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INTRODUCTION MATERIALS AND METHODS
In the last decades wolf population in the e A 22 question survey was carried out in the westernmost
Basque Country has increased significantly, regions of the Basque Country between august 2022 and
which has led to more conflict between february 2023.
wolves and humans. This work reviews the e Data of the attacks occurred in 2021 and 2022 was requested to
past and present of the canid in the Basque the local authorities.
Country and contemplates future challenges
for its settlement. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
OBJECTIVES Do you think the urban population is aware You think the current wolf population in the
of the trouble wolves cause to the farmers? Basque Country is...
» Have an idea of the opinion of the wolf local inhabitants have. \donotknow

2.4%
10.83%

e Gather as much information as possible in order to assess key
factors for its future in the territory.

Appropriate
31.3%

Too high
42.2%

HISTORY

XIX: population started to decrease

due to a growth in human rural population and wolf persecution

N
- No Too low

. : 86.7% 26.5%
XX: population disappeared
although two wolves were taken down in the Gibijo mountain range (1958) Do you consider the economic compensation Do you agree with the reintroduction of the
and Balmaseda (1967) given to the farmers to be enough? wolf in the Basque Country?
| Yes 1 do not know

0% ()
u " 14.5%

I do not know

1980s: first attacks since disappearance

and regular presence in western Basque Country

Yes
37.3%

Table 1. Wolfpacks detected in the Basque Country (1987-2017) (1)

» Bizkaia

mAraba/Alava

No

74.7% —

48.2%

e Regardless of their opinion on the debate most people agreed
that farmers need more assistance to get the compensations.

e Unlike in other autonomous communities, wolves do not
attract enough tourism to the area to be an important source
of income for the locals.

CONCLUSIONS

i « Most surveyed people was not completely for or against the
=t ’ wolf in the Basque Country. The debate is deeper and more
i complicated than that and narrowing it to these two points of

2T > 5 300

[ NN view is harmful for everyone.
e T8 V- e This issue involves far more elements than it seems at first, and
-_-*;:_tf_'f;;_ -~1 3 0 the future of the wolf in the Basque Country will depend on
A finding a balance that does not specially benefit or hurt any of
them.
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