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Feline neonatal isoerythrolysis (FNI) is a haemolytic disease characterized by immune-
mediated destruction of red blood cells. It occurs when kittens with blood group A are born
from a mother with blood group B. Type B queen possess naturally occurring alloantibodies
against type A cells that can be transferred to the kitten via colostrum.
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Pigmenturia, haemoglobinuria, weakness, jaundice,
anaemia, tachypnea, tachycardia, nephropathy,
disseminated intravascular coagulation, pale mucous
membranes, tail tip necrosis and death.
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Even proceeding correctly mortality rate associated
with FNI is high.

When doing a diagnosis of feline neonate mortality, the geographical zone and the breed should be taken into account to
consider FNI as an important differential diagnosis. In countries where there is a high frequency of blood type B it is higher in
nonpedigree cats, probably because these cats, unlike pedigree cats, are not usually bred under control and selection of blood
groups to prevent diseases such as FNI.

In general, FNI is rare, even so, mortality rate is high and little can be done when it appears. For this reason, taking preventive
actions is the major step in managing this disease, and avoiding incompatible matings is the best way to do it. For this reason,
determination of blood types in breeding animals plays a very important role on FNI prevention.
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