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Executive Summary

This exploration "The Effects of Decentralization on EU Climate Laws Implementation"
aims to investigate the impact of decentralization on the implementation of climate
change legislation governed by the European Union (EU) in its member states (MS). The
study is divided into four main parts: a theoretical framework to establish the concepts of
decentralization and the EU implementation process, the methodology used to analyze
the relationship between these variables, the presentation and analysis of the data, and a

conclusion with a review of the study and recommendations.

The method used is Most Similar System Design (MSSD) to analyze the 27 EU member
states, aiming to identify the independent variable responsible for the presence or absence
of the dependent variable. The research focuses on the gap between the policy on paper
and the policy in action, seeking to identify the types of errors made by M'S when applying
EU climate change legislation. It also examines the impact of decentralization on the
duration and procedures of infringement cases related to the implementation of EU

climate laws.

This study examines the implementation of EU climate change legislation across its 27
member states (MS), analyzing the impact of decentralization on compliance and
procedural outcomes. While overall EU law implementation has shown improvement
since 2018, climate change remains a contentious area, primarily due to deficiencies in
transposition. These challenges manifest differently across MS, each characterized by

unique administrative systems and varying levels of decentralization.

The main findings are that decentralization does not universally affect the efficiency of

EU climate law implementation when measured by infringements. The only variable



significantly correlated with decentralization is Population when examining all countries
together, which accounts for approximately 80% of the variation between variables.
However, when categorizing countries by population size, distinct trends emerge that
highlight decentralization's influence on implementation errors. Medium countries, for
instance, experience prolonged procedures and increased administrative infringements
with higher decentralization levels, indicating potential tensions among regional

authorities.

In small countries, delays in transposition lead to extended infringement durations,
exacerbated by regional authority dynamics that complicate multi-level governance.
Conversely, large countries exhibit shorter infringement durations and fewer formal
communications, potentially influenced by the Commission's selective enforcement
practices. Regarding specific action implementation issues, both medium and large
countries show correlations with decentralization. Medium countries experience more
Additional Formal Notices as decentralization increases, suggesting broader infringement
scopes that may not escalate to Reasoned Opinions. Similarly, large countries show fewer
Type 3 infringements and Formal Notices with higher decentralization, implying quicker

resolution of transpositional challenges.

The study highlights the Commission's reliance on external notifications to identify
legislative breaches due to limited internal resources, particularly evident in medium and
large countries with complex administrative structures. It underscores the Commission's
capacity constraints in enforcing legislation effectively and suggests exploring additional
variables such as public expenditure and political ideology to better understand
implementation dynamics. In conclusion, while infringement data provides insights into
implementation challenges, it may not capture the full extent of non-compliance. Future
research should examine MS separately, incorporating broader variables to enhance
understanding of implementation complexities and mitigate limitations in Commission

data collection.
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