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7679 visits of 26 species (5748 with geophagy

of 16 species) in 15 mineral licks. Tapirus
terrestris and Mazama americana appeared

in the 70,96% and 10,37% of the videos.

The pH (5,84 ± 0,61) is correlated with the

frequency of visits by both geophagic species

and species that simply walk through the

mineral licks and the visitation frequency of

Tapirus terrestris. 

pH > 5,5 = no free Al = ↑ availability of Na⁺,
Ca⁺, Mg⁺² y K⁺. 

The % of organic C (3,23 ± 2,60%) and %

organic matter (3,23 ± 2,60%) are correlated

with the frequency of visitation by Mazama
americana.

High frequency = ↑ fecal deposit

The % of carbonates (1,12 ± 1,16%) is correlated

with the richness of species visiting the

mineral licks.

Carbonates = ↓ alteration of parent

materials = ↑availability of minerals.

The % of silt (11,46 ± 5,05%) is correlated with

the richness of species visiting the mineral

licks.

Silt = ↑amount of intercangeable bases

Na (3,87 ± 4,76 mg/g) and Cu (22,64 ± 16,67

μg/g) levels are correlated with the frequency

of visitation by Mazama americana. 
↑importance as essential micronutrients.

Se (0,34 ± 0,16 μg/g) levels are correlated with

the number of species making geophagy

and the frequency of visitation by Tapirus
terrestris.

Se sequestration by Cd and Hg = ↓Se

disponibility 

     

 

Mineral licks are particular mineral rich areas in the

Amazon rainforest, where fauna with herbivorous or

frugivorous diets exhibit geophagy. 

Several benefits are hypothesized: supplementation

of dietary minerals and adsorption of dietary toxins

(Molina et al 2014). Nevertheless, it is unknown what

attracts animals to ingest mineral licks.

Imagen from a camera trap of a Tapirus terrestris licking soils.

Describe the physicochemical composition of mineral licks and their attractive

effect on wildlife in the western Peruvian Amazon. 

MATHERIAL AND METHODS
Recording of animals by photo-trapping cameras

and physical and chemical analysis of soils. 

CONCLUSION 
Our preliminar results suggest a multifactorial

effect on the species call effect on mineral licks. 

The high frequency of animal visits suggests the

great ecological importance of mineral licks.


