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OBJECTIVES
To find out the advantages and disadvantages, success rate and future prospects for each of the current techniques used for the resolution of
idiopathic chylothorax.
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It is a life-threatening condition, in which lymph accumulates
in the pleural cavity. There are multiple causes, nevertheless,
in veterinary medicine idiopathic chylothorax is the most
common presentation and it has been frequently associated
with lymphagiectasia at the mediastinal level.

For its diagnosis it is necessary to rely on clinical signs as well
as imaging techniques and analysis of the liquid obtained by

The cisterna chyli collects the lymph at the abdominal level and gives
rise to the thoracic duct which is the main route of lymphatic return to
the general circulation. The thoracic duct empties between the left
external jugular vein and the left subclavian vein. These are the main
target structures for performing surgery, however, there is a great
individual variation we must take into account before executing some of

the following surgical procedures.
thoracocentesis.
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CHYLOTHORAX THERAPEUTIC OPTIONS
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Thoracic duct ligation (TDL), subtotal pericardiectomy (SP), Omentalization (O), cisterna
chyli ablation (ACQO).

The joint use of thoracic duct ligation with other techniques, such as subtotal
pericardiectomy or cisterna chyli ablation, presents high success rates in both
dogs and cats while, the single use of thoracic duct ligation presents high
reoperation and mortality percentages.
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