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INTRODUCTION

Renal biomarkers are of great importance in the diagnhosis of kidney dysfunctions in small animal clinical

practice. Currently, traditional biomarkers are still the most widely used parameters to determine the renal function and

the presence of renal damage, but their present limitations have promoted the study of new biomarkers that could help

the early identification of renal diseases.
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Table 1. Description of the most relevant biomarkers of renal function and damage in dogs and cats. Modified from
Hokamp and Nabity (2016). Renal biomarkers in domestic species.

CONCLUSIONS
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diagnosis before the kidney has lost much of its functional mass.
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Figure 1. Nephron estructure. Originator: Les laboratoires Servier.
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» The most used laboratory biomarkers are creatine, and urea measured in serum together, and protein measured in urine.
» SDMA and cystatin C are the newest studied biomarkers, so they are considered increasingly important in the evaluation of

» Study of new renal biomarkers is mandatory to the early detection of renal diseases in small animals, in order to reach a
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