specific ideas on what they want to do, and they tweak the stories to resemble
what they had in mind. However, if they approach stories with an open mind and no
assumptions, they can uncover countless untold stories they never imagined existed.

From the perspective of Guillaume Charron, increased confidence in reporting on
Egypt's attitude to hosting refugees is required in the recommendations for good immigration
coverage in Egyptian newspapers. Moving away from defensiveness, which might indicate
shame or the hiding of weaknesses, the media should take a more active approach. The media
should highlight Egypt's achievements in aiding refugees and portray them as admirable in
comparison to Western countries. The idea that the West manages refugee challenges better
than Egypt is being opposed by calls for the decolonisation of thinking. The fact that Egypt
is responding to regional problems and not just to please Western interests should emphasise
Egypt's historically major role in protecting refugees. The local capabilities and strategies
that have enabled Egypt to successfully manage refugee populations - often with less foreign
assistance than other nations like Jordan or Turkey - should be recognised by the Egyptian

media. The Egyptian media is urged to adopt a new positive narrative of immigration,
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acknowledging that all countries, even those in the West, have shortcomings, while also

taking into account Egypt's humanitarian efforts and its history of aiding refugees.

Summary of the In-depth Interviews

Nine in-depth interviews were conducted with experts, including a media professor,
a global affairs professor and director of a migration and refugee studies center, three
journalists, a judge, the chairman of the Egyptian National Coordinating Committee for
Combating and Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in Persons, and a researcher
from the Egyptian National Council of Human Rights. Participants shared their perspectives
on various issues, including perceptions of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and European
newspapers, the inclusion of migrant voices in news, the newspapers' role in raising
awareness, the characteristics of Egyptian immigration coverage, and suggestions for
improvement.

Regarding perceptions of migrants and refugees, all interviewees agreed that most
Egyptian newspapers present a positive view of immigrants and refugees, emphasising their
integration and portraying them as "guests" rather than burdens. However, social media
discourse in Egypt has recently shifted from compassion to portraying migrants as a potential
economic threat, often using hate speech to blame them for economic problems like rising
housing costs. This contrasts with the positive newspaper portrayal and frequently aligns
with anti-refugee sentiments on social media.

In contrast, the interviewees noted that European newspapers often frame migration
through a security lens, viewing the influx of migrants as a potential threat. This perspective
is often linked to the policies and actions of organisations like Frontex, which prioritise
border control. European media also appear to differentiate between migrants, with those
from crisis areas like Ukraine being viewed more favourably than others who are often
labelled as undesirable or illegal. This inconsistent treatment suggests a politicisation of
immigration issues.

Regarding migrant voices in the news, all interviewees agreed on their
underrepresentation. Migrants and refugees face numerous barriers when trying to
communicate with journalists, including the risk of punishment and deportation for speaking
publicly about their experiences. In countries like Egypt, this fear of potential detention

discourages engagement with the media. Furthermore, despite their crucial role in
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understanding migration dynamics, publications often show little interest in migrant and
refugee perspectives.

Concerning the newspapers' role in raising awareness, interviewees acknowledged
the significant influence of Egyptian media on public perception and understanding of
migration. They noted the media's success in highlighting the dangers of illegal immigration
and promoting opportunities within Egypt. However, they stressed the need for a free and
investigative press that goes beyond simply reporting incidents like migrant boat sinkings.
They argued that newspapers should explore the underlying political and economic factors
driving irregular migration.

One interviewee pointed out the apparent contradiction of Egyptian publications
criticising Egyptian emigrants, suggesting a possible implication that emigration from Egypt
requires official consent from the government. They contrasted this with other countries, like
Mexico, which advocates for their citizens' rights even when they migrate to other countries.
The interviewees suggested that the Egyptian press needs improvement and recommended
more conferences, workshops, and training for journalists on handling migration issues
ethically and comprehensively.

Regarding the characteristics of Egyptian immigration coverage, most participants
agreed that the Egyptian press operates under significant restrictions due to a lack of
independence. They asserted that the media adheres closely to the official government line,
and not just on immigration but across all news content. Interviewees noted the ease with
which journalists can face legal repercussions for publishing information the government
deems unfavourable.

Finally, regarding suggestions for improving coverage, interviewees recommended
more in-depth reporting and background information on the challenges faced by migrants.
They suggested collaborations with NGOs and civil society organizations to broaden
resources and perspectives. They also emphasized the importance of media literacy
programs to educate the public about migration issues. Furthermore, they recommended
training for journalists on the complexities of migration and ethical reporting, the inclusion

of migrant voices, and ensuring journalistic freedom.

146



5.2 Findings of The Content Analysis

This study aimed to examine how Egyptian and European newspapers covered and
framed immigration-related issues during the immigration crisis in 2015 and highlighted the
diverse news frames employed by Egyptian and European newspapers.

Al-Ahram, Al-Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd are the three Egyptian newspapers that
make up the first group. From these sources, 235 news articles were collected, including 34
news articles from Al-Ahram, 183 from Al-Masry Al-Youm, and 18 from A/-Wafd. The
second group comprises two European newspapers: E/ Pais (English edition) and Euronews.
A total of 146 news articles were gathered from these sources. £/ Pais provided 22 news
articles, while Euronews provided 124 news articles. As a result, 381 news articles were
examined.

Following the completion of data collection from the content analysis of the five
newspapers, the researcher initiated the subsequent phase, which involved the data analysis
process, utilising PSPP software for the sampled data analysis. The outcomes will be
categorised into four sections: First, counting the extracted samples from Egyptian and
European newspapers. Second, examining the media frame of the selected samples. Third,
exploring the research questions. Fourth, discussing the strengths and weaknesses of the

Egyptian newspapers' coverage of immigration issues.

6.2.1 Counting the Extracted Samples from Egyptian and European

Newspapers

Table (3) and Figure (1) show the number and the percentage of immigration news
published in the five newspapers. Among the Egyptian newspapers, 4I-4Ahram published 34
news articles (8.9%) of the total sample, A/-Masry Al-Youm accounted for 183 news articles
(48%), and Al-Wafd published 18 news articles (4.7%) of the total sample under
investigation. Regarding the European newspapers, El Pais (English edition) published 22
news articles (5.8%) of the total sample, while Euronews published 124 news articles

(32.5%) of the total sample.
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Table (3) Newspapers Article Samples

Frequency Percent

Cumulative

Valid Percent Percent

Valid AH 34 8,9 8,9 8.9
AM 183 48.0 48.0 57,0
AW 18 4.7 4.7 61,7
EP 22 5.8 5.8 67,5
EU 124 32,5 32,5 100,0
Total 381 100,0 100,0
Bar Chart
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Figure (1) Newspaper Article Samples

Comparing the percentage of newspaper coverage through the table data counting in
the Egyptian and European newspapers reveals that Al-Masry Al-Youm and Euronews held
the prevalent share of coverage. Hence, they published 307 news items (80.5%) of the total
sample, significantly more than the coverage provided by Al-Ahram, Al-Wafd, and El Pais,
which published 74 news articles (19.5%) of the total sample. The results show the

difference between the amount of news published by A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper, which
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is considered the most independent Egyptian newspaper, and A/-Ahram, which is a state-

owned newspaper and presents the viewpoint of the Egyptian government.

6.2.2 Examining the Media Frame of the Selected Samples

The Perception of Migrants and Refugees in Selected Newspapers

Through comparative analysis, we can effectively pinpoint the differences between
how Egyptian and European newspapers depict migrants and refugees when reporting on
immigration issues. This approach sheds light on the contrasting perspectives in Egyptian
and European media portrayal. By delving into this comparison, we aim to gain deeper
insights into how migrants and refugees were depicted in each newspaper. Table (4) and
Figure (2) compare the five selected newspapers’ perceptions of immigrants, whether they

are a threat, victims, or part of the integration process into host societies.

Table (4) Newspaper and the Perception of Migrants Crosstabulation

Migrants as Migrants as Migrants'
Threats Victims Integration
Newspaper AH 15 (3,9%) 19 (5%) 0 (,0%) 34 (8,9%)
AM 30 (7,9%) 143 (37,5%) 10 (2,6%) 183 (48%)
AW  5(1,3%) 13 (3,4%) 0 (,0%) 18 (4,7%)
EP 6 (1,6%) 16 (4,2%) 0 (,0%) 22 (5,8%)
EU 31 (8,1%) 93 (24,4%) 0 (,0%) 124 (32,5%)
Total 87 (22,8%) 284 (74,5%) 10 (2,6%) 381(100%)
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Figure (2) Newspaper and the Perception of Migrants

The previous results confirm the extent to which newspaper ownership is linked to
the idea of choosing the perspective with which the problem is addressed. Al-Masry Al-Youm
newspaper, which is independent of the state, adopted the perception of migrants as victims
rather than a threat, followed by Euronews, with a slight difference. This can be understood
in the context of the fact that the European migration crisis in 2015 was primarily composed
of Syrian immigrants and refugees, who found great sympathy among the Arab people in
particular.

The results also indicates that A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper predominantly portrays
immigrants as victims, with 143 news items (37.5%) of the total sample. Considering A/-
Wafd newspaper, 13 news articles used the victim frame (3.4%), and 5 used the threats frame
(1.3%) of the total sample. At the same time, E/ Pais used the victim frame with 16 news
articles (4.2%) and the threats frame with 6 news items (1.6%) of the total sample.
Additionally, Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper is the only one addressing immigrant
integration, with 10 published news pieces (2.6%) of the total sample on this topic.

On April 21, 2015, Al-Ahram newspaper published an article entitled “Reports of
950 migrants drowning in a shipwreck, including 200 women and 50 children.” The
article talked about the sinking of a fishing boat carrying 950 migrants near the Libyan coast.

The incident occurred 120 miles from the Italian island of Lampedusa. Among the
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passengers, there were 200 women and 50 children. This news indicates that the incident is
considered one of the worst disasters in the Mediterranean, and the EU faced pressure to
address the issue of illegal immigration more effectively. The tragedy amplified debates in
Europe over how to handle immigration. The news highlights the desperate conditions faced
by migrants trying to reach Europe and, at the same time, the severe political and
humanitarian challenges involved in addressing this crisis. The news mentioned Spanish
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s declaration: “We Europeans risk losing our credibility if
we fail to avoid tragic situations that occur every day.” Matthew Renzi, the Italian Prime
Minister, called on the European Union to quickly hold an expanded summit conference to
discuss ways to provide partnership rules between the EU countries to confront illegal
immigration. (Al-Ahram, April 21, 2015)

On the other hand, Table (5) shows the frequency of perception of immigrants in the
selected newspapers. We can notice that 284 news articles were published in the newspapers
chosen to depict migrants and refugees as victims, at a rate of (74.5%). In contrast, they were
portrayed as a threat in 87 news articles, at a rate of (22%) of the total sample. Meanwhile,
the 10 news articles that adopted the issue of immigrant integration were at most (2.6%) of

the total sample.

Table (5) Frequency Perception of Migrants

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Migrants as Threats 87 22,8 22,8 22,8
Migrants as Victims 284 74,5 74,5 97,4
Migrants' 10 2,6 2,6 100,0
Integration

Total 381 100,0 100,0

These findings indicate that most news coverage across the five selected newspapers
addressing the migration crisis in Europe in 2015 tended to depict migrants primarily as
victims. This portrayal can be understood in light of the ongoing war in Syria, which resulted
in the displacement of millions of Syrians seeking refuge in Greece and Turkey, and

ultimately aiming to reach Europe in pursuit of safety.
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Moreover, the widespread publication of the photograph depicting the drowned
Syrian child, Aylan Kurdi, discovered on a Turkish beach on September 2, 2015, played a
significant role in garnering global sympathy toward the migrant crisis. This event
contributed to the widespread adoption of the victim framework in most news reports

concerning immigration during that period.

Immigration Policies

The content analysis of immigration policies across multiple countries revealed that
the five chosen newspapers primarily focused on elucidating these policies within specific
nations implicated in the immigration challenge: the European Union Foundation, Germany,
Spain, Hungary, Turkey, and Egypt.

Notably, A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper emerged as the leading performer covering
immigration policies across various nations. Table (6) demonstrates that A/-Masry Al-Youm
newspaper published the highest number of articles concerning European Union
immigration policies, totalling 47 articles, followed by 31 articles on Germany's immigration
policy, 18 on Hungary's, 17 on Turkey's, and 10 on Egypt's. Securing the second position,
Euronews published 28 news reports concerning the European Union’s immigration
policies, 18 news reports on Turkey's immigration policies, and 9 news reports addressing
Hungary's policies. Additionally, E/ Pais newspaper highlighted 20 news pieces specifically

discussing immigration policies in Spain.

Table (6) Newspaper and Immigration Policies Crosstabulation

Egypt Germany Spain Hungary EU Turkey
Newspaper AH 11 0 0 0 4 1
AM 10 31 2 18 47 17
AW 3 1 0 0 3 3
EP 0 0 20 0 0 0
EU 0 11 0 9 28 18
Total 24(6,3%) 43(11,3%) 22(5,8%) 27(7,1%) 82(21,5%) 39(10,2%)
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A thorough examination of news coverage detailing various countries' responses to
the migration crisis in the European Union in 2015 reveals that Germany and Turkey's
immigration policies, which implemented open-door policies, significantly contributed to
the plight of migrants. Germany facilitated the influx of migrants, prompting other European
Union nations to shoulder their share of the crisis. They advocated for a system wherein each
European Union member state would commit to accepting a specific number of refugees
based on a quota system. Conversely, the news featured in the Spanish newspaper E/ Pais
(English edition) centred on immigration policies and Spain's efforts to manage the migrant
crisis, accommodating thousands of migrants and facilitating their integration into Spanish
society.

By the same token, A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper published news on September 15,
2015, entitled: “Spain plans to receive 35,000 refugees during 2015”

The news included the statement made by Spanish Interior Minister Jorge Fernandez and
reported by the Spanish News Agency:

“Spain’s decision is part of the Brussels proposals on the redistribution of refugees.

It included the hosting of 17,000 refugees who have already arrived in Madrid. Spain

will keep to the European Commission’s decision, which includes accepting 15,000

refugees as part of a border plan to redistribute 120,000 refugees across Europe.”
Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy confirmed Spain’s commitment to the European
Commission’s refugee distribution plan. In the same context, on September 9, 2015, El Pais
(English edition) published the news titled: “Spain will accept quota of 15,000 refugees

allocated by Brussels.”

“Spain will accept the nearly 15,000 refugees that the European Commission is
asking it to take in, the government said on Wednesday. Deputy Prime Minister
Soraya Saenz de Santamaria confirmed the news but said there was still no arrival
date for the 14,931 asylum seekers who will benefit from the decision”.

“We are working intensely to ensure that these people are guaranteed not just entry
into our country but also the kind of mid- and long-term integration that they
deserve,” said Saenz de Santamaria. This group of refugees is part of a larger
contingent of 120,000 people whom Brussels is distributing throughout various
member states. Germany, France and Spain have been asked to make the largest
burden-sharing effort.” (El Pais- English edition, September 09, 2015)
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In contrast, Hungary opposed this approach and advocated for stricter border controls
within the European Union to deter migrant crossings. On July 7, 2015, Euronews published
the news titled: “A Hungarian fence creates new front in Europe's migrant crisis.”

“Swifts darted in and out of nesting holes in the scrubland around an old brick factory
in northern Serbia. In the shade of the trees, Syrians and Afghans rested amid the
rubbish of those who came before them, waiting for nightfall to walk across the
nearby Hungarian border and into the European Union. Thirty-year-old Mohammed,
from the devastated Syrian city of Aleppo, said it had taken him just two weeks to
come this far. We are quick, he said. We are quick to beat the fence. A month from
now, Hungary says it will seal its border with Serbia with a 4-metre high, 175-km
barrier to keep out migrants streaming through the Balkans, fleeing war, poverty and
upheaval in the Middle East and Africa for a better life in western Europe. The move,
with its Cold War echoes in ex-Communist eastern Europe, threatens Serbia with
disaster, creating a new migrant bottleneck, one of several on European fringes, in a
country woefully ill-equipped to cope. One migration expert compared the likely
outcome to the French port of Calais, where nine migrants are believed to have died
since June trying to breach the entrance to the tunnel that runs under the channel to
Britain. Nonetheless, Serbia "will be on a far greater scale," said Rados Djurovic,
head of the Asylum Protection Centre, a local non-governmental organisation. In
Calais, some 3,000 migrants are camped out trying to cross the water to Britain; in
the Balkans, well over 100,000 are believed to have entered illegally into Hungary
so far this year.” While the fence is unlikely to stop many of them, it will slow them
down, likely creating vast squats in northern Serbia as winter approaches and
temperatures drop below freezing”. (Euronews, July 07, 2015)

On the other hand, Table (7) highlights the frequency of references to news articles including

immigration policies across multiple countries.

Table (7) Frequency of news including Immigration policies

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Egypt 24 6,3 6,3 6,3
Spain 22 5,8 5.8 13,9
EU 82 21,5 21,5 38,3
Germany 43 11,3 11,3 57,0
Turkey 39 10,2 10,2 73,2
Hungary 27 7,1 7,1 86,4

Notably, the European Union's immigration policies received the highest ranking,
with 82 news items (21%) of the sample, followed by Germany's immigration policies, with

43 news items (11.3%). Turkey featured 39 news pieces (10.2%), and Hungary had 27 news
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items (7.1%). Moreover, there were 24 news pieces discussing immigration policies in Egypt

(6.3%) of the total sample.

Migrant Voices

The analysis results indicated a difference between the Egyptian press and its
European counterpart regarding the issue of conducting personal interviews with immigrants
to hear their stories. Although most of the immigrants are Syrians and speak Arabic, the
results indicated a lack of hearing their stories in the Egyptian press, unlike Euronews
newspaper, for example, which ensured that its immigration news included hearing the
voices of immigrants, as they are the main element in news coverage of this phenomenon.

The analysis presented in Table (8) and Figure (3) regarding the extent of the selected
newspapers' engagement with immigrant voices and direct storytelling from them revealed
that Euronews newspaper ranked highest with 37 news stories (9.7%) of the total sample,
followed by A/l-Masry Al-Youm newspaper with 13 news items (3.4%) of the total sample.
In terms of news that didn't incorporate immigrant voices, Euronews published 80 news
pieces (%21), while Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper published 57 news items (15%) of the
total sample. Additionally, Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper led in coverage related to aid
provided to non-governmental organisations and other networks assisting migrants, with 113
news items published on this topic (29%) of the total sample.

Table (8) Newspaper and Migrant Voices Crosstabulation
Inclusion of
NGOs or other
Inclusion of Exclusion of  networks that
migrant voices migrant work for
with dignity/% voices/% migrants/%
Newspaper AH 0 (0,0%) 19 (5%) 15 (3,9%) 34 (8,9%)
AM 13 (3,4%) 57 (15%) 113 (29, 7%) 183 (48%)
AW 1 0,3%) 11 (2,9%) 6 (1,6%) 18 (4, 7%)

EP 4  (1,0%) 7 (1,8%) 11 (2,9%) 22 (5, 8%)
EU 37 (9,7%) 80  (21%) 7 (1,8%) 124(32,5%)
Total 55 (14,4%) 174 (45,7%) 152 (39,9%) 381 (100%)
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Figure (3) Newspaper and Migrant Voices

On the other hand, E/ Pais newspaper published 4 news stories (1%) of the total sample
including migrant voices, and 11 news stories (2.9%) included aid provided by non-
governmental organisations and other networks assisting migrants.

According to Al-Ahram newspaper, no news that included migrant voices was found, and 15
news stories (3.9%) of the total sample related to aid provided by non-governmental
organisations and other networks assisting migrants. Regarding A/-Wafd newspaper, only 1
piece of news that included migrant voices was found, and 6 pieces of news pieces (1.6%) of
the total sample related to aid provided to non-governmental organisations and other networks
assisting migrants.

The only news published in A/-Wafd newspaper during the period from March 2015 to
September 2015 that included the voice of migrants was related to the tragic story of the
drowning of the Syrian child Aylan Kurdi. On September 3, 2015, 4/-Wafd published news
entitled: “The father of the drowned Syrian child tells the tragic story.”

“We were 12 people on a Viper fishing boat, only about five meters long. After a short
distance, the waves began to rise significantly. The Turkish smuggler jumped into the
sea and fled, leaving us to fight the waves alone. The boat capsized, and I held on to my
two sons and my wife, and we tried to cling to the capsized boat for an hour. My children
are still alive. The first one died as a result of the high waves. I had to leave him to save
my second son.” Abdullah burst into tears and continued: “My second son died. I left
him to save their mother, but I found my wife had also died, after that, I stayed in the
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water for 3 hours until the Turkish Coast Guard arrived and rescued me”. (Al-Wafd,
September 3, 2015)

On the other side, Table (9) revealed that 174 news items, accounting for (45.7%), were
not inclusive of interviews with immigrants to share and publish their narratives. Conversely,
the number of news pieces featuring immigrants' voices amounted to 55, constituting (14.4%)
of the total sample. Furthermore, the number of news highlighting assistance provided by non-
governmental organisations and networks to migrants totalled 152, making up (39.9%) of the

total sample.

Table (9) Frequency Migrant Voices

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid Inclusion of migrant voices 55 14,4 14,4 14,4

with dignity

Exclusion of migrant 174 45,7 45,7 60,1

voices

Inclusion of NGOs or other 152 39.9 39.9 100,0

networks that work for

migrants

Total 381 100,0 100,0

These findings suggest that most news in the five chosen newspapers lacked personal
interviews with migrants, failing to convey their experiences and hardships, particularly
those escaping conflict zones. Given that migrants are pivotal in understanding the causes
and effects of migration, there should be more accurate representation of their voices in
European Union newspapers. This would foster a more profound comprehension of the
ongoing migration phenomenon, which shows no signs of abating amidst persisting
conflicts, notably in African nations and developing economies. However, the analysis
results also reveal a worldwide inclination toward aiding migrants via non-governmental
organisations and civil society networks to mitigate their hardships. This assistance garnered
significant attention in dissemination, as evidenced by the 152 news articles published in the

newspapers under study, comprising (39.9%) of the total sample.
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Practices in Border Control and National Migration Policies

The results of a comparison between the selected newspapers on the issue of national
immigration policies according to border control showed that AI-Masry Al-Youm newspaper
is the newspaper most inclined to welcome immigrants and propose new policies to address
the immigration issue. In contrast, 4I-Ahram and Al-Pais newspapers have adopted the idea
of tightening border controls. On the other hand, the coverage of Al-Wafd and Euronews
newspapers was balanced between tightening borders and welcoming immigrants at the
same time.

Examining national immigration policies regarding border control practices, as
presented in Table (10) and Figure (4), revealed that Euronews led the list with 66 stories
(17.3%) focusing on tightening borders. Following closely, A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper
published 36 news items (9.4%) on this topic, followed by Al-Ahram newspaper with 24
news pieces (6.3%) of the total sample.

Table (10) indicated that in terms of proposing new immigration policies, A-Masry
Al-Youm newspaper stood out among the selected newspapers, publishing 79 news items on
this subject (20.7%), followed by Al-Ahram newspaper with 11 news pieces (2.9%) of the
total sample. On the other hand, concerning narratives about welcoming immigrants, A!/-
Masry Al-Youm newspaper took the lead with 61 news items (16%), followed by Euronews
with 49 news items (12.9%).

Table (10) Practices in Border Control and National Migration Policies Crosstabulation

To enforce To foreground To foreground

border assimilation of multiculturalism New Integration

control/%  migrants /% 1% policies /%
Newspaper AH 24 (6.3%) 3 (0.8%) 4 (1%) 3 (0,8%) 34 (8.9%)
AM 36 (9.4%) 61 (16%) 7 (1.8) 79 (20.7%) 183 (48%)
AW 8 (2.1%) 7 (1.8%) 0 (0.0%) 3 (0.08%) 18 (4.7%)
EP 6 (1.6%) 3 (0.8%) 2 (0.5%) 11 (2.9%) 22 (5.8%)
EU 66 (17.3%) 49 (12.9%) 1 (0.3%) 8(2.1%) 124(32.5%)
Total 140 (36.7%) 123 (32.3) 14 (3.7%) 104 (27.3%) 381(100%)
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Figure (4) Practices in border control and national migration policies

Despite the large financial support from the European Union to member states for

each country to agree to receive a specific number of refugees because of the migration

crisis, some European countries, including the UK, Hungary, and France, for example, were

calling for tightening borders and proposing a new law to prevent the entry of refugees. By

the same token, on August 11, 2015, Euronews published news entitled: “Varying reactions

around Europe to new migrant wave.” To illustrate:

“As Europe struggles to cope with a surge in the number of migrants, the European
Commission has approved 2.4 billion euros of aid over six years for member
countries. Italy is to receive the most aid, nearly 560 million euros, while Greece will
receive 473 million. Britain has already received 27 million euros, while France gets
20 million later this month. "We are now able to disperse the funding for the French
national programme. The UK has already received the first disbursement of their
funding, and so both of these sums go to, amongst other things, dealing with the
situation in Calais," said EU Commission spokeswoman Natasha Bertaud. The
northern French port of Calais has become one of the frontlines in Europe's wider
migrant crisis alongside the Italian and Greek islands. More than 3,000 migrants and
refugees are there. Many try to enter Britain illegally through the Eurotunnel to claim
asylum. This situation has caused at least 10 migrant deaths since the beginning of
June. The French and British governments have responded by erecting new fences
near the tracks. In the UK, where anti-immigrant sentiments are on the rise, the
government has promised a new law to tighten immigration rules...Elsewhere,
Hungary has attracted criticism for attempting to stop migrants by building a 100-
mile-long razor-wire fence which runs along its border with Serbia. Every day, some
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1,500 refugees, mostly Afghan and Syrian, stream out of the woods into Hungary’
(Euronews, August 11, 2015).

On the other hand, Table (11) revealed that among the selected newspapers, 140 news items
focused on tightening border controls (36.7%) of the total sample. Conversely, 123 news
items highlighted welcoming immigrants (32.3%) of the total sample. Additionally, 104

news items focused on new immigration policies (27.3%) of the total sample.

Table (11) Frequency of Practices in Border Control and National Migration Policies

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid To enforce border control 140 36,7 36,7 36,7

To foreground assimilation 123 32,3 32,3 69,0

of migrants

To foreground 14 3,7 3,7 72,7

multiculturalism

New Integration policies 104 27,3 27,3 100,0

Total 381 100,0 100,0

These findings highlight a significant aspect of this domain: the prevailing emphasis
on tightening border controls among European Union countries despite the evident failure
of this policy to curtail migration. This failure is underscored by the surge in incidents
involving the sinking of dilapidated migrant boats and the resultant loss of lives, particularly
in the Mediterranean in recent years. For instance, the eruption of war or internal conflicts
in developing countries compels people to seek refuge elsewhere, as witnessed in 2015 when
millions of Syrians fled the conflict in their homeland, precipitating the European migration

Crisis.

Type of Coverage

Data analysis revealed that media coverage of the immigration issue encompassed
various frames, including human rights discourse, economic discourse, legal/security

discourse, and human rights tragedy discourse.
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The results indicated that A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper most frequently used the human
rights and human rights tragedy frames when covering immigration issues. This is consistent
with what was previously mentioned: 4/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper adopted the portrayal
of migrants as victims and, therefore, adopted the use of human rights discourse and the
discourse of human rights tragedy to a greater extent than other frameworks.

Meanwhile, Al-Ahram newspaper clearly chose the legal/security discourse.
However, both El Pais and Al-Wafd newspapers sided with the human rights discourse to a
lesser extent. On the other hand, Euronews balanced its human rights and security/legal
discourse coverage on immigration issues.

According to Table (12) and Figure (5), Al Masry Al Youm newspaper used the
human rights approach the most frequently in its coverage of immigration and migrants, with
86 news items (22.6%), followed by Euronews with 38 news items (10%) of the total sample.
Conversely, Euronews newspaper adopted an economic approach in publishing 26 news
items (6.8%), while A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper only published 8 news items in this
category. (2.1%) of the total sample.

In terms of the legal/security approach, Euronews took the lead with 34 news items
(8.9%), followed by A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper with 25 news items (6.6%) and Al-Ahram
newspaper with 22 news items (5.8%) of the total sample. Furthermore, it was observed that
Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper mostly utilised the human rights tragedy framework
compared to other newspapers, with 64 news items (16.8%), followed by Euronews with 26
news items (6.8%) and A/-Wafd newspaper with 8 news items (2.1%) of the total sample.
Table (12) Newspaper and Type of Coverage Crosstabulation

Human Human
Rights Economic  Legal / Security Tragedy
Approach /% Approach /%  Approach /%  Approach /%

Newspaper AH 6(1,6%)  2(0,5%) 22 (5,8%) 4 (1%) 34 (8,9%)
AM 86 (22,6%)  8(2,1%) 25 (6,6%) 64 (16,8%) 183 (48%)
AW 4(1,0%)  1(03%) 5 (1,3%) 8(2,1%)  18(4,7%)
EP 9(2,4%)  3(0,8%) 4 (1,0%) 6(1,6%)  22(5,8%)
EU 38 (10%) 26 (6,8%) 34 (8,9%) 26 (6,8%)  124(32,5%)
Total 143 (37,5%) 40(10,5%)  90(23,6%) 108 (28,3%) 381(100%)
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On the other side, Table (13) presents the distribution of the four types of media

coverage mentioned above across the selected newspaper samples analysed. Human rights

discourse emerged as the most prevalent, appearing in 143 news items, accounting for

(37.5%) of the total sample. Following closely, human rights tragedy discourse ranked

second with 108 news items, making up (28.3%) of the total sample, while legal/security

discourse secured third place with 90 news items, constituting (23.6%) of the total sample.

Lastly, economic discourse accounted for 40 news items, representing (10.5%) of the total

sample.

Table (13) Frequency of Type of Coverage

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Human Rights Approach 143 37,5 37,5 37,5
Economic Approach 40 10,5 10,5 48,0
Legal / Security Approach 90 23,6 23,6 71,7
Human Tragedy Approach 108 28,3 28,3 100,0
Total 381 100,0 100,0
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It is noteworthy that 90 news items (23.6% of the total sample) tended to approach
the crisis through a legal or security framework. This tendency was particularly evident in
the coverage of this crisis by Hungarian press outlets. However, these findings indicate that
a significant portion of media coverage in the selected newspapers centred around the human
rights perspective. This emphasis can be attributed to the escalation of the Syrian conflict in
2015 and the widespread dissemination of images depicting Syrian migrants attempting to
cross borders, particularly following the publication of the photograph of the drowned Syrian
child, Aylan Kurdi, which elicited global sympathy for the migration crisis. In the same
context, on July 9, 2015, A/-Masry Al-Youm newspaper published a news article entitled:
“United Nations: Number of Syrian refugees exceed 4 million.”

This news story reported that the UN refugee report (July 2015) indicated that the
ongoing Syrian crisis has led to over 4 million refugees fleeing the country. The report did
not include the 270,000 Syrians who have sought asylum in European countries. This figure
represents an increase of 1 million refugees within the previous ten months. In addition to
refugees, 7.6 million Syrians have been displaced within Syria, living under harsh
conditions. However, Antonio Guterres, The UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
criticised donor countries for not providing enough support to nations hosting large numbers
of refugees. According to host countries, Turkey hosts 1.8 million Syrian refugees, Lebanon
hosts 1.2 million, Jordan hosts 630,000, Iraq hosts 250,000, and Egypt hosts 130,000
refugees. (Al-Masry Al-Youm, July 9, 2015)

Photos Included

The analysis, as demonstrated in Tables (14) and (15), revealed that every piece of
news published in the five newspapers comprising the selected sample incorporated a
photograph. These photos depicted migrants, the vessels they travelled in, European leaders,
and other relevant figures discussing the migration crisis. This underscores the significance
of including a photograph alongside news articles to convey the intended message to readers

effectively.
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Table (14) Newspaper and Photo Included

Crosstabulation
Yes Total
Newspaper AH 34 34
AM 183 183
AW 18 18
EP 22 22
EU 124 124
Total 381 381

Table (15) Frequency of Photo Included

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Yes 381 100,0 100,0 100,0

Aylan Kurdi’s Photo

On September 2, 2015, a Syrian child named Aylan Kurdi tragically drowned in the
Mediterranean Sea when his boat capsized shortly after departing from the shore. Later that
same day, Peter Bouckaert, the director of emergencies at Human Rights Watch, shared a
photograph of Aylan Kurdi on his Twitter account. This tweet caused the image to spread
rapidly across social media platforms and mainstream news outlets (Mattus M., 2020).

Due to the intention behind its widespread distribution in mainstream media, disseminating
Aylan Kurdi's photograph was perceived as a humanitarian act. The publication of images
depicting deceased children may primarily serve humanitarian purposes, aiming to help
individuals understand the plight of refugees, particularly the harsh realities faced by refugee
children. The photograph of Aylan Kurdi captured the world's attention, eliciting feelings of
compassion rather than the usual blend of fear and indifference toward those who have fled
their homes in search of safety on European shores. Analysis of the data, depicted in Table

(16) and Chart (6), revealed that Euronews newspaper featured the photograph of the
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drowned child, Aylan, in 20 news items (5.2%) of the total sample. In comparison, AI-Masry
Al-Youm newspaper published this image in 11 news pieces (2.9%), A/-Wafd newspaper in
5 news items (1,3%), and Al-Ahram newspaper published the child photo in 4 news items

(1%). Lastly, EIl Pais newspaper featured it in one news item (0.3%) of the total sample.

Table (16) Newspaper and Aylan Kurdi’s photo
Crosstabulation
No Yes

Newspaper AH 30 (88, 2%) 4 (1%)  34(8,9%)
AM  172(94%) 11(2,9%) 183 (48%)
AW  13(72,2%) 5(1,3%) 18(4,7%)
B[P 21 (95,5%) 1(0,3%) 22 (5,8%)
EU 104 (83,9%) 20(5,2%) 124(32,5%)

Total 340 (89,2%) 41(10,8%) 381 (100%)
Bar Chart
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Figure (6) Newspaper and Aylan Kurdi’s photo
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The publication of the image of the drowned child brought global attention to the
plight of migrants and refugees, prompting a shift in countries' stances and policies regarding
the migration crisis. It shed light on the suffering experienced by migrants and the challenges
they face during their complex journeys. Steering the discussion more toward A/-Ahram
newspaper, which published news on September 4, 2015, entitled; “The image of the
Syrian child shocks the world, and an imminent international decision to stop the
migration tragedies.”

“The image of a drowned Syrian child, Aylan Kurdi, on a Turkish beach deeply

shocked the world and highlighted the ongoing refugee crisis in Europe. A UNICEF

report revealed that conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa have deprived over

13 million children of education. Violence has severely impacted schools in Syria,

Iraq, Libya, and Yemen. The UN Security Council was preparing to issue a decision

allowing the European Union to intervene in the Mediterranean Sea to combat Illegal

Immigration and human traffickers, especially in the International Waters.

According to the Canadian newspaper National Post, the child’s family attempted to

migrate to Canada but failed. The child’s father was the sole survivor of the tragic

incident, having lost his wife and two sons. Due to the intention behind its
widespread distribution in mainstream media, disseminating Aylan Kurdi's
photograph was perceived as a humanitarian act. The publication of images depicting
deceased children may primarily serve humanitarian purposes, aiming to help
individuals understand the plight of refugees, particularly the harsh realities faced by
refugee children. The photograph of Aylan Kurdi captured the world's attention,
eliciting feelings of compassion rather than the usual blend of fear and indifference
towards those who have fled their homes in search of safety on European shores.”

(Al-Ahram, September 4, 2015)

On the other hand, Table (17) demonstrates the frequency of publishing a photograph
of the drowned Syrian child Aylan Kurdi. It is observed that this image appeared in 41 news
items, accounting for (10.8%) of the total sample. While this percentage may seem modest,
it is crucial not to overlook the profound impact of publishing this image. It portrayed the
humanitarian crisis effectively and also attracted attention to the challenges faced by

migrants and refugees who were fleeing the ravages of the Syrian war. This conflict resulted
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in the displacement of millions, driving them towards Turkey in a quest to find a route to

reach the European Union.

Table (17) Frequency of Aylan Kurdi’s Photo

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid No 340 89,2 89,2 89,2
Yes 41 10,8 10,8 100,0
Total 381 100,0 100,0

The Month of the News Issued

Analysis of the sample data revealed fluctuations in the frequency of publishing news
concerning immigration and immigrants across the five newspapers during the seven months
from March to September 2015. Table (18) illustrates that September had the highest
incidence of migrant news coverage and European migration crisis reporting, totalling 224
news items, accounting for (58.8%) of the total sample. This trend is unsurprising, notably
following the publication of the photograph of the drowned Syrian child, Aylan Kurdi, on
September 2, 2015, which will remain immortalised in the memory of history. This image
attracted the attention of the global community to the issue of the migrant crisis and created
a great deal of sympathy for migrants. Many European countries called for approval of a
plan to share the burdens of receiving immigrants, led by Germany, which received the
largest number. August ranked second with 59 news items, constituting (15.5%) of the total

sample.

Table (18) Frequency of the Month of the News Issued

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid March 12 3,1 3,1 3,1
April 32 8,4 8,4 11,5
May 18 4,7 4,7 16,3
June 14 3,7 3,7 19,9
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July 22 5,8 5.8 25,7

August 59 15,5 15,5 41,2
September 224 58,8 58,8 100,0
Total 381 100,0 100,0

6.2.3 Exploring of the Research Questions

This study investigates the framing of immigration issues in Egyptian and European
newspapers. Employing content analysis, the research examines 381 immigration-related
articles published between March 1 and September 30, 2015, across three Egyptian and two
European newspapers. The analysis aims to elucidate the diverse media representations of
immigration and identify prevailing perceptions of migrants. Specifically, the study
addresses the following research questions:

e RQI: How are immigration issues framed within Egyptian newspapers?

e RQ2: How are immigration issues framed within European newspapers?

RQ 1: How do the Egyptian Newspapers Cover Immigration Issues?

A corpus of 235 news articles (61.6% of the total sample) was analysed, drawn from
three Egyptian newspapers: Al-Ahram, A/-Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd. The study focuses
on identifying and examining the prevailing frames employed by these newspapers to
understand their specific coverage patterns.

Concerning the type of coverage each newspaper used, some different patterns were
included.

It seems A/-Ahram tended to focus on the legal and security side of immigration. A/-
Masry Al-Youm, on the other hand, leaned heavily into the human rights angler. Then there's
Al-Wafd, which often framed immigration as a human tragedy. why do these papers take
such different approaches? It probably comes down to who owns them and what their
underlying viewpoints are. A/-Ahram, being state-run, is going to prioritise the official line.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, being independent and owned by entrepreneurs, has more freedom to
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highlight human rights. And A/-Wafd, as the voice of a political liberal party, is naturally
going to push its particular perspective.

When it came to how these newspapers portrayed migrants and refugees, the findings
indicated that all three publications tended to depict them as victims. A total of 175 articles
(45.9%) of the sample show migrants as people in need rather than as a threat. Only 50
articles (13.1%) of the total sample used the “threat” perspective. Taking into account that
most of the migrants and refugees at that time were Syrians escaping the conflict, so it is
natural they would be seen as victims.

Regarding border control and immigration policies, findings varied among the three
newspapers. Al-Masry Al-Youm clearly advocated for a more welcoming approach, calling
for migrant integration and proposing policies to facilitate this process. A/-Ahram leaned
more towards endorsing a policy of stricter control and tightening borders. On the other
hand, coverage in Al-Wafd newspaper fluctuated between these two approaches (refer to
Table 10 for more details).

Concerning the inclusion of migrants’ voices and personal stories through
interviews, the Egyptian newspapers showed limited engagement. Only 14 articles (3.7%)
across all three newspapers included migrants’ voices.

Al-Masry Al-Youm was the clear exception, publishing 13 of those 14 articles
(3.4%), demonstrating a genuine effort to highlight the struggles and hardships migrants
faced. Conversely, Al-Ahram published no news stories featuring migrants’ voices,
suggesting a significant omission in its coverage. AI-Wafd published only one news story
including migrants’ voices, which was a personal interview recounting someone’s journey
crossing the border.

On the other side, when it came to talking about NGOs and other groups helping
migrants, all three newspapers were on board with that. They published 134 news articles
(35.2%), highlighting the aid being provided.

To sum it all up, these Egyptian newspapers generally adopted a compassionate
approach towards migrants and refugees, mostly showing them as victims needing help. The
three publications were pushing for new policies to welcome them and help them settle in.
However, the degree of emphasis on this stance varied between the newspapers. Al-Ahram,
being the state paper, was more cautious, reflecting the government's official line. A/-Masry

Al-Youm, the independent one owned by Egyptian business, was much more vocal about
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helping out. And A/-Wafd, as a liberal newspaper, tended to adopt both welcoming and
security-oriented approaches.

While the three publications published immigration news about immigrants and
refugees, they barely let them speak for themselves. Personal interviews were scarce, despite
the fact that such stories are crucial for truly understanding the experiences and hardships

faced by migrants and refugees.

RQ 2: How do the European Newspapers Cover Immigration Issues?

The second research question investigates how Immigration is portrayed in European
newspapers. The samples were extracted from A/ Pais, the Spanish newspaper (English
edition) and Euronews newspaper from March 1 to September 30, 2015. A total of 146 news
articles (38.3%) of the total samples from these European newspapers were examined.

The findings revealed a notable difference in the quantity of news published by the
two newspapers examined. Euronews published 124 news items (32.5%) of the total sample,
whereas the English edition of E/ Pais released 22 news items (5.2%) during the research
timeframe.

According to the type of coverage, the findings indicated that in the coverage
provided by El Pais (English edition) newspaper, it was evident that 15 news items (3.9%)
framed immigration news around the discourse of human rights and human tragedy, while 3
news items (0.8%) centred on economic discourse and 4 news adopted on legal or security
frame. On the other side, Euronews featured 64 news (16.8%) focused on the human rights
and human tragedy discourse, alongside 26 news (6.8%) emphasising the economic frame
and 34 news (8.9%) highlighting the legal or security frame.

Regarding the perception of migrants in European newspapers, most of the news in
both newspapers employed a human rights frame and depicted migrants and refugees as
victims. The two European newspapers published 109 news stories (28.6%) using the victim
frame, while 37 news stories (9.7%) adopted the threat frame (refer to Table 4 for details).
These results demonstrate that the European press was heavily influenced by the escalating
conflict in Syria, which intensified the migration crisis. There is a clear tendency to depict
migrants as victims, especially following the publication of the photograph of the drowned
Syrian boy Aylan Kurdi in early September 2015. This tragic image drew the international

community’s attention, highlighting the severity of the European migration crisis.
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On the other hand, regarding border practices and national immigration policies,
the findings revealed that both newspapers addressed calls for tightening borders, and
proposing new immigration policies. Euronews published 66 news articles (17.3%) on
restricting border controls, compared to El Pais with 6 news articles (1.6%). Euronews also
featured 49 news stories (12.9%) on the integration of migrants, while El Pais had only 3
news items (0.8%) of the total sample.

Regarding news that contained proposals for new immigrant integration policies,
Euronews published 8 news items (2.1%), and E!/ Pais published 11 news items (2.9%)
(Refer to Table 10 for more details). These findings suggest a degree of balance in the
coverage of immigrant news by the two newspapers concerning border practices and national
immigration policies.

Regarding representing migrant voices and narrating their experiences through
personal interviews, the findings revealed a noticeable decline in the representation of
immigrant voices in both newspapers. Euronews included the voices of immigrants in 37
news stories (9.7%), while El Pais did so in only 4 news stories (1%) of the total sample. On
the other hand, Euronews published 80 news stories (21%), and E/ Pais published 7 news
pieces (1.8%) that did not involve interviewing migrants or presenting their narratives. These
findings point to a general hesitancy on the part of the European press to interview migrants
directly in order to learn about their experiences of hardship while migrating. On the other
hand, 7 news items (1.8%) of the total sample were found in Euronews newspaper, including
aid provided by NGOs to support the migrants, while El Pais published 11 news pieces
(2.9%) of the total sample.

6.2.4 Discussing the Characteristics of the Egyptian Newspapers' Coverage of

Immigration Issues

The study aimed to examine Egyptian newspapers' coverage of the 2015 European
immigration crisis, as newspapers in Egypt hold a significant influence on public perception
and understanding of immigration issues.

The investigation extended beyond the content of reporting to determine the methods
employed, analysing the narrative media frame, the portrayal of migrants, the representation
of border control practices, and the inclusion of migrant voices. Furthermore, the study

considered the impact of the Aylan Kurdi photograph on migration debates.
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The coverage of the Egyptian newspapers was characterised by several critical
points, perhaps the most important of which is the newspapers most often used to portray
migrants and refugees as victims. Egyptian newspapers published 175 news articles,
representing (45.9%) of the total sample, using the victims frame, which reinforces the
importance of looking at the human tragedy experienced by immigrants who were forced
under the threat of conflict to leave their homeland and search for a safe place for their
families, which is in line with international treaties and conventions in that matter.

The Egyptian media also published 134 news items (35.2%), indicating the aid
extended by NGOs and other support networks dedicated to assisting migrants. This
underscores the Egyptian press's dedication to advocating for increased support for migrants
as victims, emphasising the crucial role of providing essential aid to migrants as an integral
aspect of covering immigration issues.

Similarly, within this media frame, the Egyptian newspapers embraced the initiative
to suggest new immigration policies, publishing 85 news articles, accounting for (22.3%) of
the complete sample. This news discussed the policies advocated by the international
community for the integration of immigrants into host nations, which undoubtedly serves as
a significant step towards resolving the challenges posed by immigration.

Additionally, it has been noted that Egyptian and European newspapers cover the
subject of immigration in various types. When covering immigration issues, certain
European newspapers have a tendency to focus on economic or security perspectives,
portraying migrants and refugees as a threat or a burden. Conversely, the Egyptian press
primarily discussed migrants’ human rights in 96 news items (25.2%) and the tragedy of
human rights in 76 news items (19.9%) of the total sample. This choice aligns with the
Egyptian press's perception of immigrants as victims who should receive more substantial
aid and support, highlighting the significance of considering new immigration policies to
reduce negative immigration impacts.

On the other hand, findings from the content analysis revealed notable weaknesses
in the Egyptian press’s treatment of immigration, especially the lack of inclusion of
migrants’ voices through individual interviews. Egyptian newspapers published only 14
news stories (3.7%) that included personal interviews with migrants, allowing them to share
their experiences of hardship, challenges faced during migration, and struggles with

integration into host societies.
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The Egyptian press's lack of personal interviews in its coverage of immigration issues
primarily stems from insufficient funding and a lack of necessary resources for journalists
to travel to crisis zones, engage with the story's heroes, and document their experiences to

present a comprehensive understanding of this complex problem.

Summary of the Content Analysis

A comparative content analysis of immigration coverage in Egyptian and European
press revealed notable disparities. The Egyptian press demonstrated a greater degree of
empathy towards the migration crisis than its European counterparts. The 2015 Syrian crisis,
which resulted in millions seeking refuge at the European Union's borders, was a key driver
of the European migration crisis. Egypt's shared Arab identity and geographical proximity
to Syria likely influenced this empathetic approach, reflecting Egypt's historical engagement
with Arab affairs, particularly concerning the plight of Syrian refugees. Furthermore, Egypt's
established role as a host country for millions of immigrants, primarily from African nations,
positions it as a crucial transit destination.

Within the Egyptian newspapers, AI-Masry Al-Youm stands out as the dominant
source of immigration news, publishing 183 articles (48%) of the sample. This contrasts
sharply with Al-Ahram’s 34 articles (8.9%) and A/l-Wafd 18 articles (4.7%). These
discrepancies can be attributed to variations in editorial policies and ownership
structures. Al-Ahram, as a state-owned publication, reflects governmental perspectives. A/-
Masry Al-Youm, an independently owned newspaper, enjoys greater editorial freedom. A/-
Wafd, owned by the Al-Wafd Party, likely faces resource constraints that limit its capacity
for extensive coverage.

Regarding the framing of migrants in Egyptian newspapers, the analysis indicates
that 175 news stories (45.9%) employed the "victim frame." This suggests a tendency
towards positive coverage, portraying migrants as vulnerable individuals in need of
international assistance and emphasising the humanitarian imperative of welcoming them
into host countries.

Regarding coverage of national immigration policies, Egyptian newspapers
published 151 articles (39.6%) of the total sample. This indicates a strong interest in
highlighting both current and proposed policies related to migration. The analysis also

revealed coverage of European Union Commission immigration policies in 82 news stories
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across the selected newspapers. Furthermore, 43 stories focused on German immigration
policies, while 39 explored Turkish policies. This emphasis on Germany and Turkey likely
reflects their significant roles as primary reception countries for millions of refugees during
the 2015 European migration crisis, suggesting their active engagement in addressing the
issue.

Regarding the inclusion of migrant voices, the two European newspapers
incorporated interviews with migrants and their families in 41 articles (10.7%) of the total
sample, offering insights into their migration journeys. The three Egyptian newspapers, by
contrast, included such interviews in only 14 articles (3.7%) of the total sample. Migrant
narratives are crucial to understanding the complexities of immigration, providing valuable
perspectives on the root causes and informing effective responses. Giving space to these
voices is essential for a deep understanding of the issue and for developing policies that
respect migrants' human rights and facilitate their integration.

Recognising migrants as often forced to move in search of safety underscores the
importance of their perspectives in shaping informed immigration approaches. The 2015
European coverage of the immigration crisis, however, was largely defined by concerns
about increasing refugee numbers at EU borders, with a dominant "threat frame." While this
framing prevailed across much of Europe, a shift towards portraying migrants and refugees
as victims was observed, particularly after the publication of the image of the drowned

Syrian boy Aylan Kurdi in early September 2015.
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5.3 Findings of Focus Group Discussions

Focus group discussions for this study aimed to explore the perspectives of samples
of migrants and refugees living in Egypt about how Egyptian and European newspapers
cover immigration issues and what is necessary to improve this coverage. The discussions
also explored the role of newspapers in shaping public attitudes towards migrants and
refugees, as well as the role that newspapers can play in integrating them into host societies.
The responses from all participants in the four focus group discussions were carefully
recorded and analysed to ensure accuracy. To present conclusions drawn from this
qualitative data, a thematic analysis of the participants’ answers (migrants and refugees) to
the topics raised during the discussions was conducted. This resulted in the identification of

six main categories:

1- The portrayal of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and European newspapers.
2- Type of newspapers’ coverage of immigration issues.

3- Migrants’ voices in the newspapers.

4- The role of newspapers in shaping public attitudes towards migrants and refugees
5- The role of media in integrating migrants and refugees into host societies.

6- The essential issues that newspapers should focus on when reporting immigration

news.

1- The Portrayal of Migrants and Refugees in Egyptian and European

Newspapers.

Media studies frequently examine frames, which are the frameworks of
interpretation that support a specific problem description. (Heidenreich, T., et al., 2019).
During the immigration crisis in 2015, the depiction of migrants and refugees in Egyptian
and European newspapers varied according to the framework used by those newspapers to
describe immigration issues. European newspapers securitised immigration, tending to
adopt a threat frame when reporting on migrants. In contrast, Egyptian newspapers more
commonly used the victim frame. Therefore, participants were asked for their opinions on

how migrants and refugees were portrayed in Egyptian and European newspapers.
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The focus group discussions highlighted diverse perceptions. Most of the participants
expressed their disappointment with European newspapers’ negative portrayal as threats and
criminals invading Europe during the immigration crisis due to the fear of the increasing
number of migrants. One of the participants from Yemen in his early thirties shared his
opinion on this topic:

“The European countries were afraid of the waves of immigration to Europe, and
the press was influenced by this, especially with the increasing number of refugees
and migrants due to the war in Syria. Newspapers depicted refugees as criminals
who seek to invade Europe, and this, for me, is unfair because those victims lost
everything in the war”. (P8- Group2)

Another participant from Sudan, in his early thirties. mentioned the metaphors used to depict
migrants and refugees.

“Some European newspapers used words like “wave of refugees, invasion, animals”
to describe migrants and refugees. For me, it was horrible to read these words
describing people in tragic situations. It was a human crisis, and those refugees were
fleeing from the Syrian war. I was very disappointed by the poor press coverage of
the disaster”. (P4 — Group 1)

Another participant from Morocco, in his middle thirties, explained his point of view:

“I felt so bad because of the negative perceptions of refugees in most of the
newspapers. It was obvious that the EU member states failed to find effective
immigration policies to receive these homeless people and end their human crisis.”
(P18- Group 3)

Another participant from Sudan, in his early thirties, described his migrant journey from
Sudan to Egypt because of the war in Sudan:

“My journey from Sudan to Egypt was very difficult and carried a lot of hardship. [
travelled with my family, and we were being searched by the army. This happened 2
yvears ago because of the war in Sudan. However, I noticed that the media focused
on the negative aspects of migration. Refugees were portrayed as a burden rather
than victims. The press tends to use security frames when reporting immigration
issues.” (P20 — Group 4).

On the other hand, some participants felt that migrants and refugees were portrayed as
helpless victims in need of saving, emphasising the humanitarian tragedy and showing great

sympathy for them. One participant from Syria in his middle 30s stated:

“In Egyptian newspapers, 1 felt that migrants and refugees were portrayed as
helpless victims in need of saving. I saw a hundred people drown in see while many
countries refused to receive them or to provide necessary Aid for them, however,
their human rights were totally abused.” (P19- Group 4)
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Another female participant from Yemen, in her early thirties, shared her feelings about this
issue:

“I felt that newspapers focus on dramatic stories of migrants, which dominated the
coverage of the difficulties these people face in searching for a safe place to live”.
(P24- Group 4)

Another Syrian participant, 33 years old, shared his experiences:

“The portrayal of the immigration crisis in 2015 was balanced. The crisis was a
humanitarian tragedy because of the large number of refugees, and the news showed
great sympathy for them” (P13 — Group 3)

Another female participant from Syria, 34 years old, explained the type of Egyptian coverage

of immigration issues:

“Most Egyptian newspapers showed great sympathy for the Syrian refugee crisis,
especially with the spread of photos of hundreds of boats full of them trying to cross
the sea to reach Europe. Some of these migrants drowned during migration. I think
this was also the case for European newspapers, with some exceptions. For example,
some European press during the immigration crisis in 2015 showed a lack of
welcome and adopted a position supportive of tightening immigration policies to
prevent migrants and refugees from crossing the border.” (P12 — Group 2)

2- Type of Newspapers’ Coverage of Immigration Issues.

The portrayal of migrants in European newspapers, most of the time, is negative,

focusing on the problems and disorders that migrants could potentially cause. The media
often exploits people’s fear of migrants by portraying them as a disaster and a threat rather
than explaining their tragic situation. Stereotypes of news coverage do not allow for a full
understanding of the complexity of immigration as it is based on one-sided views. On the
other hand, Egyptian newspapers used the victim frame to portray migrants and refugees and
explain the challenges faced by migrants.
Most of the participants expressed that the tone used in newspapers’ coverage of immigration
is often negative, with a focus on potential security, economic, and cultural threats caused
by migrants and refugees. One participant from Sudan in his early thirties shared his
thoughts:

“I think the portrayal of migrants is negative in the media, focusing on crime and
problems rather than the human side of the issue”. (P 20- Group 4)
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Another participant from Yemen, in his middle thirties, described the type of European
newspapers’ coverage of immigration:

“I think migrants and refugees were portrayed negatively. European news mentioned
security and threats in most of the publications. However, some journalists are
working to change the typical negative portrayal of migrants and highlight their
positive impact on the host communities.” (P10 — Group 2)

Another female participant from Yemen in her late 20s stated:

“The overall feeling was quite negative. The press kept talking about how migrants
would lead to more violence and crime. It seemed like migrants were being treated
as just another crisis on top of everything else.” (P3 — Group 1)

Another female participant from Syria, in her middle 30s, shared her perspective on the
portrayal of migrants in European newspapers:

“The portrayal of migrants in European newspapers was negative. They used the
language of fear of migrants’ arrival and considered them an economic and security
threat to European culture. Of course, most of these migrants do not speak foreign
languages, and the European press did not encourage their integration into host
societies. It considered them a threat to the labour market, as well as linking them to
crime and terrorism” (P 12 — Group 2)

However, some participants believed that newspapers used a positive frame when reporting
on immigration issues and an advocacy tone to support migrants’ rights and call for changing
immigration policies. One of the participants from Somalia explained the newspaper’s
coverage during the immigration crisis in 2015:

“Press coverage during the 2015 crisis was largely sympathetic to refugees’ tragedy
because of the large number of them on the border. At the same time, numerous
humanitarian organisations were involved in extensive media advocacy initiatives,
seeking to persuade European countries to increase their efforts in providing
assistance to migrants and refugees”. (P16 — group 3)

Another participant from Lebanon, in his middle 30s, explained the coverage of Egyptian
newspapers during the immigration crisis 2025:

“During the immigration crisis in 2015, Egyptian newspapers mostly portrayed
migrants and refugees in a positive way. You can find a lot of sympathy and feeling
for the tragedy of these refugees. Most of the immigration news explains the problems
faced by the migrants and calls on the international community to find a solution to
their suffering, unlike the European news, which focuses on the crisis and does not
give enough attention to the people living through it. Unfortunately, after 2015, it is
rare to find immigration news in Egyptian newspapers.” (P 11- Group 2)

Another female participant, 30 years old from Syria, stated:
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“I felt that there was sympathy for migrants and refugees because the crisis was in

the headlines in the whole world, and it was truly disastrous”. (P 21 — Group 4)
Other participants believed that the type of newspaper coverage on immigration issues was
mixed between negative and positive. One participant from Morocco, in his middle 30s,
explained how migrants and refugees were portrayed in the newspapers:

“Depictions of migrants and refugees, especially Africans, are often associated with
crime and drug dealers. This, for sure, is a negative frame. The press usually ignores
publishing the successful migrant models. On the other hand, there are a few
newspapers that adopt a positive perception of migrants, such as the Egyptian press,
which shows a lot of sympathy for them and calls for implementing new immigration
policies that ensure the absorption of these victims”. (P 18- Group 3)

Another participant from Syria, in his middle 30s, shared his perspective on the portrayal of

Syrian refugees compared with Ukrainian refugees:

“Most of the reports were negative. However, there were some positive and
sympathetic images of migrants, but they were not enough. Syrian refugees were
largely depicted negatively through threat frames, while more positive humanitarian
and victimisation frames were employed in the framing of Ukrainian refugees, for
example.” (P2- Groupl)

Another participant, 31 years old from Sudan, mentioned another perspective of newspaper
coverage:

“For me, the coverage seemed to be a mix of positive and negative. While there was
a lot of negative coverage, there were also some balanced perspectives. It is possible
that the type of coverage varied depending on the political orientation of the
newspaper.” (P4 — Group 1)

Another female participant from Sudan, in her late 30s, shared her opinion on this topic:

“The coverage was a mix between negative and positive. On one hand, it is because
of the fear of receiving migrants in some European countries for economic and other
reasons. On the other hand, some newspapers used a positive frame to portray
refugees as victims and were calling on European countries to share the burden of
the crisis and receive them from a human rights perspective.” (P 17 — Group 3)

3- Migrants’ Voices in the Newspapers

Migrants and refugees are rarely given the chance to tell their own stories. The
narratives are often shaped by journalists, who may not fully understand migrants’
backgrounds or experiences, rather than allowing them to speak. In addition, there is a huge

gap between the reality and what has been published about migrants’ lives.
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Some of the participants believed that migrants and refugees are often underrepresented in
mainstream media. One participant from Syria, 33 years old, shared his opinion:

“I do not think migrants and refugees are often given the opportunity to tell their
own stories in newspapers. Our experiences and perspectives are sometimes
overlooked in favor of stereotypical coverage. At the same time, the assistance that
migrants receive from the UN or civil society organisations will stop if one of them
speaks to the media or raises any complaint.” (P13 — Group 3)

Another female participant from Syria, 30 years old, explained her feelings:

“I feel that migrants and refugees are not represented enough in newspapers, there
is a strong desire among them for opportunities to tell their own stories. The barriers
they face - such as a lack of proficiency to tell their stories in a second language,
which limits their ability to engage with media outlets directly — highlight the need
for more inclusive practices within journalism.” (P21 — Group 4)

Another participant from Yemen expressed the difficult reasons for conducting interviews
with migrants:

“There is difficulty in conducting interviews with refugees regarding financial
matters. For example, Egyptian newspapers require logistic issues like training the
journalists and sending them to the location where the news exists to conduct
interviews with people affected by the accident.” (P10- Group 2)

Another Somalian participant, in his middle 30s, summarised the topic and mentioned the
absence of space given to migrants’ voices in Egyptian newspapers:

“It is disappointing that migrants are rarely given this chance. Some newspapers
consider migrant voices, but most of them ignore the fact that real stories only come
from people who suffer. In Egypt, no media platform represents the voice of refugees,
in addition to the refugees’ inability to communicate with the Egyptian media due to
the language barrier or for fear that refugees will talk about political problems
occurring in their country that may harm them in Egypt.” (P 16 — Group 3)

On the other hand, few participants believe there is a space for migrants and refugees to tell
their own stories in the newspapers. One participant, 36 years old, from Morrocco, said:

“I think there is a chance to hear migrants’ voices. Three years ago, I did an
interview with Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper in Cairo. They asked me how I arrived
in Egypt and what happened to me after that. I told them my story and the difficulties
1 have faced to be part of Egyptian society. As a Moroccan living in Egypt, it was not
easy at all. I had to find a room and search for job opportunities in a country with a
high unemployment rate. I hope to leave Egypt and migrate to Greece one day, like
many Egyptians”. (P18- Group 3)

Another female participant from Yemen shared her experience with migrants’ voices:

“I think that there is a reasonable space for migrants to explain their position and
highlight the challenges they face, especially in independent newspapers that are not
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directed by the government. Some newspapers interview migrants and allow them to
speak freely to change the widespread negative stereotypes about them”. (P3—Group

1)

Another female participant from Syria, in her 30s, shared her opinion about Egyptian
coverage:

“I saw Egyptian newspapers publishing investigations about Syrians’ success in
establishing economic projects, especially restaurant projects. 1 also watched
several satellite channels host Syrian businessmen discussing their economic plans
in Egypt.” (P7-Group 2)

Another participant from Sudan, in his late 30s, described the topic:

“I have personally seen a few stories in the last few years, but they are rare. There
should be more opportunities for migrants and refugees to express their own
experiences. However, there is a small chance for migrants’ voices in Egyptian
newspapers.” (P5- Group 1)

Another participant from Syria, in his middle 30s, explained including migrants’ voices in
Egyptian newspapers:

“The Egyptian media, especially during the last three years, has been helpful to me
in many matters. I have seen a response from journalists to whom I presented
problems and asked them to shed light on them. For example, I had a major problem
obtaining a residency. I submitted many letters to the United Nations Commissioner
and the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs but did not reach a solution. However,
once the problem was presented in the Egyptian media, it was relatively solved. The
media helped me reach officials I would not have reached alone.” (P19 — Group 4)

4- The Role of Media in Shaping Public Attitudes Towards Migrants and
Refugees

The media plays a significant role in determining public attitudes (McLaren, L. et al.,
2018). Different views on immigration have been connected to the different discourses used
to frame media coverage of immigration (Kondor, K., et al., 2022). The media plays a
significant role in shaping public attitudes towards immigration and migrants, as the
language used and stories highlighted can influence how people perceive migrants and
refugees. Hence, participants were asked their opinions about the role of media in shaping
public attitudes towards migrants and refugees. Most of the participants believed that
negative immigration stories could create a climate of hostility and xenophobia against

migrants. They expressed concerns that negative reporting based on fear could also affect
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migrants’ integration into the host societies. One of the participants from Syria, in his middle
30s, shared his opinion:

“The media has much power, particularly when certain outlets push an agenda.
People tend to believe what they see, especially if it is repeated enough. I believe that
a lot of efforts can be made in this matter in order to avoid racism and hostility
against refugees and migrants.” (P6- Group 1)

Another participant from Yemen, in his middle 30s, shared his experience and mentioned
the impacts of the negative portrayal of migrants:

“People are affected positively or negatively depending on what they read on the
news. Therefore, newspapers must publish the news accurately and neutrally,
leaving the audience free to believe. Still, if they publish immigration news, for
example, in a negative way that raises fear, this will be reflected in people’s attitudes
about immigration and their behaviors towards migrants or refugees.” (P 10- Group

2)

Another participant from Lebanon, 34 years old, expressed his point of view about the
newspapers-agenda setting:

“Newspapers have an agenda that needs to be achieved. They are vital in shaping
people’s perceptions about a specific issue. By framing the news, the impacts can be
expected, negatively or positively.” (P11- Group 2)

Another participant from Yemen mentioned the contributions made by refugees in the host
communities:

“When the headlines of immigration news focus on crime, competition in the labor
market, sexual harassment, or any other negative stereotype, it can lead to
discrimination and prejudice against migrants. On the other hand, if the news is
interested more in showing the positive side of immigration, such as the contribution
made by migrants in the host country’s economy, filling some jobs for which locals
did not apply, and publishing the successful stories made by migrants, in these cases,
people attitude towards migrants will be absolutely different.” (P14- Group 3)

However, one Syrian female participant, 30 years old, pointed out that money is what makes
media at present and, therefore, controls what people are influenced by through newspapers.

“Money is the main driving force behind media in the world, especially in our current
era, when everything has become an industry. Nowadays, the media determines
people’s directions and desires. Most people have become brainwashed due to the
toxins that the media broadcasts into their minds, except for a small number of
individuals who recognise the gravity of the issues and tragedies that humanity faces
today, such as immigration issues”. (P21- Group 4)
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On the other hand, one Sudanese participant, in his late 30s, pointed out that the influence
of the media depends on the extent of the audience’s interest in the issue of immigration.

“I think it depends on who'’s watching or reading. The influence could vary based on
the audience. If people are already interested in immigration issues, they might not
be as easily influenced. However, for others, the media has the potential to impact
their perspective significantly.” (P5- Group 1)

5- The Role of Media in Integrating Migrants and Refugees into Host

Societies.

The media can play a critical role in helping migrants integrate into host societies by
highlighting the success stories of migrants and their contributions to the host community,
and they can build a bridge between migrants and local residents. Journalists can provide
updates and suggestions on integration policies, and they can also interview famous locals,
such as actors and football players, who talk positively about migrants and refugees.
Newspapers can lead the public debate to facilitate the integration process by avoiding
stereotypes and promoting acceptance and cooperation between all individuals. Hence,
participants were asked their opinions on the role of media in integrating migrants and
refugees into host societies. Most of the participants stated that newspapers can play this role
effectively. One participant from Yemen, 33 years old, shared his opinion:

“Many people depend on newspapers to update their information daily. With the
newspapers’ power, the integration process can be much easier.” (P8 — Group 2)

Another participant from Lebanon, 34 years old, explained the issue:

“The media can be essential in the integration process. For example, if popular
newspapers publish interviews with famous locals, such as artists or football players,
who talk about migrants and refugees positively, the people’s attitudes will welcome
them and facilitate the integration process”. (P11 — Group 2)

Another participant from Somalia referred to the role of media in migrants’ integration:

“I think the newspapers have the potential to promote understanding and dialogue
between migrants and locals and foster cooperation between them. The integration
process might be more accessible by avoiding negative portrayals and focusing on
successful stories and samples.” (P16 — Group 3)

Another female participant from Sudan, in her late 30s, shared her thoughts:

“I believe newspapers can fill the gap between migrants and the government because
the media, in general, can serve as a bridge to share their experiences and stories
with the community, promoting empathy and solidarity”.(P 17 — group 3)
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Another male participant from Sudan, in his early 30s, expressed his opinion about how
newspapers can help with the integration process:

“Newspapers can definitely help migrants integrate by providing valuable
information about local resources and cultural events. They can also highlight
inspiring stories of successful integration.” (P 20- Group 4)

Another male participant from Sudan, in his late 30s, explained the topic and referred to
migrants’ rights:

“l see mewspapers as a tool for creating cultural exchange and mutual
understanding. Journalists need to capture migrants and refugees in a respectful
frame and focus on their human rights. The press can serve as a valuable educational
tool that eases the integration process for newcomers. They can also raise awareness
about policies impacting migrants’ rights, such as access to healthcare services and
legal protection.” (P23 — Group 4)

6- The Essential Issues that Newspapers Should Focus on When Reporting

Immigration News.

Newspapers should focus on highlighting the human stories behind immigration,
addressing root causes of immigration like war, political conflicts, and economic challenges.
Newspapers should also avoid stereotypes and misinformation and shed light on the
integration of migrants and refugees into host societies, further facilitating their access to
medical services, housing, and employment opportunities. In addition, newspapers should
also promote public debates about equality and inclusion, as well as stop using dehumanising
language and include migrants’ voices and experiences in the news to raise public awareness
of tolerance and respect for diversity.

Participants were asked about the essential issues that newspapers should focus on
when reporting immigration news. Nearly all of them mentioned the need for more balanced
news coverage to combat stereotypes and promote understanding of this complex issue in
order to facilitate the integration process and shape public attitudes positively. One Syrian
male participant, in his middle 30s, described the issues that newspapers should consider
when reporting on immigration:

“The newspapers should focus on the reasons behind immigration rather than just
its consequences. They need to explain what pushes people to depart from their home
countries in the first place. However, they must give migrants and refugees the
chance to tell their stories. (P1 — Group 1)
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Another male participant from Sudan expressed his opinion and referred to the social
services presented to migrants and refugees:

“I think newspapers should focus more on migrants’ families and their children who
need access to public health services, enrolling their children in school, as well as
providing them affordable housing. I know that the Yemen embassy in Cairo plays
this role in helping Yemeni refugees who are living in Egypt.” (P5- Group 1)

Another female participant from Syria, 33 years old, shared her suggestions for improving
newspaper coverage of immigration issues:

“It is important to include the voice of migrants, reflect on the human aspect of
immigration, and focus on the repeated violation of the human rights of migrants. |
think these are the critical points that should be considered when journalists report
on immigration.” (P 7-Group 2)

Another male participant from Somalia, in his middle 30s, referred to the integration process:

“I think the newspapers must focus on the social integration of migrants and
refugees, including access to education, healthcare, housing, and employment
opportunities, and create a public debate about new policies that promote equality
and inclusion.” (P 16- Group 3)

Another male participant from Sudan, in his early 30s, shared his beliefs about the challenges
faced by migrants:

“I believe newspapers should focus on the challenges faced by migrants, such as
integration barriers, discrimination, access to educational associations, access to
healthcare services, and legal protection. The press should inform people about the
legal framework governing immigration in their country. This includes explaining
the rights that migrants have under international law. Understanding these rights is
vital for both migrants and locals, as it helps clarify what protections are available
against potential discrimination.” (P 20- Group 4)

Another female participant from Yemen, in her early 30s, explained the importance of
selecting the media framework when reporting on immigration:

“The chosen type of coverage is very important for understanding the topic.
Newspapers must carefully select the media frame in which migrants and refugees
are portrayed. Instead of adopting a negative frame that focuses on the threats
caused by migrants, newspapers can choose a positive framework that focuses on
their successful integration stories and their effective contribution to the economy,
which helps shape people’s attitudes toward migrants positively.” (P24 — group 4)
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Summary of the Focus Group Discussions

Most participants agreed that the portrayal of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and
European newspapers during the 2015 immigration crisis was largely shaped by the use of
"threat" or "victim" frames. They expressed disappointment with the negative portrayal of
migrants as threats and criminals in European newspapers, reflecting European anxieties
about the increasing number of arrivals. Several participants from Yemen, Sudan, and
Somalia felt that these newspapers focused on the negative aspects of migration, portraying
refugees as burdens rather than victims. Conversely, one participant felt that migrants and
refugees were portrayed as helpless victims in need of help, and the coverage emphasised
the humanitarian tragedy and expressed considerable sympathy.

Some participants noted that while Egyptian newspapers also used a "victim frame,"
explaining migrants' challenges and calling for solutions, immigration news became rare
after 2015, highlighting the need for more investigative and comprehensive coverage.

Focus group discussions also revealed that migrants and refugees are often
underrepresented in mainstream media, and their experiences and perspectives are often
ignored. Most participants attributed this to journalists' lack of understanding of the root
causes of migration, in addition to the language barrier. One participant from Yemen
explained the logistical challenges of interviewing refugees, including the need for trained
journalists to be deployed to relevant locations. A participant from Somalia highlighted the
lack of space for migrant voices in Egyptian newspapers, citing language barriers and fear
of political and security repercussions for speaking to journalists.

However, some participants believed that independent newspapers offer a platform
for migrants to share their stories, potentially challenging negative stereotypes. One
participant from Syria shared positive experiences with Egyptian newspaper coverage,
noting investigations about Syrian restaurant owners in Egypt. Another participant found
Egyptian media helpful in addressing personal immigration problems, such as obtaining
Egyptian residency.

Most participants assured that media plays a significant role in shaping public
opinion about migrants and refugees. The language used and the stories highlighted can
significantly influence public perceptions. Some participants worried that negative coverage
could fuel hostility and xenophobia, obstructing migrants' integration. They advocated for
avoiding racism and hostility. Others suggested that newspapers should strive for accurate
and neutral reporting, allowing readers to form their own conclusions. Some believed that
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focusing on positive aspects, such as migrants' economic contributions and success stories,
could positively shift public attitudes. One participant, however, suggested that media outlets
are primarily driven by financial interests and can manipulate public opinion.

Most participants confirmed that the media also plays a crucial role in migrant
integration by presenting success stories and contributions to the host community. They
believed journalists could report on integration policies and interview local figures who
speak positively about migrants and refugees. Newspapers can foster public dialogue on
immigration, promoting acceptance, cooperation, and solidarity. Many agreed that
newspapers can facilitate integration by bridging cultures, challenging stereotypes, and
promoting dialogue between migrants and locals.

Regarding essential elements for immigration reporting, most participants
emphasised the need for balanced coverage to combat stereotypes and foster a deeper
understanding of the complexities of immigration. They suggested focusing on the root

causes of migration and the social and medical services available to migrants and refugees.
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CHAPTER SIX
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

6.1 Discussion

The 2015 European migration crisis was undeniably shaped by the Syrian conflict,
which compelled millions of Syrians to escape the violence and seek refuge at the European
Union's borders. Contemporary media coverage of migration presents a variety of
journalistic and framing viewpoints. Journalists, often influenced by their own political and
ideological biases, present news in a manner consistent with their publication's stance.
Several recurring frames appear in stories about migrants. Negative frames, like those
highlighting fear or threat, portray migrants as a risk to the host community's public health,
cultural identity, economic stability, and national security. Conversely, positive frames,
such as compassionate or humanitarian perspectives, can facilitate the integration of
migrants and refugees.

This study explored how Egyptian and European newspapers reported on
immigration during the 2015 European migration crisis. The research focused on the media
frames used to depict immigrants and refugees. Using a mixed-methods approach, the study
analyzed immigration-related news articles published between March 1 and September 30,
2015, in three Egyptian newspapers (4l-Ahram, Al Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd) and two
European newspapers (E! Pais (English edition) and Euronews). Furthermore, the study
incorporated in-depth interviews with nine media professionals, including a media professor,
journalists, and a judge. Focus group discussions were also held with 24 migrants and
refugees residing in Egypt.

This study's findings indicate that the surge in migrants due to the Syrian conflict,
particularly during the 2015 European migration crisis, influenced media discourse on
migration. This aligns with Marques & Ramos's (2020) findings, which highlighted the
crucial role of media discourse in shaping public understanding of the large-scale arrival of
migrants, especially during September and October 2015.

Egyptian newspapers offered diverse perspectives on immigration. Al-Masry Al-
Youm leaned towards a human rights-focused framing, while the state-owned A/-Ahram

predominantly utilised a legal and security-oriented approach. Al-Wafd newspaper tended
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to swing between these two perspectives. Across all three publications, migrants and
refugees were generally portrayed as vulnerable victims, and there was a prevailing
sentiment of support for their integration into host communities. Nevertheless, these
newspapers provided limited opportunities for migrants and refugees to directly share their
personal stories and perspectives.

The results of the content analysis also revealed that El Pais (English Edition) and
Euronews largely framed immigration news by portraying migrants as victims, emphasising
human rights and human tragedy. This aligns with Amores, et al., (2020), who found that
the depiction of migrants as a threat in Spain has shifted towards a more "caring" media
approach, now portraying them as either victims of the government or desperate individuals
fleeing violence. Furthermore, the analysis showed the Syrian conflict's influence on
European newspaper immigration coverage. The portrayal of Syrian refugees as victims was
particularly evident following the widely publicised image of the drowned Syrian boy, Aylan
Kurdi, in early September 2015. This heartbreaking image drew global attention to the
European migration crisis. This result is consistent with Mattus (2020), who concluded that
the Kurdi image garnered international attention and evoked sympathy, contrasting with the
typical blend of fear and indifference towards displaced people.

Conversely, the results of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions revealed
that European journalists' coverage of the 2015 immigration crisis was significantly shaped
by concerns surrounding the rising number of refugees at EU borders. European newspapers
frequently employed a threat frame when portraying migrants and refugees. This aligns with
Berry et al. (2015), who identified the regulation of "immigration flows" and immigration
restrictions as prevalent themes in public discourse about migrants, alongside anxieties about
the potential loss of cultural identity and unfair competition for employment. Certain news
reports characterised refugees as threats to European values and culture. These reports often
originated from right-wing publications in some European countries, notably Germany. This
observation is consistent with Von Nordheim, et al., (2019), which demonstrated that the
right-wing weekly Junge Freiheit depicts the refugee issue as an influx of Muslim foreigners
culturally incompatible with the native Christian population. Similarly, Hameleers (2019)
highlighted the influence of right-wing populist messaging on negative, stereotypical media
coverage of immigrants.

The results of focus group discussions indicated that Egyptian newspapers generally

presented migrants and refugees positively, acknowledging their tragic circumstances.
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However, the coverage could have explored the underlying reasons, causes, and motivations
that compelled individuals to leave their home countries in search of safety and improved
living conditions. In contrast, European newspapers often portrayed migrants and refugees
negatively. European journalists predominantly used security and economic threat frames,
overlooking the contributions of migrants and refugees to their host societies. This aligns
with Bos, et al., (2016), who noted that public perceptions of immigration concerns are
adversely affected by alarming elements in media content, such as labour-market
competition or the perceived erosion of cultural norms.

The results of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions confirmed a lack of
migrant voices in immigration news, a point on which most participants concurred. This
finding echoes Thorbjornsrud & Figenschou (2016), whose analysis of US, French, and
Norwegian media coverage of irregular migration revealed that less than 10% of news
sources were irregular migrants themselves, highlighting the difficulties faced by
underprivileged populations in accessing elite-dominated mainstream news outlets.
Furthermore, migrants and refugees encounter numerous challenges and barriers when trying
to connect with journalists. In countries like Egypt, migrants and refugees fear interacting
with the media, as publicly sharing their experiences could lead to imprisonment or
deportation. Even when such risks aren't present, journalists often demonstrate a lack of
interest in hearing migrant and refugee perspectives, despite their crucial importance in
understanding migration processes.

The results of in-depth interviews also revealed recent instances of hate speech
against migrants and refugees on Egyptian social media, blaming them for the nation's
economic difficulties. In Egypt, public perception and awareness of migration are
significantly shaped by Egyptian media, which effectively emphasise the risks of illegal
immigration while promoting opportunities and alternative employment within Egypt
through various initiatives. Furthermore, Egyptian media highlight the dangers and
hardships encountered by those attempting illegal migration. This includes sharing stories
from Egyptian returnees who have experienced perilous journeys and faced considerable
challenges both during their travels and upon arrival in their destination countries.

Results also indicated that the media plays a vital role in facilitating migrant and
refugee integration by presenting their accomplishments and contributions to the host
community. This aligns with Young, et al., (2022), which examined US newspaper coverage

of immigration policies between 2010 and 2013 and again from 2017 to 2019. That study
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observed significant shifts in immigrant framing, moving from negative portrayals as an
economic burden to positive depictions as families and financial contributors. Newspapers
can further support integration by serving as a cultural bridge, challenging stereotypes, and
fostering communication between local populations and migrants.

On the other hand, this study explored potential improvements for Egyptian
newspaper coverage of immigration issues. Newspapers possess the ability to guide public
discourse on immigration, promoting tolerance, cooperation, and solidarity within
communities. Journalists could interview prominent residents who express positive views
about migrants and refugees and offer suggestions for integration policies.

The in-depth interviews revealed that journalists should open their minds, receive
adequate training in reporting on immigration issues, and conduct more interviews with
migrants and refugees, taking greater care with their language and avoiding previous
expectations. Moreover, journalism should partner with NGOs and civil society
organizations to offer migrants and refugees enhanced legal protection.

In conclusion, this study, by analysing the framing of immigration during the 2015
European migration crisis in Egyptian and European newspapers, offered four key
contributions. First, it validated the sympathetic coverage of immigration in Egyptian
newspapers, which portrayed migrants and refugees as victims of the crisis. At the same
time, it demonstrated how this coverage significantly influenced public attitudes towards
migrants and refugees and successfully drew global attention to the tragedy of the 2015
crisis, contributing to a shift away from negative portrayals in European newspapers.
Second, it emphasised the importance of fostering trust between journalists, migrants, and
refugees and conducting more personal interviews to promote a deeper understanding of
immigration issues.

Third, it underscored the necessity of avoiding dehumanising metaphors for migrants and
refugees and respecting their human rights by promoting integration, cooperation, and
solidarity within society. Finally, it offered recommendations for enhancing Egyptian

newspaper coverage of immigration issues.
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6.2 Conclusion

This section addresses the study's research questions: How do Egyptian newspapers
cover immigration issues? How do European newspapers cover immigration issues? What
suggestions can improve Egyptian newspaper coverage of immigration news?

The study employed a mixed-methods approach, integrating qualitative and
quantitative techniques to complement each other and provide accurate results and answers
to the research questions. It combined in-depth interviews, content analysis, and focus group
discussions. The methodology involved, firstly, conducting in-depth interviews with nine
journalists, judges, migration experts, and mass media professors selected through purposive
sampling. Secondly, it included a content analysis of 381 immigration news articles from
three Egyptian newspapers: A- Ahram, A- Masry Al-Youm, and Al-Wafd, and two European
newspapers: El-Pais (English edition) and Euronews, published between March 1 and
September 30, 2015.

The analysis concentrated on how Egyptian and European newspapers framed the
immigration news and how they portrayed migrants and refugees. Lastly, the study
conducted four focus group discussions, each consisting of six individuals of diverse
nationalities, all migrants and/or refugees residing in Egypt, to gather varied perspectives on
the coverage of immigration news articles. The results reveal distinct differences in how

Egyptian and European newspapers cover immigration issues.

Concerning Egyptian newspaper coverage of immigration issues, the results of
content analysis findings demonstrate that 4/-Ahram primarily adopted a legal/security
perspective, Al-Masry Al-Youm favoured a human rights perspective, and A/-Wafd
predominantly employed a human tragedy angle. The ownership orientation of these
publications likely explains the variation in coverage strategies. Al-Ahram, Egypt's state-
owned newspaper, represents the government's viewpoint. AI-Masry Al-Youm, a leading
independent publication, is owned by Egyptian business figures. A/-Wafd reflects the
perspective of the Al-Wafd Party, one of Egypt's oldest liberal parties. However, all three
newspapers demonstrated sympathy for migrants and refugees. This can be attributed to the
geographical proximity and shared Arabic language and Arab identity between Syria and
Egypt, highlighting Egypt's strong engagement with Arab affairs, particularly the challenges

faced by Syrian refugees. Moreover, Egypt's history as a major transit destination for
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migrants, having hosted millions of immigrants primarily from African nations, has provided
it with substantial experience in managing immigration issues.

Egyptian newspapers tend to portray migrants and refugees as victims requiring
international assistance for resettlement in host nations, considering this a fundamental
aspect of human rights. Furthermore, Egyptian newspapers demonstrated considerable
interest in highlighting migration policies, both proposed and existing, aimed at welcoming
and integrating migrants and refugees into new communities. However, despite migrants and
refugees being central to the immigration debate and their perspectives offering valuable
insights into the root causes of migration and facilitating more effective responses to its
consequences, the results reveal a lack of migrant and refugee voices in Egyptian
newspapers. This is due to migrants' and refugees' concerns about potential political and
security repercussions from speaking with journalists. Additionally, Egyptian newspapers
often lack interest in incorporating migrant and refugee perspectives.

The results of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions revealed that most
Egyptian newspapers present a positive view of immigrants and refugees residing in Egypt,
emphasising their integration into Egyptian society and referring to them as "guests" rather
than burdens. However, media discourse on Egyptian social media has recently shifted from
expressing strong compassion to portraying migrants and refugees as a potential economic
threat.

The findings also indicate that Egyptian government censorship affects all newspaper
content, not only immigration news. Consequently, press institutions dictate what is
published and what is omitted, demonstrating a lack of journalistic freedom to address

diverse topics of societal interest.

Regarding the European newspapers’ coverage of immigration issues, the results
of content analysis revealed that most news in both newspapers employed a positive
perception of migrants and refugees. El Pais adopted a human rights and human tragedy
frame, portraying migrants and refugees as victims, particularly in articles published after
the widely circulated image of the drowned Syrian boy, Aylan Kurdi, in early September
2015. Euronews coverage focused on human tragedy, economic, and security discourses.
The findings also showed a significant lack of migrant voices in both newspapers, suggesting
the hesitancy on the part of European publications to directly interview migrants about their

experiences of hardship during their journeys.
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The results of in-depth interviews indicated that European newspaper coverage of
immigration was marked by a fear of increasing refugee numbers at EU borders.
Immigration news in most European countries was dominated by a threat frame, depicting
migrants as a potential threat to security, the economy, and cultural identity. The findings
also indicated that despite being the key to comprehending the dynamics of migration,
newspapers are not interested in hearing the viewpoints of migrants and refugees. At the
same time, migrants and refugees face many barriers while attempting to communicate with
journalists. The important barrier is the language, as most of them do not speak foreign
languages, in addition, the lake of trust with journalists.

Congruently, the findings of the focus group discussions indicated that European
nations were terrified of the growing number of migrants and refugees. Most participants
voiced dissatisfaction with the negative portrayal of migrants as criminals and threats to
European values. Many participants from Yemen, Sudan, and Syria believed that the
European newspapers portray refugees as burdens rather than victims and concentrate on the
negative sides of migration. The findings also pointed out that the experiences and
viewpoints of migrants and refugees are frequently ignored and underrepresented in
European newspapers. Most participants think that journalists’ ignorance of the motivations
and reasons behind migration is a cause of this underrepresentation.

The findings also argued that people’s perceptions of migrants are greatly influenced
by the media because of the terminology employed and the news frames that are used. The
negative coverage of immigration using dehumanising words to depict migrants and
refugees, such as “invasion” or “floods of people” or “animals”, would foster a hostile and

xenophobic environment that affects migrants' integration into their new communities.

Regarding the suggestions to improve the coverage of immigration news in
Egyptian newspapers, some suggestions were given by the interviewees, such as
conducting more comprehensive reporting and background information on the difficulties
encountered by newcomers. Working with NGOs and civil society organisations can help
obtain more viewpoints. Programs for media literacy can also educate people about
immigration-related topics. Journalists should receive training from media groups regarding
the challenges of migration and the significance of ethical reporting. They should be more
interested in interviewing migrants and refugees with an open mind and without any previous

expectations.
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Newspapers should also try to feature the opinions and perspectives of migrants and
refugees, and journalists should be given sufficient independence to carry out their duties.
Finally, newspapers must present news objectively and truthfully. People's perceptions of
immigrants will improve positively if the media highlights the success stories of migrants
and the benefits of migration, such as how immigrants boost the economy of their new
country. Along with avoiding assumptions and false information, newspapers should provide
information about the cases and motives of immigration and how migrants and refugees are
integrating into their new communities, which will help them further with access to jobs,
housing, and healthcare. Newspapers should also stop using dehumanising language,
encourage public discussions on equality and inclusion, and feature the perspectives and
experiences of migrants in their stories to increase public understanding of tolerance and

respect for diversity.
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Suggestions of Future Researches

The media plays a pivotal role in shaping public perceptions and attitudes towards
migration. Since migration remains a pressing and often controversial issue, understanding
how it is portrayed in the media becomes crucial. A future investigation into how local
narratives differ from national narratives can reveal insights into the regional contexts that
shape migration reports. Understanding these dynamics can highlight the importance of local
media in promoting community understanding and participation. In addition, an examination
of the impact of media coverage on policy advocacy can reveal how media narratives
mobilize public opinion and shape advocacy efforts. Understanding how the media
influences policymakers can help improve effective communication and engagement
strategies around migration reform. In conclusion, the future of research into migration
media coverage is rich in potential. By exploring these diverse trends, researchers can
contribute to a deeper understanding of how media influences public perceptions and
migration policymaking. This knowledge will be invaluable to journalists, policymakers,
and community-based organizations involved in addressing the complex challenges
surrounding migration in today's world. As research progresses, it may promote a more
informed and accurate public discourse that can better reflect migration realities and their

impact on society.

196



Bibliography

Abdelwahed, A., Goujon, A., & Jiang, L. (2020). The migration intentions of young
Egyptians. Sustainability (Switzerland), 12(23), 1-38. https://doi.org/10.3390/su12239803

Abuzayd, K., Sullivan, D. J., Akram, S. M., & Roy, S. (2015). The Syrian Humanitarian
Crisis: What Is to Be Done? Middle East Policy, 22(2), 1-29.
https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12125

Adler, K., Salanterd, S., & Zumstein-Shaha, M. (2019). Focus Group Interviews in Child,
Youth, and Parent Research: An Integrative Literature Review. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods, 18. https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406919887274

Alecou, A., & Mavrou, J. (2017). Refugees in Cyprus: Local acceptance in the past and
present. Social Sciences, 6(4). https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci6040111

Alfter, B. (2016). Cross-border collaborative journalism: Why journalists and scholars
should talk about an emerging method. Journal of Applied Journalism & Media Studies,
5(2),297-311. https://doi.org/10.1386/ajms.5.2.297 1

Al-Kashef, M., & Martin, M. (2019). Bibliographic information Title: EU-Egypt migration
cooperation. at the expense of human rights.

Allen, W., Anderson, B., van Hear, N., Sumption, M., Diivell, F., Hough, J., Rose, L.,
Humphris, R., & Walkere, S. (2018). Who counts in crises? The new geopolitics of
international migration and refugee governance. Geopolitics, 23(1), 217-243.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2017.1327740

Alshengeeti, H. (2014). Interviewing as a Data Collection Method: A Critical Review.
English Linguistics Research, 3(1). https://doi.org/10.5430/elr.v3n1p39

Ammar, M., & Murgia, P. (2022). Shaping the migrant: Semantic strategies to portray
inward and outward migrants as social actors in the Arab press. Discourse and
Communication, 16(5), 485-503. https://doi.org/10.1177/17504813221099192

Amores, J. J., & Arcila, C. (2019). Deconstructing the symbolic visual frames of refugees
and migrants in the main Western European media. ACM International Conference
Proceeding Series, 911-919. https://doi.org/10.1145/3362789.3362896

Amores, J. J., Arcila-Calderon, C., & Blanco-Herrero, D. (2020). Evolution of negative
visual frames of immigrants and refugees in the main media of Southern Europe.
Profesional de La Informacion, 29(6), 1-21. https://doi.org/10.3145/ep1.2020.nov.24

Amores, J. J., Calderon, C. A., & Stanek, M. (2019). Visual Frames of Migrants and
Refugees in The Main Western European Media. Recent Issues in Sociological Research
Economics & Sociology, 12(3). https://doi.org/10.14254/2071

Andrade, M., Sato, L., & Hammad, M. (2021). Improving social protection for migrants,
refugees and asylum seekers in Egypt: An overview of international practices.

197



Antoniou, E. (2024). Framing Immigration: Exploring Media Effects on Immigrants’
Perception of Discrimination and Political Attitudes.

Aran, A., & Ginat, R. (2014). Revisiting Egyptian Foreign Policy towards Israel under
Mubarak: From Cold Peace to Strategic Peace. Journal of Strategic Studies, 37(4), 556—
583. https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2014.923766

Arcila-Calderoén, C., Blanco-Herrero, D., Matsiola, M., Oller-Alonso, M., Saridou, T.,
Splendore, S., & Veglis, A. (2021). Framing Migration in Southern European Media:
Perceptions of Spanish, Italian, and Greek Specialized Journalists. Journalism Practice.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.2014347

Asah, S. T., Bengston, D. N., Wendt, K., & Nelson, K. C. (2012). Diagnostic reframing of
intractable environmental problems: Case of a contested multiparty public land-use

conflict. Journal of Environmental Management, 108, 108—119.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2012.04.041

Aslan, S. Y. (2022). Securitization of Migration in the EU and Africa. 24(1), 153—-172.
https://doi.org/10.2307/48655656

Awad, I. (2019). [Review of the book The Politics of Migration in Modern Egypt:
Strategies for Regime Survival in Autocracies, by Gerasimos Tsourapas]. The Middle East
Journal 73(3), 495-496. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/736472.

Badr, H. (2020). Egypt’s media system: historic legacies and blocked potentials for
independent media. Publizistik, 65(1), 63—79. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11616-019-00537-8

Badsha, H. (2021). Islamist Discontent in the Sadat Years: Considering the Structures of
Anti-Sadat Islamist Thought. the ascendant historian, 1, 5-14.

Bahamaoui, C. (2021). Effects of lllegal Immigration and Control Mechanisms.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349105367

Baldwin-Edwards, M. (2004). Albanian emigration and the Greek labour market:
Economic symbiosis and social ambiguity. SEER: Journal for Labour and Social Affairs in
Eastern Europe, 7(1), 51-65. http://www.jstor.org/stable/43293028

Banoub, R. (2024). Egyptian Expatriates’ Engagement: Analysis of the Role of the State
(2015-2023). Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanities, Media, and Political Science
(IJHMPS).

Barbara Budrich, V., Editor, B., Baumann, M., Lorenz, A., & Rosenow, K. (2011).
Chapter Title: Turkey at the Crossroads Between the Middle East and the EU: Changing
Border Control and Security Policies Chapter Author(s): Basak Bilecen-Stioglu Book
Title: Crossing and Controlling Borders Book Subtitle: Immigration Policies and their
Impact on Migrants’ Journeys. Budrich UniPress.

Bartoszewicz, M. G., Eibl, O., & Ghamari, M. el. (2022). Securitising the future:
Dystopian migration discourses in Poland and the Czech Republic. Futures, 141.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2022.102972

198



Baubock, R. (2018). Refugee Protection and Burden-Sharing in the European Union.
Journal of Common Market Studies, 56(1), 141-156. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12638

Baubock, R. (2019). Mare nostrum: the political ethics of migration in the Mediterranean.
Comparative Migration Studies, 7(1). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-019-0116-8

Baumann, M., & Lorenz, A., & Rosenow, K., (2011). Crossing and Controlling Borders.
Budrich Academic Press. https://doi.org/10.3224/94075576

Bennett, L., Bison, S., Morani, M., Riveiro Rodriguez, L., Pomarius, L., Kaulfuss, S., &
Sundberg, I. (2015). Press Coverage of the Refugee and Migrant Crisis in the EU: A
Content Analysis of Five European Countries.

Benson, R., & Wood, T. (2015). Who Says What or Nothing at All? Speakers, Frames, and
Frameless Quotes in Unauthorized Immigration News in the United States, Norway, and
France. American Behavioral Scientist, 59(7), 802—821.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764215573257

Berry, E. M., Dernini, S., Burlingame, B., Meybeck, A., & Conforti, P. (2015). Food
security and sustainability: Can one exist without the other? In Public Health Nutrition
(Vol. 18, Issue 13, pp. 2293-2302). Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S136898001500021X

Berry, M., Garcia-Blanco, 1., & Moore, K. (2016). Press coverage of the refugee and
migrant crisis in the EU: A content analysis of five European countries.

Blackburn, Robert, and David Stokes. "Breaking down the barriers: using focus groups to
research small and medium-sized enterprises." International Small Business Journal 19,
no. 1 (2000): 44-67.

Blaxter, L., Hughes, C. &Tight, M. (2006). How to Research. (3rd Ed.) New York:
McGraw-Hill Education.

Bommes, M., & Alt, J. (2014). 7 Illegal migration in modern society Consequences and
problems of national European migration policies.

Bommes, M. & D'Amato, G., Boswell, C. (2012) Immigration and social systems:
collected essays of Michael Bommes. [ Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press] [Pdf]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2019667742/.

Bommes, M., Fassman, H., & Sievers, W. (2014). Migration from the middle east and
north africa to europe: past developments, current status and future potentials. Amsterdam
University Press.

Bonin, H. (2010). Chapter 18. The Suez Company versus Egyptian nationalism. History of
the Suez Canal Company, 1858-2008 Between Controversy and Utility (p.453 -480).
Librairie Droz. https://shs.cairn.info/history-of-the-suez-canal-company-1858-2008--
97826000133 14-page-453?lang=ft.

Borkert, M. (2011). Migration Policymaking in Europe: The Dynamics of Actors and
Contexts in Past and Present. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309385083

199



Bos, L., Lecheler, S., Mewafi, M., & Vliegenthart, R. (2016). It’s the frame that matters:
Immigrant integration and media framing effects in the Netherlands. International Journal
of Intercultural Relations, 55, 97—108. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2016.10.002

Bradby, H., Papoutsi, A., Hourani, J., Akyuz, S., & Phillimore, J. (2023). Something is
(still) missing? Feminist services for forced migrants surviving sexual and gender-based
violence in Sweden, Australia, Turkey and the United Kingdom. Women’s Studies
International Forum, 98. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2023.102697

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative
Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101. https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a

Brosius, H.-B., & Barthelt, A. (1994). The utility of exemplars in persuasive
communications. Communication Research, 21(1), 48-78.
https://doi.org/10.1177/009365094021001004

Brosius, A. (2019). How media shape political trust: News coverage of immigration and its
effects on trust in the European Union. European Union Politics.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116519841706

Brown, N. J., Dunne, M., & Hamzawy, A. (2007). EGYPT’S CONTROVERSIAL
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS A Textual Analysis.

Brubaker, R. (2017). Surges and Swarms A Conversation on Responsible Coverage of
Migration Highlights from a Workshop with the News Media in the Context of UN
Consultations on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.

BRUNET-JAILLY, E. (Ed.). (2007). Borderlands: Comparing Border Security in North
America and Europe. University of Ottawa Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.cttlckpchh

Buzan, B., Weaver, O., & de Wilde, J. (1998). Security: A new framework for analysis.
Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Calavita, K. (2009). Integrating the “Other.” In Immigrants at the Margins (pp. 75-98).
Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9780511493942.005

Camacho, C., Mariani, F., & Pensieroso, L. (2017). Illegal immigration and the shadow
economy. International Tax and Public Finance, 24(6), 1050—1080.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10797-017-9444-5

Casarico, A., Facchini, G., & Frattini, T. (2015). [llegal immigration: Policy perspectives
and challenges. CESifo Economic Studies, 61(3—4), 673-700.
https://doi.org/10.1093/cesifo/ifv004

Castiglione, D. (2022). Reconstructing The Expansion and Consolidation Of Immigration
Detention Infrastructure In Greece (1993-2018). Revista Interdisciplinar Da Mobilidade
Humana, 30(64), 81-10. https://doi.org/10.1590/1980-85852503880006406

Catterall, M., & Maclaran, P. (1997). ‘Focus Group Data and Qualitative Analysis
Programs: Coding the Moving Picture as Well as the Snapshots’.
http://www.socresonline.org.uk/2/1/6.html

200



Cayon Penia, J. (2022). Migration and security: Contemporary discussions on public
perceptions. Journal of Migration Studies, 14(3), 45—62.

Cepo, D., Cehuli¢, M., & Zrin§éak, S. (2020). What a difference does time make? Framing
media discourse on refugees and migrants in Croatia in two periods. Croatian and
Comparative Public Administration, 20(3), 469—496.
https://doi.org/10.31297/HKJU.20.3.3

Chauvin, S., & Garcés-Mascarenas, B. (2014). Becoming less illegal: Deservingness
frames and undocumented migrant incorporation. Sociology Compass, 8(4), 422-432.
https://doi.org/10.1111/s0c4.12145

Chong, D., & Druckman, J. (2007). Framing Theory. Annual Review of Political Sciences,
10,105. doi:10.072805.103054

Chouliaraki, L., & Stolic, T. (2017). Rethinking media responsibility in the refugee
“crisis”: A visual typology of European news. Media, Culture & Society, 39(8), 1162—
1177.

Cinalli, M., Trenz, H.-J., Brindle, V. K., Eisele, O., & Lahusen, C. (2021). Solidarity in the
Media and Public Contention over Refugees in Europe, First Edition.

Clark, J. (2015). Public opinion towards new migration flows in Europe and the increasing
role of the EU. InJ. P. A. M. C. (Ed.), Migration and Integration in Europe, Southeast
Asia, and Australia. A Comparative Perspective (1st ed., Vol. 1, pp. 45-56). Amsterdam
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9789048519071-005

Clarke, V., & Braun, V. (2013). Successful Qualitative Research: A Practical Guide for
Beginners. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/256089360

Cleveland, W. L., & Bunton, M. P. (2009). 4 history of the modern Middle East. Westview
Press.

Clochard, O., & Dupeyron, B. (2007). Chapter Title: The Maritime Porder Of Europe:
Upstream Migratory Controls. Ottawa Press.

Collste, G. (2015). Human dignity, immigration and refugees. In The Cambridge
Handbook of Human Dignity: Interdisciplinary Perspectives (pp. 461—468). Cambridge
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09780511979033.057

Cook, Steven A.,(2015) The Struggle for Egypt: From Nasser to Tahrir Square (2011;
online edn, Oxford Academic, 10 Feb. 2015),
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199795260.001.0001

Cooper, M. (2013). The Transformation of Egypt (RLE Egypt) (1st ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203070345

Costantino, F. (2014). Which factors drive illegal immigration? An empirical analysis of
the U.S. and the E.U. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303333940

201



Coverage and Framing of Immigration Policy in US Newspapers. (2021).

Crane, A., & Lawson, V. (2020). Humanitarianism as conflicted care: Managing migrant
assistance in EU Assisted Voluntary Return policies. Political Geography, 79.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2020.102152

D’Amato, S., & Lucarelli, S. (2019). Talking Migration: Narratives of Migration and
Justice Claims in the European Migration System of Governance. International Spectator,
54(3), 1-17. https://doi.org/10.1080/03932729.2019.1643181

Damstra, A., Jacobs, L., Boukes, M., & Vliegenthart, R. (2021). The impact of
immigration news on anti-immigrant party support: unpacking agenda-setting and issue
ownership effects over time. Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties, 31(1), 97—
118. https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2019.1607863

Danielsson, K. G. (2020). Sexual and reproductive health and rights of refugee and migrant
women: gynecologists’ and obstetricians’ responsibilities. International Journal of
Gynecology and Obstetrics, 149(1), 113—119. https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.13111

Das, R. H. (2022). Refugees and Immigration Policies. In Encyclopedia of Violence,
Peace, & Conflict: Volume 1-4, Third Edition (Vol. 2, pp. 669-678). Elsevier.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-820195-4.00232-6

David, A. M. (2017). Back to Square One: Socioeconomic Integration of Deported
Migrants. International Migration Review, 51(1), 127-154.
https://doi.org/10.1111/imre.12208

Dawadi, S., Shrestha, S., & Giri, R. A. (2021). Mixed-Methods Research: A Discussion on
its Types, Challenges, and Criticisms. Journal of Practical Studies in Education, 2(2), 25—
36. https://doi.org/10.46809/jpse.v2i2.20

de Coninck, D. (2020). Migrant categorizations and European public opinion: diverging
attitudes towards immigrants and refugees. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 46(9),
1667—1686. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2019.1694406

de Coninck, D., Vandenberghe, H., Book, K. M., Leen D’haenens, B. E., Joris, W., &
Heinderyckx, F. (2023). Chapter Title: Discordance between Public Opinion and News
Media Representations of Immigrants and Refugees in Belgium and Sweden Title: Images
of Immigrants and Refugees in Western Europe Book Subtitle: Media Representations,
Public Opinion and Refugees’ Experiences.

de Swert, K., Schacht, L., & Masini, A. (2015). More than human tragedy? A quantitative
comparison of newspaper coverage on irregular migration and lampedusa in five European
countries. ltalian Studies, 70(4), 506—520. https://doi.org/10.1080/00751634.2015.1120947

Dempsey, K. E. (2020). Spaces of violence: A typology of the political geography of
violence against migrants seeking asylum in the EU. Political Geography, 79.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2020.102157

de Waal, A., & Rachel, I. (2016). A human security strategy for the European union in the
Horn of Africa.

202



Dhémbo, E., Caro, E., & Hoxha, J. (2021). “Our migrant” and “the other migrant™:
migration discourse in the Albanian media, 2015-2018. Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications, 8(1). https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-021-00981-w

di Mauro, D., & Memoli, V. (2021). Instrumental explanations of attitudes towards
immigrants during the “refugee crisis”: Evidence from Italy. International Social Science
Journal, 71(239-240), 49-62. https://doi.org/10.1111/issj.12259

di Mauro, D., & Memoli, V. (2021). The Role of Public Opinion in EU Integration:
Assessing the Relationship between Elites and the Public during the Refugee Crisis.
Journal of Common Market Studies, 59(5), 1303—1321. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.13183

Dibekulu Bahir, D. (2020). An Overview of Data Analysis and Interpretations in Research.
https://doi.org/10.14662/IJARER2020.015

Douer, A. (2015). Egypt-the lost homeland: exodus from Egypt, 1947-1967: the history of
the Jews in Egypt, 1540 BCE to 1967 CE (Vol. 2). Logos Verlag Berlin
GmbH.drc annual-accounts 2020 en.

drc_annual-accounts 2020 en. (n.d.-b).
Dunne, M., & Hamzawy, A. (2019). Egypt’s Political Exiles: Going Anywhere but Home.

Dunaway, J., Branton, R. P., & Abrajano, M. A. (2010). Agenda Setting, Public Opinion,
and the Issue of Immigration Reform. In Quarterly (Vol. 91, Issue 2).

Eberl, J.-M., Meltzer, C. E., Heidenreich, T., Herrero, B., Theorin, N., Lind, F., Berganza,
R., Boomgaarden, H. G., Schemer, C., & Strombick, J. (2018). The European media
discourse on immigration and its effects: a literature review. Annals of the International
Communication Association, 42(3), 207-223.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23808985.2018.1497452

Echevarria, C. A., & Garcia-Enriquez, J. (2020). The economic cost of the Arab Spring:
the case of the Egyptian revolution. Empirical Economics, 59(3), 1453—-1477.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00181-019-01684-7

Editor, B., Bommes, M., Fassmann, H., & Sievers, W. (2023). Chapter Title: The
European Union’s international-migration relations towards Middle Eastern and North
African countries Chapter Author(s): Andrew Geddes Book Title: Migration from the
Middle East and North Africa to Europe Book Subtitle: Past Developments, Current
Status, and Future Potentials.

Egres, D. (2018). Symbolic and realistic threats — frame analysis of political and media
discourses about refugees and migrants. In Society and Economy (Vol. 40, Issue 3, pp.
463—-477). Akademiai Kiado Rt. https://doi.org/10.1556/204.2018.40.3.11

El-Enany, N. (2016). Aylan Kurdi: The Human Refugee. Law and Critique, 27(1), 13—15.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10978-015-9175-7

El-Sherif, A (2014). The Egyptian muslim brotherhood’s failures. Part 1 of a series on
political Islam in Egypt.

203



Endler, M., al Haidari, T., Chowdhury, S., Christilaw, J., el Kak, F., Galimberti, D.,
Gutierrez, M., Ramirez-Negrin, A., Senanayake, H., Sohail, R., Temmerman, M., &

Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm. Journal of
Communication, 43(4), 51-58. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x

Esposito, F., Quinto, C. R., de Masi, F., Gargano, O., & Costa, P. A. (2016). Voices of
Nigerian women survivors of trafficking held in Italian centres for identification and
expulsion. International Migration, 54(4), 133—149. https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.12253

European Commission (2016). A European Agenda on Migration.

European Commission (2018). Special Eurobarometer 469: Integration of immigrants in
the European Union. Brussels. Retrieved March 23, 2024, from
http://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/S2169 88 2 469 ENG

European Federation of Journalists. (2016). 8 tips for migration coverage. [Blog post].
European Federation of Journalists. Retrieved December 3, 2019, from
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2016/11/28/8- practical-tips-for-migration-coverage/

Fabregat, E., Medina-Bravo, P., & Meyers, M. (2019). Neighbourhood Press and
Immigration: A frame-building analysis of the depiction of immigrants. Journalism
Practice, 13(5), 602—619. https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2018.1521705

Facchini, G., Margalit, Y., & Nakata, H. (2022). Countering public opposition to
immigration: The impact of information campaigns. European Economic Review, 141.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.euroecorev.2021.103959

Facchini, G., Mayda, A. M., & Puglisi, R. (2017). Illegal immigration and media exposure:
evidence on individual attitudes. IZA4 Journal of Development and Migration, 7(1).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40176-017-0095-1

Fassmann, H., Ed, Reeger, ;, Ursula, Sievers, ;, & Wiebke. (2009). www.ssoar.info
Statistics and reality: concepts and measurements of migration in Europe. www.ssoar.info

Fengler, S., Lengauer, M., & Zappe, A. C. (2021). Reporting on migrants and refugees:
handbook for journalism educators.

Fernandez-Nifo, J. A., Ramirez-Valdés, C. J., Cerecero-Garcia, D., & Bojorquez-Chapela,
I. (2014). Deported Mexican migrants: Health status and access to care. Revista de Saude
Publica, 48(3), 478—485. https://doi.org/10.1590/S0034-8910.2014048005150

Ferris, E., & Kirisci, K. (2016). Chapter Title: Syrian Refugees: Challenges to Host
Countries and the International Community Book Title: The Consequences of Chaos Book
Subtitle: Syria’s Humanitarian Crisis and the Failure to Protect.

Fynn Bruey, V. (2018). FATAL JOURNEYS OF DISPLACED AFRICAN MIGRANTS
CROSSING THE MEDITERRANEAN: INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL EFFORT
AND RESPONSE. http://journalofinternaldisplacement.com

204



Gammeltoft-Hansen, T. (2017). The End of the Deterrence Paradigm? Future Directions
for Global Refugee Policy Executive Summary. In JMHS (Vol. 5).

Garcés-Mascarenas, Blanca & Chauvin, Sébastien. (2016). Undocumented Immigrants:
Between Exclusion and Inclusion. 10.1017/9789048535811.006.

Gatrell, P. (2007). Introduction: World wars and population displacement in Europe in the
twentieth century. In Contemporary European History (Vol. 16, Issue 4, pp. 415-426).
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0960777307004092

Ghosn, F., Braithwaite, A., & Chu, T. S. (2019). Violence, displacement, contact, and
attitudes toward hosting refugees. Source: Journal of Peace Research, 56(1), 118—133.
https://doi.org/10.2307/48595905

Glendon, M. A. (1997). Knowing the universal declaration of human rights. Notre Dame
L. Rev., 73, 1153.

Goldschmidt, A. (2008). A Brief History of Egypt. Checkmark Books.

Gombeer, K., Ulusoy, O., & Basilien-Gainche, M.-L. (2019). Understanding the Causes of
Border Deaths. In Border Deaths. Amsterdam University Press.
https://doi.org/10.5117/9789463722322 ch07

Gomez-Quintero, J. D., Aguerri, J. C., & Gimeno-Monterde, C. (2021). Media
representation of minors who migrate on their own: The MENA in the Spanish press.
Comunicar, 29(66), 96—105. https://doi.org/10.3916/C66-2021-08

Goodman, S., & Kirkwood, S. (2019). Political and media discourses about integrating
refugees in the UK. European Journal of Social Psychology, 49(7), 1456—1470.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.2595

Gopal, S., Tikhvinsky, S. L., Abu-Lughod, I. A., Weinberg, G., Thiam, I. D., & Tao, W.
(2008). History of humanity: scientific and cultural development, v. VII: The Twentieth
century.

Graw, K. (2012). On the cause of migration: Being and nothingness in the African-
European border zone. The global horizon: Expectations of migration in Africa and the
Middle East, 23-42.

Gregoriou, C., Ras, I. A., & Muzdeka, N. (2022). “Journey into hell [...where] migrants
froze to death”; a critical stylistic analysis of European newspapers’ first response to the
2019 Essex Lorry deaths. Trends in Organized Crime, 25(3), 318-337.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-021-09418-x

Greussing, E., & Boomgaarden, H. G. (2017). Shifting the refugee narrative? An
automated frame analysis of Europe’s 2015 refugee crisis. Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies, 43(11), 1749—1774. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2017.1282813

Grigonis, S. (2017). EU in the face of migrant crisis: Reasons for ineffective human rights
protection. International Comparative Jurisprudence.

https://doi.org/10.1016/}.icj.2017.01.003

205



Guarch-Rubio, M., Byrne, S., & Manzanero, A. L. (2020). Violence and torture against
migrants and refugees attempting to reach the European Union through the Western
Balkans. Torture, 30(3), 67-83. https://doi.org/10.7146/torture.v30i3.120232

Guest, G., & Fleming, P. (2015). Mixed Methods Research. In Public Health Research
Methods (pp. 581-614). SAGE Publications, Inc.
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781483398839.n19

Gundhus, H. O. 1. (2021). Shaping migrants as threats: Multilayered discretion,
criminalization, and risk assessment tools. International Journal for Crime, Justice and
Social Democracy, 10(3), 56—71. https://doi.org/10.5204/1JCJSD.2041

Hadi, M. A., Alldred, D. P., Closs, S. J., & Briggs, M. (2013). Mixed-methods research in
pharmacy practice: Basics and beyond (part 1). In International Journal of Pharmacy
Practice (Vol. 21, Issue 5, pp. 341-345). https://doi.org/10.1111/ijpp.12010

Haenens, L. d’., Joris, W, & Heinderyckx, F. (2019). Images of immigrants and refugees in
western Europe : media representations, public opinion and refugees’ experiences. Leuven
University Press.

Hainmueller, J., & Hopkins, D. J. (2014). Public attitudes toward immigration. Annual
Review of Political Science, 17,225-249. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-102512-
194818

Hameleers, M. (2019). Putting Our Own People First: The Content and Effects of Online
Right-wing Populist Discourse Surrounding the European Refugee Crisis. Mass
Communication and Society, 22(6), 804—826.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15205436.2019.1655768

Hammarberg, K., Kirkman, M., & de Lacey, S. (2016). Qualitative research methods:
When to use them and how to judge them. In Human Reproduction (Vol. 31, Issue 3, pp.
498-501). Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dev334

Hanaford, A., Hurd, J., Parkinson, J., Robjant, K., Salloum, R., & Gering, J. (2016,
February 26). Reporting on refugees. Tips on covering the crisis. Dart Center. Retrieved
December 18, 2018, from https://dartcenter.org/ resources/reporting-refugees-tips-
covering-crisis

Harrigan, J., & El-Said, H. (2009). 4id and power in the Arab world: IMF and World Bank
policy-based lending in the Middle East and North Africa. Springer.

Harteveld, E., Schaper, J., De Lange, S. L., & Der Brug, W. V. (2017). Blaming Brussels?
The Impact of (News about) the Refugee Crisis on Attitudes towards the EU and National
Politics. JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, 56(1), 157-177.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12664

Hathaway, J. C. (2021). The rights of refugees under international law. Cambridge
University Press.

206



Haw, A. L. (2021). “Hapless Victims” or “Making Trouble”: Audience Responses to
Stereotypical Representations of Asylum Seekers in Australian News Discourse.
Journalism Practice. https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.1930574

Heidenreich, T., Lind, F., Eberl, J. M., & Boomgaarden, H. G. (2019). Media Framing
Dynamics of the “European Refugee Crisis”: A Comparative Topic Modelling Approach.
Journal of Refugee Studies, 32(Special Issue 1), [172-1182.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fez025

Hermanowicz, J. C. (2002). The Great Interview: 25 Strategies for Studying People in Bed.
In Qualitative Sociology (Vol. 25, Issue 4).

Hibbard, S., & Layton, A. S. (2010). The origins and future of Egypt's revolt. Journal of
Islamic Law and Culture, 12(3), 197-214.

Hinnebusch, R. A. (1981). Egypt under Sadat: Elites, power structure, and political change
in a post-populist state. Social problems, 28(4), 442-464.

Hopwood, D. (1982). Egypt: politics and society 1945-1981. London. George Allen &
Unwin.

Horsti, K. (2008). Europeanisation of public debate: Swedish and Finnish news on African
migration to Spain. Javnost, 15(4), 41-53.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13183222.2008.11008981

Horsti, K. (2016). Visibility without voice: Media witnessing irregular migrants in BBC
online news journalism. In African Journalism Studies (Vol. 37, Issue 1, pp. 1-20). Taylor
and Francis Inc. https://doi.org/10.1080/23743670.2015.1084585

Houghton, J. (2019). The Egyptian Navy of Muhammad Ali Pasha. Mariners Mirror,
105(2), 162—182. https://doi.org/10.1080/00253359.2019.1589113

Huot, S., Kelly, E., & Park, S. J. (2016). Occupational experiences of forced migrants: A
scoping review. Australian Occupational Therapy Journal, 63(3), 186-205.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1440-1630.12261

Hussein, S. (2019). Cross-Mediterranean Egyptian migrants: a discursive analysis.

Ibrahim, Y., & Howarth, A. (2018). Review of Humanitarian Refuge in the United
Kingdom: Sanctuary, Asylum, and the Refugee Crisis. Politics and Policy, 46(3), 348-391.
https://doi.org/10.1111/polp.12254

Imanishi, K. O. (2022). The boy on the beach: Shifts in US policy discourses on Syrian
asylum following the death of Alan Kurdi. Media, Culture and Society, 44(5), 882-902.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01634437211069965

International Centre for Migration Policy Development. (2016). How does the media on
both sides of the Mediterranean report on migration? Preliminary findings, draft
conclusions and draft recommendations. Ethical Journalism Network.

207



International Organization for Migration, 1. Organization. (2024). World Migration Report
2024. United Nations Research Institute for Social Development.

Jeanny Gering Journalists Alex Hannaford, B., Hurd, J., & Parkinson, J. (2016). Reporting
on Refugees: Tips on Covering the Crisis.

Jhunjhunwala T., & Verma, A. (2024). The role of media in shaping public perception of
political issues (Vol. 5, Issue 3). www.irjhis.com

Jin, S. (2024). Why is immigration important to you? A revisit to public issue salience and
elite cues. European Journal of Political Research. https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-
6765.12708

Jungblut, M. (2017). Between sealed borders and welcome culture: Analyzing mediated
public diplomacy during the European migrant crisis. Journal of Communication
Management, 21(4), 384-398. https://doi.org/10.1108/JCOM-02-2017-0013

Kalfeli, N., Frangonikolopoulos, C., & Gardikiotis, A. (2022). Expanding peace
journalism: A new model for analyzing media representations of immigration. Journalism,
23(8), 1789-1806. https://doi.org/10.1177/1464884920969089

Kamel, S. Z. M. (2021). Media Coverage for the Egyptian 25th January Events in Egyptian
and American Newspapers: A Comparative Study.

Kandil, D. (2015). Abbas Pasha: A Ruler at Odds. In Journal of Association of Arab
Universities for Tourism and Hospitality (Vol. 12, Issue 2).

Karabuva, Z. (2021). The role of media in shaping public perception of immigrants.
Fluminensia, 33(1), 143—167. https://doi.org/10.31820/F.33.1.14

Kebede, E., Goujon, A., & Lutz, W. (2019). Stalls in Africa’s fertility decline partly result
from disruptions in female education. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of
the United States of America, 116(8), 2891-2896. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas. 1717288116

Kemp, B.J. (2018). Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization (3rd ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351166485

Kerwin, D. (2020). International Migration and Work: Charting an Ethical Approach to the
Future. Journal on Migration and Human Security, 8(2), 111-133.
https://doi.org/10.1177/2331502420913228

Khalifah, O. (2013). Nasser in the Egyptian Imaginary.

Klawier, T., Prochazka, F., & Schweiger, W. (2022). Comparing Frame Repertoires of
Mainstream and Right-Wing Alternative Media. Digital Journalism, 10(8), 1387-1408.
https://doi.org/10.1080/21670811.2022.2048186

Koch, A., Biehler, N., Knapp, N., & Kipp, D. (2023). Integrating refugees: Lessons from
Germany since 2015-16.

208



Kondor, K., Mihelj, S., Stétka, V., & Toth, F. (2022). News consumption and immigration
attitudes: a mixed methods approach. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 48(17),
4129-4148. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2022.2054786

Koufogiannakis, D., Slater, L., & Crumley, E. (2004). A content analysis of librarianship
research. Journal of information science, 30(3), 227-239.

Kovras, 1., & Robins, S. (2016). Death as the border: Managing missing migrants and
unidentified bodies at the EU’s Mediterranean frontier. Political Geography, 55, 40—49.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2016.05.003

Krippendorff, K. (2019). Content analysis. SAGE Publications, Inc.,
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781071878781

Kristine Nepstad Bendixsen, S., & Gombac, J. (2013). EMMIR, European Master’s in
Migration and Intercultural Relations TITLE: “The other” crossing: Discursive

representations of the management and dynamics of the Southern Border of Spain
AUTHOR: Monica Rodriguez de Luna.

Kuypers, J. A. (2009). “Framing Analysis” How to Conduct a Rhetorical Framing Study
of the News. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318926032

la Rocca, G. (2017). Media, migrants and human rights. In International Review of
Sociology (Vol. 27, Issue 2, pp. 225-229). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03906701.2017.1329003

Lawlor, A., & Tolley, E. (2017). Deciding Who’s Legitimate: News Media Framing of
Immigrants and Refugees. In International Journal of Communication (Vol. 11, pp.967-
991). http://ijjoc.org.

Lecheler, S., Bos, L., & Vliegenthart, R. (2015). The mediating role of emotions: News
framing effects on opinions about immigration. In Journalism and Mass Communication
Quarterly (Vol. 92, Issue 4, pp. 812—838). SAGE Publications Inc.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077699015596338

Leerkes, A., & van Houte, M. (2020). Beyond the deportation regime: differential state
interests and capacities in dealing with (non-) deportability in Europe. Citizenship Studies,
24(3), 319-338. https://doi.org/10.1080/13621025.2020.1718349

Lengauer, M. (2024). Covering migration and forced displacement—ethical challenges for
journalism education in the Arab world.

Lindstrem, C. (2005). European Union Policy on Asylum and Immigration. Addressing the
root causes of forced migration: A justice and home affairs policy of freedom, security and
justice? Social Policy and Administration, 39(6), 587—605. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
9515.2005.00458.x

Lippman, T. W. (1989). Egypt after Nasser: Sadat, peace and the mirage of prosperity.
New York: Paragon House publshers.

209



Lori, J. R., & Boyle, J. S. (2015). Forced migration: Health and human rights issues among
refugee populations. Nursing Outlook, 63(1), 68-76.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.outlook.2014.10.008

Lukyanova, G. (2018). Framing in Russian TV News: How to Shape Reality? SHS Web of
Conferences, 50, 01098. https://doi.org/10.1051/shscont/20185001098

Lutz, P., & Karstens, F. (2021). External borders and internal freedoms: how the refugee
crisis shaped the bordering preferences of European citizens. Journal of European Public
Policy, 28(3), 370-388. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2021.1882541

Maas, A. (2024). Media Framing and Tone of Voice in Dutch Newspapers: A Comparative
Analysis of the Syrian and Ukrainian Refugee Crisis.

Macnamara, J. (2018). 11. Content Analysis. In Mediated Communication (pp. 191-212).
De Gruyter. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110481129-012

Madi, G. (2024). Revisiting migrants’ contributions with a human rights-based approach: a
discussion on facilitating and hindering factors: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the
human rights of migrants.

Maguire, M., & Delahunt, B. (2017). Doing a Thematic Analysis: A Practical, Step-by-
Step Guide for Learning and Teaching Scholars. * (Issue 3).
http://0js.aishe.org/index.php/aishe-j/article/view/335

Mancini, P., Mazzoni, M., Barbieri, G., Damiani, M., & Gerli, M. (2021). What shapes the
coverage of immigration. Journalism (London, England), 22(4), 845-866.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1464884919852183

Mangiapane, F., & Migliore, T. (Eds.). (2021). Images of Europe: the Union between
federation and separation. Cham: Springer.

Marques, M. A., & Ramos, R. (2020). Migrant speeches: strategies for representing us and
them in opinion journalistic discourse. Comunicacao e Sociedade, 38, 17-39.
https://doi.org/10.17231/COMSOC.38(2020).2594

Marwa El Ashmouni, & Katharine Bartsch. (2014). Egypt’s Age of Transition:
Unintentional Cosmopolitanism during the Reign of Muhammad ‘Al1 (1805—1848). Arab
Studies Quarterly, 36(1). https://doi.org/10.13169/arabstudquar.36.1.0043

Massey, D. S. (2020). Creating the exclusionist society: from the War on Poverty to the war

on immigrants. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 43(1), 18-37.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2019.1667504

Mattus, M. (2020). Too dead? Image analyses of humanitarian photos of the Kurdi
brothers. Visual Studies, 35(1), 51-64. https://doi.org/10.1080/1472586X.2020.1731325

210



Matveevskaya, A. S., Pogodin, S. N., & Juntao, W. (2021). Problem of human rights
violations during the migrant crisis in Europe. Vestnik Sankt-Peterburgskogo Universiteta,
Filosofiia i Konfliktologiia, 37(3), 508-515. https://doi.org/10.21638/SPBU17.2021.311

Maurer, M., HaBler, J., Kruschinski, S., & Jost, P. (2022). Looking over the channel: The
balance of media coverage about the “refugee crisis” in Germany and the UK.
Communications, 47(2), 219-240. https://doi.org/10.1515/commun-2020-0016

Mcauliffe, M. (2015). Media and migration: Comparative analysis of print and online
media reporting on migrants and migration in selected origin and destination countries.
http://www.immi.gov.au/pub-res/Pages/research/irregular-migration-research.aspx

McAuliffe,M. & Weeks, W & Koser, K. (2017). Media and migration: Comparative
analysis of print and online media reporting on migrants and migration in selected
countries. 10.22459/LWG.12.2017.11.

McAuliffe, M & Mence, V. (2017). Irregular maritime migration as a global phenomenon.
10.22459/LWG.12.2017.02.

McAuliffe, M., & Kitimbo, A. (2018). Africa migration: What the numbers really tell us.
World Economic Forum. Retrieved March 30, 2019, from
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/heres-the-truth-about-african-migration/

Mccann, K., Sienkiewicz, M., & Zard, M. (2023). The role of media narratives in shaping
public opinion toward refugees: A comparative analysis. www.iom.int

McGregor, L., Ng, V., Shaheed with Elena Abrusci, A., Kent, C., Murray, D., Williams,
C., Carter, L., Connors, J., Farrell, E., Gilbert, G., Rau, S., & Sunkin, M. (2018). The
Human Rights, Big Data and Technology Project The report greatly benefited from the
insightful comments and suggestions by The Human Rights, Big Data and Technology
Project.

McLaren, L., Boomgaarden, H., & Vliegenthart, R. (2018). News Coverage and Public
Concern about Immigration in Britain. International Journal of Public Opinion Research,
30(2), 173-193. https://doi.org/10.1093/ijpor/edw033

Megan Berthold, S., Sir Malcolm Evans, L., Duhaime, B. L., Alice Edwards, L., Herbert,
T., Jens Modvig, Dc., Oxburgh, G., Draminsky Petersen, H., Quiroga, J., Schiemann, J.
W., Sveaass, N., Weishut, D., Mariana Castilla, M., & Cohodes Andreea Lachsz Jennifer

Meeteren, Masja. (2014). Irregular Migrants in Belgium and the Netherlands: Aspirations
and Incorporation. 10.1515/9789048523085.

Merisalo, M., & Jauhiainen, J. S. (2021). Asylum-Related Migrants’ Social-Media Use,
Mobility Decisions, and Resilience. Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies, 19(2),
184—198. https://doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2020.1781991

Micinski, N. R. (2022). Chapter Title: Collaboration in EU Migration Management Book
Title: Delegating Responsibility Book Subtitle: International Cooperation on Migration in
the European Union. https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.12068235.8

211



Mikhail, A. (2011). Nature and Empire in Ottoman Egypt. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9780511977220

Miyagiwa, K., & Sato, Y. (2019). Illegal immigration, unemployment, and multiple
destinations. Journal of Regional Science, 59(1), 118—144.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jors.12408

Moser, A., & Korstjens, I. (2018). Series: Practical guidance to qualitative research. Part 3:
Sampling, data collection and analysis. In European Journal of General Practice (Vol. 24,
Issue 1, pp. 9-18). Taylor and Francis Ltd.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13814788.2017.1375091

Moriarty, J. (2011). Qualitative Methods Overview Improving the evidence base for adult
social care practice.

Mujagic, M. (2022). The Migration as an Invasion and the Common European House
metaphors in media discourse. ExELL, 10(1), 22—50. https://doi.org/10.2478/exell-2022-
0009

Mujagi¢, M., & Berberovic, S. (2020). The IMMIGRANTS ARE ANIMALS metaphor as
a deliberate metaphor in British and Bosnian-Herzegovinian media. ExELL, 7(1), 22-51.
https://doi.org/10.2478/exell-2020-0005

Nagarajan, K. v. (2013). Egypt’s Political Economy and the Downfall of the Mubarak
Regime. In International Journal of Humanities and Social Science (Vol. 3, Issue 10).
www.ijhssnet.com

Nobel, C. (2018, August 9). 10 rules for reporting on war trauma survivors. Journalist’s
Resource. Retrieved Novem- ber 25, 2020, from https://journalistsresource.org/tip-
sheets/reporting/10-rules-interviewing-trauma-survivors/

Noorwali, R., Almotairy, S., Akhder, R., Mahmoud, G., Sharif, L., Alasmee, N., Mahsoon,
A., & Hafez, D. (2022). Barriers and Facilitators to Mental Health Help-Seeking among
Young Adults in Saudi Arabia: A Qualitative Study. International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(5). https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19052848

Osman, M. (2023). Building a Future Powered by Egypt’s People: Navigating the
Demographic Trends Policy Paper.

Osman, A., Marwa, &, & Samei, A. (2012). The Media and the Making of the 2011
Egyptian Revolution. In Global Media Journal German Edition (Vol. 2, Issue 1).
www.globalmediajournal.de

Parenti, A., & Tealdi, C. (2023). Don’t Stop Me Now: Cross-Border Commuting in the
Aftermath of Schengen. B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis and Policy, 23(3), 761-806.
https://doi.org/10.1515/bejeap-2022-0344

Parker, S., Bennett, S., Cobden, C. M., & Earnshaw, D. (2022). ‘It’s time we invested in
stronger borders’: media representations of refugees crossing the English Channel by boat.

212



Critical Discourse Studies, 19(4), 348-363.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17405904.2021.1920998

Parrott, S., Hoewe, J., Fan, M., & Huffman, K. (2019). Portrayals of Immigrants and
Refugees in U.S. News Media: Visual Framing and its Effect on Emotions and Attitudes.
Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic Media, 63(4), 677-697.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08838151.2019.1681860

Peel, K. L. (2020). beginner’s guide to applied educational research using thematic
analysis. Practical Assessment, Research and Evaluation, 25(1), 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.7275/ryr5-k983

Penninx, R., & Garcés-Mascarenas, B. (2016). Integration Policies of European Cities in
Comparative Perspective: Structural Convergence and Substantial Differentiation.
Migracijske 1 Etnicke Teme / Migration and Ethnic Themes, 32(2), 155-189.
https://doi.org/10.11567/met.32.2.1

Perkowska, M. (2016). Illegal, legal, irregular or regular - Who is the incoming foreigner?
Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric, 45(1), 187-197. https://doi.org/10.1515/slgr-
2016-0024

Petroff, A., Viladrich, A., & Parella, S. (2021). Framing inclusion: The media treatment of
irregular immigrants’ right to health care in Spain. International Journal of Intercultural
Relations, 82, 135—144. https://doi.org/10.1016/].ijintrel.2021.03.004

PhD Thesis Malak Faisal Al Sharif October 2023.

Philo, G., Briant, E., & Donald, P. (2013). Pluto Press Chapter Title: A Brief History of
Contemporary Migration and Asylum Book Title: Bad News for Refugees.
https://about.jstor.org/terms

Pietsch, J & Clark, M. (2015). Migration and integration in Europe, Southeast Asia, and
Australia: A comparative perspective.

Porto, M. D. (2022). Water Metaphors and Evaluation of Syrian Migration: The Flow of
Refugees in the Spanish Press. Metaphor and Symbol, 37(3), 252-267.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926488.2021.1973871

Prauser, S., & Rees, A. (2004). The Expulsion of the “German’ Communities from Eastern
Europe at the End of the Second World War. www.iue.it

Promel, C. (2023). Belonging or estrangement—The European Refugee Crisis and its
effects on immigrant identity. European Journal of Political Economy, 78.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2023.102394

Raja, 1., & Alotaibi, N. N. (2018). Representations of Syrian refugees in the British tabloid

press: An illustration of Aylan Kurdi’s tragic event. Journal of Arab & Muslim Media
Research, 11(1), 61-82.

213



Ramirez Plascencia, D. (2017). Refugee crisis representation on German online press: the
case of Aylan Kurdi. REMHU: Revista Interdisciplinar Da Mobilidade Humana, 25(51),
95-108. https://doi.org/10.1590/1980-85852503880005107

Raza, A., & Akram, A. (2023). Evaluating Linguistic Framing in Eastern and Western
Media Discourse: An Analysis of its impact on Perceptual Constructs (Vol. 7, Issue 2).

Relations, E.-I. (2023). The European Union’s Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis
Written by Evanthia Balla. https://www.e-ir.info/2023/04/22/the-european-unions-
response-to-the-syrian-refugee-crisis/

Richmond, J.C.B. (1977). Egypt, 1798-1952 (RLE Egypt): Her Advance Towards a
Modern Identity (1st ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203069493

Rodriguez-Pérez, C., Jivkova-Semova, D., Vara, E. P., Asadi, N., & Kreutler, M. (2022).
Unravelling migration media coverage: How migrants and immigration were portrayed in
Spain during the refugee crisis (2015-2018). Historia y Comunicacion Social, 27(1), 161—
173. https://doi.org/10.5209/hics. 77537

Roman, N., Young, A., & Perkins, S. C. (2021). Displaced and invisible: Ukrainian
refugee crisis coverage in the US, UK, Ukrainian, and Russian newspapers. Negotiation
and Conflict Management Research, 14(3), 153—-169. https://doi.org/10.1111/ncmr.12193

Rozo, S. v., Anders, T., & Raphael, S. (2021). Deportation, crime, and victimization.
Journal of Population Economics, 34(1), 141-166. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00148-020-
00785-3

Rozukalne, A., Kruks, S., Stakle, A., & Skulte, I. (2020). Representation of migration in
Latvian mass media (2015-2016): Deny voice to the voiceless. Informacijos Mokslai, 87,
13-35. https://doi.org/10.15388/Im.2020.87.24

Rzepka, 1., Kindermann, D., Friederich, H. C., & Nikendei, C. (2024). Secondary
traumatization in refugee care-EMDR intervention for interpreters (STEIN): a study
protocol for a quasi-randomized controlled trial. T7ials, 25(1), 643.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-024-08480-4

Saidin, M. L. S., & Storm, L. (2024). The challenges of regime change and political
transition in Egypt and Libya after the Arab Uprisings: critical reviews of factors and
implications. Cogent Arts & Humanities, 11(1).
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2024.2335771

Sarikakis, K. (2017). How Does the Media on Both Sides of the Mediterranean Report on
Migration?.

Sayrs, L. (1998). InterViews: An Introduction to Qualitative Research Interviewing Steinar
Kvale. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1996. 326 pp. The American Journal of Evaluation,
19(2), 267-270. https://doi.org/10.1016/s1098-2140(99)80208-2

Scherman, A., Etchegaray, N., Pavez, 1., & Grassau, D. (2022). The Influence of Media
Coverage on the Negative Perception of Migrants in Chile. International Journal of

214



Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(13).
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19138219

Scheufele, D. A. (1999). Framing as a theory of media effects. Journal of Communication,
49(1), 103—122. https://doi.org/10.1111/.1460-2466.1999.tb02784.x

Schwartz Sierra Scott, M. (2023). Journal on Rehabilitation of Torture Victims and
Prevention of Torture Special Section: Forensic Documentation of Psychological Torture
TORTURE Journal on Rehabilitation of Torture Victims and Prevention of Torture
Editorial support and language editing. 33(1), 2023. http://irct.org/media-and-
resources/publications#torture-journal

Sharp, J. M (2018) Egypt: Background and US Relations. Congressional Research service.

Sharpe, M. (2013). The 1951 refugee convention's contingent rights framework and article
26 of the ICCPR: a fundamental incompatibility?. Refuge, 30, 5.

Silvera, A. (1980). The first Egyptian student mission to France under Muhammad
Ali. Middle Eastern Studies, 16(2), 1-22.

Skeldon, Ronald. (2010). Managing migration for development: Is circular migration the
answer?. The Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations. 11.

Slovic, P., Véstfjall, D., Erlandsson, A., & Gregory, R. (2017). Iconic photographs and the
ebb and flow of empathic response to humanitarian disasters. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 114(4), 640—644.
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas. 1613977114

Smets, K., & Bozdag, C. (2018). Editorial introduction. Representations of immigrants and
refugees: News coverage, public opinion and media literacy. In Communications (Vol. 43,
Issue 3, pp. 293-299). Walter de Gruyter GmbH. https://doi.org/10.1515/commun-2018-
0011

Smith, D., & Deacon, D. (2018). Immigration and the British news media: Continuity or
change? Sociology Compass, 12(9). https://doi.org/10.1111/s0c4.12618

Sohlberg, J., Esaiasson, P., & Martinsson, J. (2018). The changing political impact of
compassion-evoking pictures: The case of the drowned toddler Alan Kurdi. Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies, 45(13), 2275-2288. https://
doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2018.1538773

Soliman, F. (2023). Environmental Harms at the Border: The Case of Lampedusa. Critical
Criminology, 31(3), 725-741. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10612-023-09692-x

Stock, 1. (2019). Chapter Title: Travelling Adventures: Migration as an Existential Quest
Book Title: Time, Migration and Forced Immobility Book Subtitle: Sub-Saharan African
Migrants in Morocco. Bristol University Press.

Storey, H. (2021). The Human Rights Approach to the Refugee Definition: Rising Sun or
Falling Star? International Journal of Refugee Law, 33(3), 379-404.
https://doi.org/10.1093/ijrl/eeab046

215



Szalai, A., & Gobl, G. (2015). Securitizing Migration in Contemporary Hungary.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339335854

Terrio, S. J. (2004). Migration, displacement, and violence: Prosecuting Romanian street
children at the Paris palace of justice. International Migration, 42(5), 5-33.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0020-7985.2004.00300.x

Terron-Caro, T., Cardenas-Rodriguez, R., & Ortega-De-Mora, F. (2022). Discourse,
Immigration and the Spanish Press: Critical Analysis of the Discourse on the Ceuta and
Melilla Border Incident. https://doi.org/10.3390/soc

Teti, A., Xypolia, L., Sarnelli, V., Tsourapas, G., Lomazzi, V., & Abbott, P. (2017).
Political and Social Transformations in Egypt. SSRN Electronic Journal.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2948593

The Arab Republic of Egypt The National Coordinating Committee for Combating and
Preventing Illegal Migration and Trafficking in Persons NCCPIM&TIP The National
Strategy for Combating and Preventing Illlegal Migration. (2016).

Thompson, J. (2008). A history of Egypt: from earliest times to the present. American Univ
in Cairo Press.

Thorbjernsrud, K., & Ustad Figenschou, T. (2016). Do marginalized sources matter?: A
comparative analysis of irregular migrant voice in Western media. Journalism Studies,
17(3), 337-355. https://doi.org/10.1080/1461670X.2014.987549

Torkington, K., & Ribeiro, F. P. (2019). ‘What are these people: migrants, immigrants,
refugees?’: Migration-related terminology and representations in Portuguese digital press
headlines. Discourse, Context and Media, 27, 22-31.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dem.2018.03.002

Tsourapas, G. (2020). The EU-Egypt Partnership Priorities and the Egyptian Migration
State. MAGYC.

Tuckett, A. G. (2004). Qualitative research sampling: the very real complexities. In Nurse
researcher (Vol. 12, Issue 1, pp. 47-61). https://doi.org/10.7748/nr2004.07.12.1.47.¢5930

UNHCR. (2016). Mid-year trends 2016. UNHCR Global Trends.

UNHCR (2020b). Global Trends: Forced displacement in 2019. Copenhagen. Retrieved
December 16, 2020, from https://www.unhcr.org/5ee200e37.pdf

Union Agency for Asylum, E. (2022). Migration Drivers Report: Egypt as a Country of
Origin.

Universal Decleration Of Human Rights. (2015).

Ustiibici, A. (2018). Chapter Title: The production of migrant illegality International and
domestic dynamics in a comparison Book Title: The Governance of International
Migration. https://www.]stor.org/stable/j.ctv233pd2.6

216



Valente, A., Tudisca, V., Pelliccia, A., Cerbara, L., & Caruso, M. G. (2021). Comparing
Liberal and Conservative Newspapers: Diverging Narratives in Representing Migrants?

Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2021.1985200

van Eeuwijk, P., & Angehrn, Z. (2017). How to... Conduct a Focus Group Discussion
(FGD) Methodological Manual.

Verdoodt, A. (1966). The Significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: The
record so far and future prospects. International Review of the Red Cross (1961-
1997), 6(63), 287-296.

Vincze, H. O., Meza, R., & Balaban, D. C. (2021). Frame Variation in the News Coverage
of the Refugee Crisis: The Romanian Perspective. East European Politics and Societies,
35(1), 113-135. https://doi.org/10.1177/0888325419890665

Von Nordheim, G., Miiller, H., & Scheppe, M. (2019). Young, free and biased: A
comparison of mainstream and right-wing media coverage of the 2015—16 refugee crisis in

German newspapers. Journal of Alternative and Community Media, 4(1), 38-56.
https://doi.org/10.1386/joacm_00042 1

Watson, M., Peacock, S., & Jones, D. (2006). The analysis of interaction in online focus
groups. International Journal of Therapy and Rehabilitation, 13(12), 551-557.
https://doi.org/10.12968/ijtr.2006.13.12.22471

White, A. (2015). Moving stories: International review of how media cover migration.
Ethical Journalism Network. Retrieved June 26, 2018, from
https://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/assets/docs/054/198/8feb836-108e6¢6.pdf

White, M. D., & Marsh, E. E.(2006) Content Analysis: A Flexible Methodology. Library
Trends, 55(1), 22-45. https://doi.org/10.1353/1ib.2006.0053

Wimmer, R. D., & Dominick, J. R. (2011). Content Analysis. In Mass Media Research: An
Introduction. 11th ed. (pp.159-190). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Winter, O., & Shiloah, A. (2019). Egypt’s Identity during the el-Sisi Era: Profile of the
“New Egyptian”. Strategic Assessment, 21(4), 65-78.

Wisniowski, A., Bijak, J., Kupiszewski, M., & Kupiszewska, D. (2012). 9. An uncertain
future of immigration in Europe. In European Immigrations (pp. 211-232). Amsterdam
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9789048517275-010

Yefet, B. (2024). Egypt after the 2011 uprising: the implications of transitional justice in a
non-liberal transition. Journal of North African Studies, 29(2), 332-358.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13629387.2023.2208038

Young, M. E. D. T., Sarnoff, H., Lang, D., & Ramirez, A. S. (2022). Coverage and

Framing of Immigration Policy in US Newspapers. Milbank Quarterly, 100(1), 78-101.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0009.12547

217



Yuzva, L., & Tashchenko, A. (2021). “Who contributes more?” How Ukrainian media
construed migrants’ life strategies vs. what the Ukrainian public wanted to know.
Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, 8(1). https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-
021-00978-5

Zapata-Barrero, R., & Awad, L. (2024). IMISCOE Research Series Migrations in the
Mediterranean IMISCOE Regional Reader.

Zappe, A. C. (2021). MODULE 10 Professional Migration Coverage: Best Practices and
Ethical Dimensions. Migrants Refugees, 223.

Zebakh, S., Rhouma, A., Dentressangle, F., Héral, M., Mohammed, S., & Jacquet, F.
(2023). To What Extent the ARIMNet Transnational Programme Has Contributed to the
Implementation of the Euro-Mediterranean Research and Innovation Area? Journal of the
Knowledge Economy. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13132-023-01190-3

Zillmann, D., & Brosius, H.-B. (2010). Exemplification in communication: The influence
of case reports on the perception of issues. New York, Abingdon: Routledge.

Zincone, & Borkert, Maren & Penninx, R.. (2011). Migration Policymaking in Europe:
The Dynamics of Actors and Contexts in Past and Present.

218



Appendix (1) In-depth Interviews Protocol

Introduction:
My name is Akram Elfadly, and I am a doctoral student at the Faculty of Communication
Sciences, Department of Journalism and Communication Sciences of the Autonomous
University of Barcelona
Purpose of the Study:
This research focuses on the coverage of immigration issues in Egyptian and European
newspapers. [ aim to understand how these issues are framed, the challenges journalists face,
and potential areas for improvement. Specifically, I am investigating the language and media
frames used and the perception of immigrants and refugees in Egyptian newspapers and
European newspapers.
Research Questions
1- How do the Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues?
2- How do the European newspapers cover immigration issues?
3- What are possible suggestions to improve the coverage of Immigration issues in Egyptian
newspapers?
Specific Significant Issues Will be Discussed Through the Interviews, Mainly
Including:
- Media frame and language used when covering immigration issues in Egyptian
newspapers.
- The Egyptian press’s perception of immigrants.
- Causes of the insufficiency of news articles in the Egyptian press featuring the
perspectives of immigrants.
- The challenges facing Egyptian journalists in communicating with migrants and
hearing their stories.
- Newspaper ownership's impact on the media framework selected to cover
immigration-related topics.
- The role of the press in raising awareness of immigration issues.
- The impact of the strategic partnership agreement between the European Union and
Egypt 2024-2027 on coverage of migration issues.

- Suggestions for Egyptian immigration policy.

219



- Recommendations for improving the way Egyptian media covers immigration-

related topics.

Appendix (2) Coding Scheme

Case number Name Variables Definition
(1) Migrants as Threats A negative attuites that affects the audiences’
perception of the migrants and leads to fear of them.
1 Perception of (2) Migrants as Victims Sympathize with immigrants and try to find
Migrants solutions to their crisis.
(3) Migrants' Integration An attempt to help and reconcile migrants and their
families.
(1)Egypt  (2) Germany
Immigration (3) Spain  (4) Hungary Immigration policies pursued by the state.
2 Policies (5) EU (6) Turkey
(1) Inclusion of migrant voices | -Sharing migrant’s voices
with dignity
3 Migrant’s Voices (2) Exclusion of migrant voices - Ignoring migrants voices
(3) Inclusion of NGOs or other - Countries and Organizations offering Aid for
networks that work for migrants | migrants
(1) To enforce border control -Prevent the entry of migrants at the border
Newspapers  and | (2) To foreground assimilation -Welcoming the migrants
4 national of migrants -Integration the migrants
immigration (3) To foreground -New proposed Immigration policies
policies. multiculturalism
(4) New Integration policies
(1) Human Rights Approach -Showing the suffering of migrants at the border
(2) Economy Approach -Economic problems caused by Immigration
5 Type of coverage (3) Legal Approach -Legal rules used to prevent the reception of
(4) Human Tragedy Approach immigrants
-The tragedy of migrants at the border
6 Photo included (0) No Pictures published with the news
(1) Yes
7 Aylan’s Photo (0) No The impact of publishing Aylan’s photo on
(1) Yes immigration policies
(1) Al-Ahram
(2) Al-Masry Al-Youm
8 Newspaper Source | (3) Al-Wafd Newspaper Name
(4) El Pais
(5) Euronews
(1) March  (2) April
9 Months of the news | (3) may (4) June Time period of the study
issued (5) July (6) August
(7) September
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Appendix (3) Coding Sheets
Description of Content Analysis of the Study Samples
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Case Case Code The Migrant Aylan Migrants
Number perception receiving Kurdi Voices
of Migrants country
Migrants as Migrants Dehumanizatio Migrants' Inclusion of | Exclusion of Inclusion of
Threats as n Metaphors Integration migrant migrant NGOs or other
Victims voices voices networks that
work to assist
migrants
1 (AH) 20/3/2015 o EU .
2 (AH) 21/4/2015 . . Libya .
3 (AH) 23/4/2015 o Libya .
4 (AH) 29/4/2015 o Egypt .
5 (AH) 24/4/2015 o Egypt .
6 (AH) 28/4/2015 o Egypt .
7 (AH) 26/4/2015 . Egypt .
8 (AH) 22/4/2015 . Libya .
9 (AH) 29/4/2015 o USA .
10 (AH) 25/4/2015 . France .
11 (AH) 21/4/2015 o Egypt .
12 (AH) 21/5/2015 o Italy .
13 (AH) 4/5/2015 o Libya .
14 (AH) 12/5/2015 o Libya .
15 (AH) 6/5/2015 (A) . Libya .
16 (AH) 6/5/2015 (B) o Libya .
17 (AH) 22/5/2015 o UK .
18 (AH) 30/8/2015 (A) o Libya .
19 (AH) 30/8/2015 (B) o France .
20 (AH) 29/8/2015 . Austria .
21 (AH) 27/8/2015 o Greece .
22 (AH) 11/8/2015 o Egypt .
23 (AH) 14/9/2015 o Libya .
24 (AH) 7/9/2015 o Egypt .
25 (AH) 9/9/2015 o Libya .
26 (AH) 11/9/2015 o Egypt .
27 (AH) 15/9/2015 . EU .
28 (AH) 30/9/2015 o Egypt .
29 (AH) 10/9/2015 o Egypt .
30 (AH) 4/9/2015 o Turkey . .
31 (AH) 6/9/2015 (A) . EU . .
32 (AH) 6/9/2015 (B) . EU . .
33 (AH) 6/9/2015 (C) . Canada . .
34 (AH) 5/9/2015 o Egypt .
35 (AM) 2/3/2015 . Iraq .
36 (AM) 30/3/2015 . . Egypt .
37 (AM) 13/3/2015 . . Turkey .
38 (AM) 30/3/2015 . . Egypt .
39 (AM) 1/4/2015 . . Egypt .
40 (AM) 16/4/2015 Lebanon .
41 (AM) 8/4/2015 o Germany .
42 (AM) 9/4/2015(A) o Syria .
43 (AM) 20/4/2015 . . Libya .
44 (AM) 13/4/2015 . . Germany .
45 (AM) 14/4/2015 o o Lebanon .
46 (AM) 9/4/2015(B) o EU .
47 (AM) 7/4/2015 . . Germany .
48 (AM) 23/5/2015 . . EU .
49 (AM) 12/5/2015 o UK .
50 (AM) 9/5/2015 . . Turkey .
51 (AM) 7/5/2015 . . Germany .
52 (AM) 28/5/2015 . . EU .
53 (AM) 17/5/2015 o . Austria . .
54 (AM) 20/6/2015 . . EU . .
55 (AM) 16/6/2015 . EU .
56 (AM) 21/6/2015 . . Turkey . .
57 (AM) 28/6/2015 . Germany .
58 (AM) 4/6/2015 . Lebanon . .
59 (AM) 22/6/2015 o Turkey . .
60 (AM) 21/6/2015 . . Austria .
61 (AM) 31/7/2015 . . Lebanon .
62 (AM) 28/7/2015 . . Germany .
63 (AM) 19/7/2015 . . EU .
64 (AM) 21/7/2015 o o Lebanon .
65 (AM) 11/7/2015 o . Jordan . .
66 (AM) 27/7/2015 . Germany .
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67 (AM) 9/7/2015(A) EU
68 (AM) 9/7/2015(B) EU
69 (AM) 7/7/2015 Lebanon
70 (AM) 1/7/2015 Germany
71 (AM) 8/7/2015 Greece
72 (AM) 23/7/2015 Germany
73 (AM) 11/7/2015 Poland
74 (AM) 30/8/2015(A) EU

75 (AM) 29/8/2015 EU
76 (AM) 25/8/2015(A) Germany
77 (AM) 28/8/2015(A) EU
78 (AM) 20/8/2015 Germany
79 (AM) 25/8/2015(B) Germany
80 (AM) 30/8/2015(B) EU

81 (AM) 28/8/2015(B) Germany
82 (AM) 30/8/2015(C) Austria
83 (AM) 26/8/2015(A) Sweden
84 (AM) 27/8/2015(A) Hungary
85 (AM) 27/8/2015(B) Hungary
86 (AM) 22/8/2015 Greece
87 (AM) 28/8/2015(C) Libya
88 (AM) 26/8/2015 Hungary
89 (AM) 28/8/2015(D) Libya
90 (AM) 29/8/2015(A) Germany
91 (AM) 31/8/2015 Greece
92 (AM) 30/8/2015(D) Greece
93 (AM) 25/8/2015(C) Germany
94 (AM) 25/8/2015(D) Germany
95 (AM) 16/8/2015 Greece
96 (AM) 27/8/2015(C) EU

97 (AM) 11/8/2015(A) Hungary
98 (AM) 11/8/2015(B) Germany
99 (AM) 29/8/2015(B) Germany
100 (AM) 6/9/2015(A) Egypt
101 (AM) 22/9/2015(A) EU
102 (AM) 4/9/2015(A) Jordan
103 (AM) 4/9/2015(B) EU
104 (AM) 16/9/2015 EU
105 (AM) 3/9/2015(A) Turkey
106 (AM) 8/9/2015(A) Brazil
107 (AM) 6/9/2015(B) UK
108 (AM) 20/9/2015(A) EU
109 (AM) 2/9/2015 EU
110 (AM) 4/9/2015(C) UK
111 (AM) 7/9/2015(A) UK
112 (AM) 9/9/2015(A) Germany
113 (AM) 6/9/2015(C) Israel
114 (AM) 6/9/2015(D) France
115 (AM) 5/9/2015(A) Austria
116 (AM) 6/9/2015(E) Hungary
117 (AM) 6/9/2015(F) Turkey
118 (AM) 17/9/2015(A) Germany
119 (AM) 18/9/2015(A) EU
120 (AM) 6/9/2015(G) Germany
121 (AM) 3/9/2015(B) EU
122 (AM) 16/9/2015(A) Croatia
123 (AM) 15/9/2015(A) Spain
124 (AM) 6/9/2015(H) Cyprus
125 (AM) 5/9/2015(B) Turkey
126 (AM) 6/9/2015(I) France
127 (AM) 6/9/2015(J) Austria
128 (AM) 5/9/2015(C) EU
129 (AM) 14/9/2015 EU
130 (AM) 4/9/2015(D) EU
131 (AM) 7/9/2015(B) Germany
132 (AM) 15/9/2015(B) EU
133 (AM) 6/9/2015(K) EU
134 (AM) 4/9/2015(E) EU
135 (AM) 22/9/2015(B) Brazil
136 (AM) 8/9/2015(B) EU
137 (AM) 7/9/2015(C) Germany
138 (AM) 6/9/2015(L) Canada
139 (AM) 19/9/2015(A) Saudi A
140 (AM) 9/9/2015(B) Egypt
141 (AM) 13/9/2015(A) Egypt
142 (AM) 4/9/2015(F) Germany
143 (AM) 18/9/2015(B) Hungary
144 (AM) 21/9/2015(A) Hungary
145 (AM) 5/9/2015(D) Hungary
146 (AM) 1/9/2015 Hungary
147 (AM) 25/9/2015 Hungary
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148 (AM) 4/9/2015(G) Hungary
149 (AM) 6/9/2015(M) Canada
150 (AM) 5/9/2015(E) Austria
151 (AM) 5/9/2015(F) Austria
152 (AM) 6/9/2015(N) Germany
153 (AM) 5/9/2015(G) Germany
154 (AM) 3/9/2015(C) Germany
155 (AM) 27/9/2015(A) Hungary
156 (AM) 5/9/2015(H) Hungary
157 (AM) 3/9/2015(D) UK
158 (AM) 21/9/2015(B) Greece
159 (AM) 10/9/2015 Turkey
160 (AM) 20/9/2015(B) Hungary
161 (AM) 7/9/2015(D) EU
162 (AM) 6/9/2015(0) Turkey
163 (AM) 27/9/2015(B) Germany
164 (AM) 8/9/2015(C) EU
165 (AM) 17/9/2015(B) Germany
166 (AM) 17/9/2015(C) EU
167 (AM) 5/9/2015(I) Australia
168 (AM) 6/9/2015(P) Australia
169 (AM) 3/9/2015(E) EU
170 (AM) 8/9/2015(D) Venezuela
171 (AM) 4/9/2015(H) EU
172 (AM) 3/9/2015(F) EU
173 (AM) 3/9/2015(G) UK
174 (AM) 5/9/2015(J) EU
175 (AM) 18/9/2015(C) EU
176 (AM) 13/9/2015(B) Egypt
177 (AM) 5/9/2015(K) Italy
178 (AM) 4/9/2015(I) EU
179 (AM) 6/9/2015(Q) Spain
180 (AM) 4/9/2015(J) EU
181 (AM) 9/9/2015(C) Hungary
182 (AM) 4/9/2015(K) EU
183 (AM) 12/9/2015 Turkey
184 (AM) 6/9/2015(R) France
185 (AM) 3/9/2015(H) Austria
186 (AM) 5/9/2015(L) EU
187 (AM) 3/9/2015(I) Hungary
188 (AM) 7/9/2015(E) Turkey
189 (AM) 19/9/2015(B) Libya
190 (AM) 7/9/2015(F) Greece
191 (AM) 16/9/2015(B) EU
192 (AM) 4/9/2015(L) Turkey
193 (AM) 3/9/2015()) Turkey
194 (AM) 19/9/2015(C) Egypt
195 (AM) 24/9/2015 EU
196 (AM) 13/9/2015(C) EU
197 (AM) 9/9/2015(D) EU
198 (AM) 3/9/2015(K) Hungary
199 (AM) 5/9/2015(M) Germany
200 (AM) 4/9/2015(M) EU
201 (AM) 7/9/2015(G) Germany
202 (AM) 29/9/2015 Egypt
203 (AM) 7/9/2015(H) EU
204 (AM) 6/9/2015(S) Israel
205 (AM) 5/9/2015(N) USA
206 (AM) 2/9/2015 USA
207 (AM) 6/9/2015(T) Turkey
208 (AM)26/9/2015 Turkey
209 (AM) 3/9/2015(L) Turkey
210 (AM) 3/9/2015(M) Austria
211 (AM) 4/9/2015(N) EU
212 (AM) 4/9/2015(0) Turkey
213 (AM) 8/9/2015(E) Egypt
214 (AM) 21/9/2015(C) EU
215 (AM) 5/9/2015(0) Austria
216 (AM) 20/9/2015(C) Austria
217 (AM) 18/9/2015(D) Libya
218 (AW) 10/4/2015 Egypt
219 (AW) 19/4/2015 Italy
220 (AW) 10/6/2015 Libya
221 (AW) 22/7/2015 Greece
222 (AW) 14/8/2015 France
223 (AW) 3/9/2015(A) Turkey
224 (AW) 3/9/2015(B) Turkey
225 (AW) 4/9/2015(A) Turkey
226 (AW) 4/9/2015(B) UK
227 (AW) 4/9/2015(C) EU
228 (AW) 6/9/2015 UK
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229 (AW) 7/9/2015 Denmark
230 (AW) 8/9/2015 EU
231 (AW) 11/9/2015 EU
232 (AW) 17/9/2015 Egypt
233 (AW) 20/9/2015 Greece
234 (AW) 21/9/2015 Egypt
235 (AW) 26/9/2015 Germany
236 (EP) 17/3/2015 (A) Spain
237 (EP) 17/3/2015 (B) Spain
238 (EP) 20/3/2015 Spain
239 (EP) 22/4/2015 Spain
240 (EP) 29//5/2015 Spain
241 (EP) 21/8/2015 Spain
242 (EP) 31/8/2015 Spain
243 (EP) 8/9/2015 Spain
244 (EP) 17/9/2015 Spain
245 (EP) 2/9/2015 Spain
246 (EP) 16/9/2015 (A) Spain
247 (EP) 3/9/2015 (A) Spain
248 (EP) 9/9/2015(A) Spain
249 (EP) 1/9/2015 Spain
250 (EP) 3/9/2015 (B) Spain
251 (EP) 9/9/2015 (B) Spain
252 (EP) 7/9/2015 Spain
253 (EP) 4/9/2015 Spain
254 (EP) 16/9/2015 (B) Spain
255 (EP) 3/9/2015 (C) Spain
256 (EP) 9/9/2015 (C) Spain
257 (EP) 29/9/2015 Spain
258 (EU) 27/3/2015 Sweden
259 (EU) 16/3/2015 Germany
260 (EU) 13/3/2015 Jordan
261 (EU) 13/3/2015 Turkey
262 (EU) 27/4/2015 Lebanon
263 (EU) 24/4/2015 Italy
264 (EU) 21/4/2015 Italy
265 (EU) 18/4/2015 Italy
266 (EU) 17/4/2015 Germany
267 (EU 10/4/2015 France
268 (EU) 9/4/2015 Turkey
269 (EU) 8/4/2015 Syria
270 (EU) 8/4/2015 Syria
271 (EU) 2/4/2015 USA
272 (EU) 27/5/2015 EU
273 (EU) 15/5/2015 Thailand
274 (EU) 12/5/2015 UK
275 (EU) 5/5/2015 Germany
276 (EU) 6/5/2015 Greece
277 (EU) 26/6/2015 EU
278 (EU) 20/6/2015 Turkey
279 (EU) 16/6/2015 Israel
280 (EU)15/6/2015 France
281 (EU) 7/6/2015 Germany
282 (EU) 2/6/2015 Turkey
283 (EU) 30/7/2015 Serbia
284 (EU) 23/7/2015 Iraq
285 (EU) 12/7/2015 Lebanon
286 (EU) 10/7/2015 Turkey
287 (EU) 9/7/2015 EU
288 (EU) 9/7/2015 EU
289 (EU) 7/7/2015 Serbia
290 (EU) 1/7/2015 Lebanon
291 (EU) 31/8/2015 Hungary
292 (EU) 30/8/2015 Netherlan
293 (EU) 28/8/2015 (A) Germany
294 (EU) 28/8/2015 (B) Germany
295 (EU) 28/8/2015 (C) Austria
296 (EU) 27/8/2015 EU
297 (EU) 24/8/2015 (A) Greece
298 (EU) 24/8/2015 (B) Serbia
299 (EU) 23/8/2015 Greece
300 (EU) 20/8/2015 France
301 (EU) 19/8/2015 (A) Greece
302 (EU) 19/8/2015 (B) Turkey
303 (EU) 17/8/2015 EU
304 (EU) 16/8/2015 (A) Greece
305 (EU) 16/8/2015 (B) Greece
306 (EU) 13/8/2015 Greece
307 (EU) 11/8/2015 (A) Greece
308 (EU) 11/8/2015 (B) EU
309 (EU) 11/8/2015 (C) Turkey
310 (EU) 10/8/2015 Canada
311 (EU) 7/8/2015 (A) EU
312 (EU) 7/8/2015 (B) Turkey
313 (EU) 5/8/2015 Hungary
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314 (EU) 3/8/2015 (A) UK
315 (EU) 3/8/2015 (B) France
316 (EU) 30/9/2015 (A) Italy
317 (EU) 30/9/2015 (B) EU
318 (EU) 30/9/2015 (C) Germany
319 (EU) 27/9/2015 Turkey
320 (EU) 26/9/2015 Germany
321 (EU) 24/9/2015 (A) EU
322 (EU) 24/9/2015 (B) EU
323 (EU) 23/9/2015 (A) EU
324 (EU) 23/9/2015 (B) Hungary
325 (EU) 22/9/2015 UK
326 (EU) 21/9/2015 (A) Hungary
327 (EU) 21/9/2015 (B) Lebanon
328 (EU) 21/9/2015 (C) EU
329 (EU) 21/9/2015 (D) Austria
330 (EU) 20/9/2015 (A) Canada
331 (EU) 20/9/2015 (B) Turkey
332 (EU) 18/9/2015 (A) EU
333 (EU) /9/2015 (B) Turkey
334 (EU) 17/9/2015 USA
335 (EU) 16/9/2015 (A) Greece
336 (EU) 16/9/2015 (B) EU
337 (EU) 15/9/2015 (A) USA
338 (EU) 15/9/2015 (B) EU
339 (EU) 15/9/2015 (C) Hungary
340 (EU) 15/9/2015 (D) UK
341 (EU) 15/9/2015 (E) Greece
342 (EU) 15/9/2015 (F) Turkey
343 (EU) 15/9/2015 (G) Greece
344 (EU) 15/9/2015 (H) France
345 (EU) 14/9/2015 (A) EU
346 (EU) 14/9/2015 (B) Lebanon
347 (EU) 14/9/2015 (C) Norway
348 (EU) 13/9/2015 Germany
349 (EU) 12/9/2015 (A) Canada
350 (EU) 12/9/2015 (B) Turkey
351 (EU) 11/9/2015 (A) Greece
352 (EU) 11/9/2015 (B) USA
353 (EU) 11/9/2015 (C) Turkey
354 (EU) 11/9/2015 (D) Turkey
355 (EU) 10/9/2015 (A) USA
356 (EU) 10/9/2015 (B) USA
357 (EU) 9/9/2015 EU
358 (EU) 8/9/2015 (A) Denmark
359 (EU) 5/9/2015 EU
360 (EU) 4/9/2015 (A) EU
361 (EU) 4/9/2015 (B) UK
362 (EU) 4/9/2015 (C) EU
363 (EU) 4/9/2015 (D) EU
364 (EU) 4/9/2015 (E) Hungary
365 (EU) 4/9/2015 (F) Turkey
366 (EU) 3/9/2015 (A) EU
367 (EU) 3/9/2015 (B) EU
368 (EU) 3/9/2015 (C) Turkey
369 (EU) 3/9/2015 (D) Turkey
370 (EU) 2/9/2015 (A) EU
371 (EU) 2/9/2015 (B) El Gabon
372 (EU) 2/9/2015 (C) Germany
373 (EU) 1/9/2015 (A) EU
374 (EU) 1/9/2015 (B) Hungary
375 (EU) 8/9/2015 (B) EU
376 (EU) 8/9/2015 (C) Hungary
377 (EU) 7/9/2015 (A) EU
378 (EU) 7/9/2015 (B) Germany
379 (EU) 7/9/2015 (C) Greece
380 (EU) 7/9/2015 (D) Hungary
381 (EU) 6/9/2015 Australia
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Case Case Code Practices in Type of
Number border Coverage
control and
national
migration
policies
To enforce To To foreground New Human Econoy Legal / Human Included Photo
border foreground multiculturalism Integration Rights Approah Security Tragedy
control assimilation policies Approach Approach Approah
of migrants
1 (AH) 20/3/2015 . . .
2 (AH) 21/4/2015 o . . . o o
3 (AH) 23/4/2015 o . .
4 (AH) 29/4/2015 o o
5 (AH) 24/4/2015 . . .
6 (AH) 28/4/2015 o . o .
7 (AH) 26/4/2015 o . .
8 (AH) 22/4/2015 o . o
9 (AH) 29/4/2015 o . .
10 (AH) 25/4/2015 o . .
11 (AH) 21/4/2015 o . o .
12 (AH) 21/5/2015 o . . o .
13 (AH) 4/5/2015 o o
14 (AH) 12/5/2015 o . o
15 (AH) 6/5/2015 (A) o . .
16 (AH) 6/5/2015 (B) o . .
17 (AH) 22/5/2015 o o
18 (AH) 30/8/2015(A) o . . o .
19 (AH) 30/8/2015 (B) o . . .
20 (AH) 29/8/2015 o . . o o
21 (AH) 27/8/2015 o . .
22 (AH) 11/8/2015 o . .
23 (AH) 14/9/2015 o . .
24 (AH) 7/9/2015 o . .
25 (AH) 9/9/2015 o . .
26 (AH) 11/9/2015 o . .
27 (AH) 15/9/2015 o . . .
28 (AH) 30/9/2015 o . .
29 (AH) 10/9/2015 o . .
30 (AH) 4/9/2015 o . . o .
31 (AH) 6/9/2015 (A) o . . o .
32 (AH) 6/9/2015 (B) o . . o .
33 (AH) 6/9/2015 (C) o . . . o .
34 (AH) 5/9/2015 . . . .
35 (AM) 2/3/2015 . . .
36 (AM) 30/3/2015 o . . . . .
37 (AM) 13/3/2015 o . . . o .
38 (AM) 30/3/2015 o . . . .
39 (AM) 1/4/2015 . . . . .
40 (AM) 16/4/2015 o . . . .
41 (AM) 8/4/2015 o . .
42 (AM) 9/4/2015(A) o . o .
43 (AM) 20/4/2015 o . o .
44 (AM) 13/4/2015 o . o .
45 (AM) 14/4/2015 . . . .
46 (AM) 9/4/2015(B) o . . o .
47 (AM) 7/4/2015 . . . . .
48 (AM) 23/5/2015 o . .
49 (AM) 12/5/2015 o . o
50 (AM) 9/5/2015 o . . o .
51 (AM) 7/5/2015 . . . . .
52 (AM) 28/5/2015 o . . .
53 (AM) 17/5/2015 o . . .
54 (AM) 20/6/2015 o . . . o .
55 (AM) 16/6/2015 o . o
56 (AM) 21/6/2015 o . . o .
57 (AM) 28/6/2015 o . . .
58 (AM) 4/6/2015 o . .
59 (AM) 22/6/2015 o . . .

227




60 (AM) 21/6/2015
61 (AM) 31/7/2015

62 (AM) 28/7/2015

63 (AM) 19/72015

64 (AM) 21/72015

65 (AM) 11/7/2015

66 (AM) 27/7/2015

67 (AM) 9/7/2015(A)
68 (AM) 9/7/2015(B)
69 (AM) 7/7/2015

70 (AM) 1/7/2015

71 (AM) 8/7/2015

72 (AM) 23/7/2015

73 (AM) 11/7/2015

74 (AM)30/8/2015(A)
75 (AM) 29/8/2015

76 (AM) 25/8/2015(A)
77 (AM) 28/8/2015(A)
78 (AM) 20/8/2015

79 (AM) 25/8/2015(B)
30 (AM) 30/8/2015(B)
31 (AM) 28/8/2015(B)
32 (AM) 30/8/2015(C)
33 (AM) 26/8/2015(A)
84 (AM) 27/8/2015(A)
85 (AM) 27/8/2015(B)
36 (AM) 22/8/2015

37 (AM) 28/8/2015(C)
38 (AM) 26/8/2015

89 (AM) 28/8/2015(D)
90 (AM) 29/8/2015(A)
91 (AM) 31/8/2015

92 (AM) 30/8/2015(D)
93 (AM) 25/8/2015(C)
94 (AM) 25/8/2015(D)
95 (AM) 16/8/2015

9 (AM) 27/8/2015(C)
97 (AM) 11/8/2015(A)
93 (AM) 11/8/2015(B)
99 (AM) 29/8/2015(B)
100 (AM) 6/9/2015(A)
101 (AM) 22/9/2015(A)
102 (AM) 4/9/2015(A)
103 (AM) 4/9/2015(B)
104 (AM) 16/9/2015
105 (AM) 3/9/2015(A)
106 (AM) 8/9/2015(A)
107 (AM) 6/9/2015(B)
108 (AM) 20/9/2015(A)
109 (AM) 2/9/2015

110 (AM) 4/9/2015(C)
111 (AM) 7/9/2015(A)
112 (AM) 9/9/2015(A)
113 (AM) 6/9/2015(C)
114 (AM) 6/9/2015(D)
115 (AM) 5/9/2015(A)
116 (AM) 6/9/2015(E)
117 (AM) 6/9/2015(F)
118 (AM) 17/9/2015(A)
119 (AM) 18/9/2015(A)
120 (AM) 6/9/2015(G)
121 (AM) 3/9/2015(B)
122 (AM) 16/9/2015(A)
123 (AM) 15/9/2015(A)
124 (AM) 6/9/2015(H)
125 (AM) 5/9/2015(B)
126 (AM) 6/9/2015(T)
127 (AM) 6/9/2015(7)
128 (AM) 5/9/2015(C)
129 (AM) 14/9/2015
130 (AM) 4/9/2015(D)
131 (AM) 7/9/2015(B)
132 (AM) 15/9/2015(B)
133 (AM) 6/9/2015(K)
134 (AM) 4/9/2015(E)
135 (AM) 22/9/2015(B)
136 (AM) 8/9/2015(B)
137 (AM) 7/9/2015(C)
138 (AM) 6/9/2015(L)
139 (AM) 19/9/2015(A)
140 (AM) 9/9/2015(B)
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141

(AM) 13/9/2015(A)

142

(AM) 4/9/2015(F)

143

(AM) 18/9/2015(B)

144

(AM) 21/9/2015(A)

145

(AM) 5/9/2015(D)

146

(AM) 1/9/2015

147

(AM) 25/9/2015

148

(AM) 4/9/2015(G)

149

(AM) 6/9/2015(M)

150

(AM) 5/9/2015(E)

151

(AM) 5/9/2015(F)

152

(AM) 6/9/2015(N)

153

(AM) 5/9/2015(G)

154

(AM) 3/9/2015(C)

155

(AM) 27/9/2015(A)

156

(AM) 5/9/2015(H)

157

(AM) 3/9/2015(D)

158

(AM) 21/9/2015(B)

159

(AM) 10/9/2015

160

(AM) 20/9/2015(B)

161

(AM) 7/9/2015(D)

162

(AM) 6/9/2015(0)

163

(AM) 27/9/2015(B)

164

(AM) 8/9/2015(C)

165

(AM) 17/9/2015(B)

166

(AM) 17/9/2015(C)

167

(AM) 5/9/2015(1)

168

(AM) 6/9/2015(P)

169

(AM) 3/9/2015(E)

170

(AM) 8/9/2015(D)

171

(AM) 4/9/2015(H)

172

(AM) 3/9/2015(F)

173

(AM) 3/9/2015(G)

174

(AM) 5/9/2015(J)

175

(AM) 18/9/2015(C)

176

(AM) 13/9/2015(B)

177

(AM) 5/9/2015(K)

178

(AM) 4/9/2015(1)

179

(AM) 6/9/2015(Q)

180

(AM) 4/9/2015(J)

181

(AM) 9/9/2015(C)

182

(AM) 4/9/2015(K)

183

(AM) 12/9/2015

184

(AM) 6/9/2015(R)

185

(AM) 3/9/2015(H)

186

(AM) 5/9/2015(L)

187

(AM) 3/9/2015(1)

188

(AM) 7/9/2015(E)

189

(AM) 19/9/2015(B)

190

(AM) 7/9/2015(F)

191

(AM) 16/9/2015(B)

192

(AM) 4/9/2015(L)

193

(AM) 3/9/2015(J)

194

(AM) 19/9/2015(C)

195

(AM) 24/9/2015

196

(AM) 13/9/2015(C)

197

(AM) 9/9/2015(D)

198

(AM) 3/9/2015(K)

199

(AM) 5/9/2015(M)

200

(AM) 4/9/2015(M)

201

(AM) 7/9/2015(G)

202

(AM) 29/9/2015

203

(AM) 7/9/2015(H)

204

(AM) 6/9/2015(S)

205

(AM) 5/9/2015(N)

206

(AM) 2/9/2015

(AM) 6/9/2015(T)

208

(AM)26/9/2015

209

(AM) 3/9/2015(L)

210

(AM) 3/9/2015(M)

211

(AM) 4/9/2015

212

(AM) 4/9/2015

213

(AM) 8/9/2015(E)

214

(AM) 21/9/2015(C)

215

(AM) 5/9/2015(0)

216

(AM) 20/9/2015(C)

217

(AM) 18/9/2015(D)

218

(AW) 10/4/2015

219

(AW) 19/4/2015

220

(AW) 10/6/2015

221

(AW) 22/7/2015
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222

(AW) 14/8/2015

223 (AW) 3/9/2015(A)
224 (AW) 3/9/2015(B)
225 (AW) 4/9/2015(A)
226 (AW) 4/9/2015(B)
227 (AW) 4/9/2015(C)
228 (AW) 6/9/2015

229 (AW) 7/9/2015

230 (AW) 8/9/2015

231 (AW) 11/9/2015
232 (AW) 17/9/2015
233 (AW) 20/9/2015
234 (AW) 21/9/2015
235 (AW) 26/9/2015
236 (EP) 17/3/2015 (A)
237 (EP) 17/3/2015 (B)
238 (EP) 20/3/2015
239 (EP) 22/4/2015
240 (EP) 29//5/2015
241 (EP) 21/8/2015
242 (EP) 31/8/2015

243 (EP) 8/9/2015

244 (EP) 17/9/2015
245 (EP) 2/9/2015

246 (EP) 16/9/2015 (A)
247 (EP) 3/9/2015 (A)
248 (EP) 9/9/2015 (A)
249 (EP) 1/9/2015

250 (EP) 3/9/2015 (B)
251 (EP) 9/9/2015 (B)
252 (EP) 7/9/2015

253 (EP) 4/9/2015

254 (EP) 16/9/2015 (B)
255 (EP) 3/9/2015 (C)
256 (EP) 9/9/2015 (C)
257 (EP) 29/9/2015
258 (EU) 27/3/2015
259 (EU) 16/3/2015
260 (EU) 13/3/2015
261 (EU) 13/3/2015
262 (EU) 27/4/2015
263 (EU) 24/4/2015
264 (EU) 21/4/2015
265 (EU) 18/4/2015
266 (EU) 17/4/2015
267 (EU 10/4/2015

268 (EU) 9/4/2015

269 (EU) 8/4/2015

270 (EU) 8/4/2015

271 (EU) 2/4/2015

272 (EU) 27/5/2015
273 (EU) 15/5/2015
274 (EU) 12/5/2015
275 (EU) 5/5/2015

276 (EU) 6/5/2015

277 (EU) 26/6/2015
278 (EU) 20/6/2015
279 (EU) 16/6/2015
280 (EU)15/6/2015

281 (EU) 7/6/2015

282 (EU) 2/6/2015

283 (EU) 30/7/2015
284 (EU) 23/7/2015
285 (EU) 12/7/2015
286 (EU) 10/7/2015
287 (EU) 9/7/2015

288 (EU) 9/7/2015

289 (EU) 7/7/2015

290 (EU) 1/7/2015

291 (EU) 31/8/2015
292 (EU) 30/8/2015
293 (EU) 28/8/2015 (A)
294 (EU) 28/8/2015 (B)
295 (EU) 28/8/2015 (C)
296 (EU) 27/8/2015
297 (EU) 24/8/2015 (A)
298 (EU) 24/8/2015 (B)
299 (EU) 23/8/2015
300 (EU) 20/8/2015
301 (EU) 19/8/2015 (A)
302 (EU) 19/8/2015 (B)
303 (EU) 17/8/2015
304 (EU) 16/8/2015 (A)
305 (EU) 16/8/2015 (B)
306 (EU) 13/8/2015
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307

(EU) 11/8/2015 (A)

308 (EU) 11/8/2015 (B)
309 (EU) 11/8/2015 (C)
310 (EU) 10/8/2015

311 (EU) 7/8/2015 (A)
312 (EU) 7/8/2015 (B)
313 (EU) 5/8/2015

314 (EU) 3/8/2015 (A)
315 (EU) 3/8/2015 (B)
316 (EU) 30/9/2015 (A)
317 (EU) 30/9/2015 (B)
318 (EU) 30/9/2015 (C)
319 (EU) 27/9/2015
320 (EU) 26/9/2015

321 (EU) 24/9/2015 (A)
322 (EU) 24/9/2015 (B)
323 (EU) 23/9/2015 (A)
324 (EU) 23/9/2015 (B)
325 (EU) 22/9/2015
326 (EU) 21/9/2015 (A)
327 (EU) 21/9/2015 (B)
328 (EU) 21/9/2015 (C)
329 (EU) 21/9/2015 (D)
330 (EU) 20/9/2015 (A)
331 (EU)20/9/2015 (B)
332 (EU) 18/9/2015 (A)
333 (EU) /9/2015 (B)
334 (EU) 17/9/2015
335 (EU) 16/9/2015 (A)
336 (EU) 16/9/2015 (B)
337 (EU) 15/9/2015 (A)
338 (EU) 15/9/2015 (B)
339 (EU) 15/9/2015 (C)
340 (EU) 15/9/2015 (D)
341 (EU) 15/9/2015 (E)
342 (EU) 15/9/2015 (F)
343 (EU) 15/9/2015 (G)
344 (EU) 15/9/2015 (H)
345 (EU) 14/9/2015 (A)
346 (EU) 14/9/2015 (B)
347 (EU) 14/9/2015 (C)
348 (EU) 13/9/2015
349 (EU) 12/9/2015 (A)
350 (EU) 12/9/2015 (B)
351 (EU) 11/9/2015 (A)
352 (EU) 11/9/2015 (B)
353 (EU) 11/9/2015 (C)
354 (EU) 11/9/2015 (D)
355 (EU) 10/9/2015 (A)
356 (EU) 10/9/2015 (B)
357 (EU) 9/9/2015
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Appendix (4) Focus Group Discussions Protocol

Introduction
My name is Akram Elfadly, and I am a doctoral student at the Faculty of Communication
Sciences, Department of Journalism and Communication Sciences of the Autonomous

University of Barcelona

Purpose of the Study

This research focuses on the coverage of immigration issues in Egyptian and European
newspapers. [ aim to understand how these issues are framed, the challenges journalists face,
and potential areas for improvement. Specifically, I am investigating the language and media
frames used and the perception of immigrants and refugees in Egyptian newspapers and

European newspapers.

Research Questions

1- How do the Egyptian newspapers cover immigration issues?

2- How do the European newspapers cover immigration issues?

3- What are possible suggestions to improve the coverage of Immigration issues in Egyptian

newspapers?

Specific Significant Issues Will be Discussed Through the Focus Group

Discussions, Mainly Including:

1- The portrayal of migrants and refugees in Egyptian and European newspapers.
2- Type of newspapers’ coverage of immigration issues.

3- Migrants’ voices in the newspapers.

4- The role of newspapers in shaping public attitudes towards migrants and refugees
5- The role of media in integrating migrants and refugees into host societies.

6- The essential issues that newspapers should focus on when reporting immigration

news.
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Appendix (5)
Informed consent form (over-18s)

Title of the Research Project

Coverage of Immigration Issues in Egyptian Newspapers.

Purpose of the Research
The purpose of this research is to identify how Egyptian Newspapers cover immigration

issues, with the aim of improving the coverage of Immigration in Egyptian newspapers.

What Participation in the Study Involves:

First, I will ask you for some basic information about Immigration issues in Egyptian and
European newspapers, such as how immigrants were portrayed during the immigration crisis
in 2015. I will also ask you to identify if the migrant’s voices are presented in the news

stories. Finally, I will ask you to identify suggestions to improve the newspaper’s coverage.

Duration

The interview takes 40 minutes.

Risks and Benefits

Your participation involves no risks of any kind.

Compensation

In this case, no compensation is envisaged for taking part.

Confidentiality

If you decide to take part, your identity will remain confidential and only members of the
research team will have access to the project data. Pseudonyms will always be used if case
studies need to be presented.

This informed consent form will be kept in a safe place by the principal investigators and

will be destroyed five years after the end of the project. When the project is over and all data
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have been analysed, the whole database will be anonymised and made available to other
interested researchers.
Voluntary participation: Participation in this study is completely voluntary. There is no

penalty for opting not to take part.

Right to Withdraw From the Study

You can withdraw from the study at any time without giving explanations and with no
negative consequences: just by letting us know through any communication channel. As well
as this, you can exercise your rights under the European General Data Protection Regulation
by making a request to Professora Cristina Pulido, Cristina.Pulido@uab.cat, enclosing a
photocopy of your ID document. Request forms for this purpose are available on the website
of  the UAB Data Protection Office(https://www.uab.cat/web/coneix-la-
uab/itineraris/proteccio-de-dades/drets-de-les-persones-interessades-1345764799916.html).
You may also file a claim before the Catalan Data Protection Authority
(https://apdcat.gencat.cat/ca/contacte),or contact the UAB data protection officer

(proteccio.dades(@uab.cat). In all cases, you will receive a written response within the legal

time limit, stating what action has been taken.

Subsequent publication/re-use/other processing of the basic data and conservation period.
Research data will be made available in anonymised form to other researchers after 5 years
from the end of the project. Personal identifiers will be securely kept confidential until

DATE/securely kept confidential until the objectives of the research project are achieved).

Recordings and Use of Contributions Made

-I agree to the interview being recorded (audio/video) for research purposes.

-1 consent to my contributions being quoted literally with no mention of my name and to
audio or video recordings of my statements being played back with no mention of my name.
-I consent to the use of my contributions in audio or video recordings for purposes of

scientific dissemination, provided steps are taken to safeguard my privacy.

Contact Person

If you have any queries, you can contact the following:

(Profesora / Cristina Pulido. (Cristina.Pulido@uab.cat).
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Consent

[ have read the information about the research project, and I have had the opportunity to ask
questions, which have been answered to my satisfaction.

] understand that the anonymised information (with no personal identifiers) on this project
will be placed at the disposal of other researchers sometime after the project has ended.

o[ agree to take part, and I have received a copy of this consent form.

Full name of the participant:

Signature

Date:

Full name of the researcher:

Signature

Date:
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