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Standardisation in the Model Prison of
Barcelona before 1936

This doctoral thesis examines the existence of a series of activities that
sought to sound out the inner side of prisoners of the Model Prison of
Barcelona with the aim of correcting the thinking and behaviour of
inmates. Analysis of the registry of operations carried out on prisoners by
correcting agents such as prison board members, prison doctors and
psychologists, among others, proves the existence of a technology
allowing to explore the psychological thinking of criminals. The success
of the standardisation can be assessed based on ideological vision and
resistance posed by incarcerated anarchists, communists and
transgenders.
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This study examines the standardization process understood as a series of activities that sought
to probe the interior of the prisoner in order to correct the thinking and behavior of the inmate.
This research has been confined to the Model Prison in Barcelona before 1936. 
  
One purpose of the research was to observe this series of activities and enable the observers to
correct or influence the standardizing process. In identifying the observers, the study has
highlighted the role of the prison boards, the prison doctor Joan Soler i Roig, and the Catalan
psychologist Joaquim Fuster (1901-1985). All three explore the morality of the delinquent, albeit
from different points of view.  
  
Other professionals such as Pere Armengol (1837-1896) or Ramon Albó (1872-1955) made it
possible to study and understand the Model prison’s planning and design from a correctionalist
approach. Both its origins and architecture have been understood as a result of this analysis as
have the management of prisoners, daily life and the prison system itself, all of which were
aimed at reducing the rates of crime and of repeat offenders. 

  
Picture 1: Model Prison. Source: Fons Guillem de Plandolit (1872-1932). Photography has been
possible thanks to the restoration and care of Michael Planella and Xavier Planella. 
  
Logs detailing the operations carried out by agents on prisoners was also used to prove the
existence of a psychological technology that made it possible to explore the thinking of the
offender. By examining this psychological technology we were able to analyze the psychological
tests carried out by Fuster that measured the delinquent morality and the  interviews by prisoner
trustees who sought to modify or guide the behavior of prisoners. 

Moreover, the presence of anarchists, communists and transsexuals in the “Model” prison
promoted a series of documentary records that we included in the field of sexual and political
standardization. The ideological vision that these prisoners had and the resistance exerted by
the practice of nudism, criticism against prison management in newspapers or by encouraging
hunger strikes and riots inside, made it possible to assess the response to and the success of
this standardization. 
  
Top left figure: The interior of the Model Prison.
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