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This Bachelor’s thesis, titled “Responsibility to Protect in 2011: The cases of Côte
d’Ivoire and Libya”, studies the interventions made by the United Nations (UN) in 2011
in both countries.
The said interventions were supported by an array of UN Security Council resolutions,
which cited parts of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) global commitment. The issue
is found in the fact that some scholars considered the actions of the UN to be solely
dedicated to R2P’s third pillar, which states that the international community has the
right to intervene if a state has manifestly failed in protecting its populations from the
four mass atrocity crimes: genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against
humanity. Therefore, this study wants to examine if the interventions in Côte d’Ivoire
and Libya respected R2P’s previous two pillars, or if they only focused on the third,
following Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon’s report “Implementing Responsibility to
Protect” (2009) on the matter. It also wants to learn the opinion of the non-Western
international actors on R2P and see if the 2011 application of the global commitment
was truly a unanimous one. The main hypothesis is that the UN did not pay as much
attention to the first two R2P pillars as it did to the third for both interventions. The
secondary hypotheses are that the opinion of non-Western actors on R2P differed, as
they were not the main advocates for the commitment, and that the 2011 interventions
were not unanimous.

The theoretical perspective chosen is constructivism, as R2P will be considered a norm
in this study, and will be observed according to Martha Finnemore and Kathryn
Sikkink’s norm “life cycle” theory (1998, p. 887-917). In regard to the methods used,
there is no UN-endorsed operationalisation of R2P or intervention guideline, therefore,
an objective tool was used to examine the interventions in Côte d’Ivoire and Libya: two
comprehensive tables by The Budapest Centre for the International Prevention of
Genocide and Mass Atrocities Task Force (2013, p. 51, 53), which focus on the
long-term prevention and direct prevention of mass atrocities by classifying the goals to
be met and tools to be used. A representative sample of Security Council resolutions
was selected. For Côte d’Ivoire, resolutions 1464, 1479, 1528, 1609, 1633, and 1721,
were analysed according to the long-term prevention of mass atrocities table, while
resolutions 1946, 1951, 1967, and 1975, were analysed according to the direct
prevention of mass atrocities table. In Libya’s case, due to the rapid escalation of the
conflict, resolutions 1970 and 1973 were submitted to the second table, analysing the
tools used for the direct prevention of mass atrocities.

The results from the thesis confirm the main hypothesis: the 2011 interventions in Côte
d’Ivoire and Libya did not follow R2P’s original accounts as formulated by the UN and
its agencies. Preventive, diplomatic, and peacebuilding efforts fell short in both
instances. Moreover, relevant state actors were sceptical of R2P during its emergence,
and this lack of confidence in the emerging norm was made evident in 2011, as
consensus and unanimity are not key features of the 2011 R2P application in Côte
d’Ivoire and Libya. As Alex Bellamy and Paul D. Williams point out (2011, p.
825-850), in Côte d’Ivoire’s case, resolution 1975 was passed with unanimity from all
UNSC members, although the confusion came after, with how to interpret the
resolution; in Libya’s case, the vote to pass resolution 1973 was divisive, as it received
five abstentions, although it was finally passed.
Finally, this study has achieved its main objectives, as it was able to objectively analyse
the actions of the UN in both conflicts, by submitting an array of resolutions to each
table, thus ensuring meticulous and impartial results. However, it must be noted that a



UN guide on how to intervene according to R2P and humanitarian standards is still
needed. Moreover, this thesis was also able to highlight the fact that R2P was a
controversial norm from the start, as its ties with the Western liberal peace theory were
too noticeable to other states, who are still unsure on the matter. This lack of consensus
became evident after 2011, and it has been solidified in the last decade, as R2P has
progressively lost traction, leaving humanitarian intervention in a similar scenario as to
when it first appeared.
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