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From cow to the zoo: extrapolating positive welfare indicators, 1n

domestic animals, to wild species 1n captivity.

1. Introduction

Animal welfare focuses not only on preventing negative experiences, but also on promoting positive emotional state. While several positive welfare indicators have been studied in domestic
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Fig.1. Heat maps of allogrooming (symmetric matrix) and social play (triangular matrix). Legend: individual 1 =

adult female, individual 2 = intact male, individual 3 = castrated male, individual 4 = castrated male
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Fig.2. Graph of the percentage of synchronized animals
performing the same activity, distributed in bands.
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6. Conclusions

male.

Welfare assessment methods developed for domestic ungulates MAY ALSO BE USEFUL in
captive wild ungulates when adapted to the behavioural and social characteristics of each species

The study highlights the importance of considering social dynamics and species-specific
behaviour when evaluating welfare in zoo animals, as well as the need for further research on
positive welfare in captive wildlife.
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