Jellyfish blooms have become, in past decades, a huge issue in leisure
and tourist activities in the Mediterranean coast. Although it's stings aren't T
o analyze the
viability and effectiveness
of FAO's jellyfish
management's proposals.

a health hazard, they are a nuisance and can be responsible for 3% to
10,5% of the decrease in tourism in areas that are not able to deal with

them.

v To determine the real
need, in the Mediterranean
coast, of investment in jellyfish
blooms management
measures.

Because of that, it seems essential to find out an effective management
method to handle the jellyfish blooms and the best way to decrease it’s
impact in the tertiary sector during the summer months.

This study is focused on the most common species: Aurelia aurita,
Rhizostoma pulmo, Pelagia noctiluca and Cotylorhiza tuberculata in the
Spanish Mediterranean coast.
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Figure 1. Number of jellyfish reports
divided by the number of fish reports in
media (Google News) and Web of
Science, per decades (Adaptation of
Condon R et al, 2012).
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3. The lack of long-term data is the major impediment to detect trends in jellyfish k jellyfish blooms only
populations. This results in a wrong frame of reference, which refers only to the immediate as a curative and

past and ignores reports of blooms in the more distant past. -Sm::n tific resgarch, to determine punctual
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4. More scientific research is needed in order to know jellyfish’s temporal and spatial consequences of jellyfish blooms

dynamics and the role of human impacts on that. It's known that overfishing and and if there’s a real increase

eutrophication contribute to the increase of jellyfish populations. Therefore, maybe the best in their populations.

measure is curative, not preventive: minimizing human impacts would lead to the

reestablishment, not only of jellyfish populations, but of the complete ecosystem in long

term. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Boero F (2013) Review of jellyfish blooms in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. Studies and Reviews. General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. No. 92. Rome, FAO 2013

Condon R, Graham W, Duarte C, Pitt K, Lucas C, Haddock S, Sutherland K et al (2012) Questioning the rise of gelatinous zooplankton in the world’s oceans. BioScience vol.62, No.2, 160-169

Purcell JE, Uye S, Lo WT (2007) Anthropogenic causes of jellyfish blooms and their direct consequences for humans: a review. Marine Ecology Progress Series, vol.350: 153-174

Purcell JE, Graham WM and Dumont HJ (2001) Jellyfish blooms: ecological and societal importance. Hydrobiologia, volume 451. Proceedings of the International Conference on Jellyfish Blooms,held in Gulf Shores, Alabama, 12-14 January 2000
Richardson JA, Bakun A, Hays GC, Gibbons MJ (2009) The jellyfish joyride: causes, consequences and management responses to a more gelatinous future. Trends in Ecology and Evolution, vol.1081




