DERMATOLOGY OF THE SPHYNX CAT: A REVIEW AND STUDY OF
THE INCIDENCE OF DERMATOLOGIC PROBLEMS IN HCV-UAB
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Figures 1 and 2. Dermatoscopic images from lateral thorax of a cat with normal coat (left) and a sphynx cat (right).

PREDISPOSITION TO SKIN PROBLEMS
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Figure 4. Ulcerative and crusty lesions around the
cervical area. (Courtesy of the Dermatology
Service of HCV, UAB).

Figure 3. Monomorphic form of the disease
includes papules and crusts on the face?.

{ Seborrheic dermatitis associated with Ma/assezia overgrowth J

Figures 5 and 6. Greasy exudate in palmar interdigital web (left) and around the claws (right)s.
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RESULTS
{ Reported dermatologic problems J

v 3 years old - average age of presentation of clinical signs.

v" Allergic dermatitis = 3/10 patients diagnosed with feline atopic skin syndrome.
In others the cause is to be determined. According to literature it cannot be
related with breed predisposition.

v Neoplasms - 1 lipoma, 1 cutaneous mastocytoma (unusual case) and 3
bowenoid /in situ carcinomas.

v' Otic secretion - appears in 13/15 patients in conjunction with the main
dermatologic problem.

v MOG - appears in conjunction with other dermatologic problems, which is why
it cannot be attributed solely to the sphynxes' own tendency to suffer from this
proliferation.
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Figure 8. Incidence of dermatologic problems reported in the sphynx cats included in the study. Allergic dermatitis:
it includes flea allergic dermatitis, feline atopic skin syndrome (FASS) and food allergy; MOG: Malassezia overgrowth.

CONCLUSIONS

v More studies are needed to fully identify the genetic mechanism causing alopecia.

v’ Cats treated in HCV tend to suffer from dermatologic problems at an early age,
corresponding with the ones already described in literature. These also show a
predisposition to suffer from allergic problems.

v It is unknown whether this predisposition is due to a compromised immune
response or the dermal conformation of the sphynxes themselves. More studies
are needed to identify the true causal factor.

v Sphynx are not hypoallergenic cats, but they can cause milder allergic
manifestations.

v Need special care and attention to dermatologic problems.

Avoid solar
exposure
(indoor cats)

RECOMMENDATIONS

Enrich diet with
fatty acids w-3
and w-6

Apply external
use sunscreen

Check
Malassezia
overgrowth
regularly

Wash
frequently (2-3
times/week)

Apply otic cleaner
(1/week)
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