DETERMINING THE DIET OF THE EUROPEAN
BISON IN THE SOUTHEM IBERIAN PENINSULA
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OBJETIVE

To analyze the diet of the European bison (Bison bonasus) after a
fire in a dehesa landscape (El Encinarejo estate, Andujar).
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METHODOLOGY

Microhistological analysis of feces
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Consumption of botanical groups y season
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Figure 1. Box plots showing the seasonal variation in the consumption percentage of the different botanical groups and species in
the European bison's diet.

CONCLUSIONS

The European bison (Bison bonasus) demonstrates a Additionally, the predominant role of graminoids in the
notable dietary flexibility and a good adaptability to diet suggests that the bison's intense grazing could serve
Mediterranean vegetation as a regular consumer of woody as an effective tool for wildfire prevention, reducing
species, specifically Quercus ilex and Pistacia lentiscus, herbaceous biomass and preventing the transition to a
showing a strategic browsing capacity by utilizing these crown fire.

resources.
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