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Marihuana legalization
ITS EFFECTS ON CONSUMPTION AND TEENAGERS’ PERCEPTION

INTRODUCTION OBJECTIVES

METHODOLOGY

CONCLUSIONS

Legalization of recreational marihuana is a controversial topic
that is being discussed and seen in the news constantly
nowadays. The measure has its detractors and advocates
which, respectively, criticize and praise it.

Due to the implementation’s recency of the policy in some
countries, its effects and consequences on the society are
still unclear.

The study aims to see if:

▪ Legalization of recreational marihuana implies an increase
in the number of new consumers.

▪ Legalization of recreational marihuana affects the level of
acceptance regarding the use of the substance among
teenagers.

The study uses data from the National Survey on Drugs Use and Health (NSDUH) from 2002 to 2017 in the United States. The dataset is presented on a
biannual basis.

CONSUMPTION

▪ A variable that indicates if a person can be considered a
recent cannabis consumer was created.

▪ Observed the evolution of the variable throughout the
time, paying special attention to the changes after the
legalization.

TEENAGERS’ PERCEPTION

▪ A scoring of six qualitative variables was performed,
creating a new variable that captures the level of
acceptance of the drug among the teenagers.

▪ Difference-in-Difference model was used to see how the
variable was affected by the legalization.

▪ Legalization coincides with the increasing support of the
citizens.

▪ States where recreational marihuana is nowadays
legalized were more prone to consume the substance
even before the legalization. But after the legalization,
these differences become greater.

▪ Therefore, marihuana legalization potentially implies an
increase on the number of new consumers.

▪ Teenagers from the states where recreational marihuana
is nowadays legalized tended to accept more the use of
the substance than teenagers from the rest of the states.

▪ Legalization increased in 0,50% the level of acceptance on
the use of marihuana among teenagers, although the
result is not significant at a confidence level of 95%.

▪ Recent adoption of the legalization may be the cause of
the low significance.
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