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INTRODUCTION

It is possible to observe a growth of ecological dairy farms in Catalonia, in 2020. The European, national and Catalan legislation is forced to adapt to the
new requirements. Also, this emerging growth invites us to reflect on the current reality. The determining criteria that define these farms and give added
value to the organic product are: more rustic breeds, the housing conditions, reproduction, feeding and healthcare.

Objective: Prospective study of how the Catalan primary sector deals with the main medical problems (mastitis, reproductive issues and lameness)

and their treatments. MATERIAL AND METHODS

Distribution of the 16 ecological
dairy cattle farms in Catalonia

* Research of the current legislation and statistics of the Catalan ecological sector.

* Dissemination of on-line questionnaires.

* Scheduling of visits to 5 ecological and 1 non ecological farms.
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 |Interviews to farmers and veterinarians related to the sector.
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Participation in the questionnaire: Visits: Medical features:
6 ecological and 6 non ecological dairy cow farms. Table 1. Average number of the medical features from the studied farms
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Productive features: Alternative treatments:
Table 2. Average of the productive features from the studied farms. & 4 7 | Only 2/6 ecological farms use alternative treatments

as 1st option:

La Coromina: Homeopathy to treat mastitis and
lameness.
EcoFranch: Phytotherapy to treat mastitis and diarrhea
of calves.
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Interviews to veterinarians who use alternative treatments in their
daily practice:

4,93 2,43
Raquel Servitja: OBSALIM METHOD, 61 cards with all the symptoms of
15,8% 27,5% ruminal instability.
Jordi Tost: Gav-Allfeed, health protocols based on naturopathy,
26m 24,26m including the design and application of various products.
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CONCLUSIONS

 Ecological farms seek to optimize resources, have fewer cows, less milk production, less disease and live longer with more births
DEr Cow.

* The introduction of new technologies is a good opportunity to improve animal welfare and increase the quality of life of farmers.
Investing in prevention is a good ally to reduce the use of chemical synthetic drugs.

* Encourage the education of farmers and the formation of veterinarians who can promote the use of alternative treatments and
advice.



