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Genealogy of intersexuality in the
postcolonial Colombia

At least one percent of the population is born as intersexual, with a
sexual diversity that does not necessarily match the woman or man
genders. This dicothomy has been a paradox for scientific interpretation
of sex. Researchers from the Center for the History of Science
coordinate a European project to trace a postcolonial genealogy of
intersexuality in the second half of Colombia’s twentieth century.

Historically, intersexuality has been a paradox for scientific, biological and sociological
interpretation of sex. A body that does not correspond to normal parameters imposed by the
medicalization process has been elusively understood by patriarchal and feminist discourses
alike. Despite the importance of the sex/gender dichotomy for second wave feminism, this false
dichotomy needs to be reviewed in light of the new queer and poststructuralist theories. Such an
approach works to deconstruct the traditionalist boundaries constructed between nurture and
nature and to rebuild a new concept of identity that includes our bodies’ sovereignty.

The aim of this proposed project is to trace a postcolonial genealogy of intersexuality in the
second half of Colombia’s twentieth century. Since the late 1950, Colombian medical discourses
about sexuality and gender have been influenced by John Money’s (1921-2006), and Gregorio
Maranon’s (1887-1960) theories. These two endocrinologists have been decisive in the
consolidation of a worldwide concept of gender in the twentieth century. By doing a historic
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assessment of the theories of these two renowned scientists and studying their impact on
Colombian medical discourses, we expect to unveil the network of postcolonial knowledge that
has contributed to building the concepts of sex and gender in the Colombian context, as well as
the historical construction of the medical and juridical concept of intersexuality as a disease.
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Aclual scale. The above are actuaol current medical standards. Challenging these
arbitrary standards, ISMNA works to create a werld free of shame, secrecy, and
unwonted genital plostic surgery for children born with mixed sex anatomy.

Currently, we know that at least one percent of the population is born as intersexual, and
Colombia is one of the first countries where the Constitutional Court has intervened and ruled in
a case of a sex assignation. Today, diverse ways of being have to be defended; the
denaturalization of patriarchal and heteronormative scientific discourses will contribute to the
democratization of science and to greater inclusiveness in relation to gender diversity. This
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project is funding by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme
under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No 703966.
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