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Social Networks and Knowledge
Transmission among Baka Children,
Southeastern Cameroon

The mechanisms of transmission of knowledge are important to
understand societies and different cultures. In this article, the current
mechanisms of transmission of traditional knowledge is analyzed via the
study of children and adolescents of a hunter-gatherer society: the Baka,
from the south-east of Cameroon. The results suggest that there is no
single form of knowledge transmission and a co-learning method among
them, without adult intervention.

Camp of the Baka, Cameroon. Photography by S.Gallois.

Studying the transmission of traditional knowledge helps to understand how cultures evolve.
Which knowledge is maintained? Which one does change or disappear? In the current context of
ecological and social changes, how do cultural knowledge and practices change in societies
whose subsistence depends intimately on the environment? 

In hunter-gatherer societies, knowledge is transmitted without written support. The transmission
of knowledge is done through observation, imitation and oral indications. Thus, the acquisition of
knowledge occurs during activities such as hunting, fishing, gathering plants, or household
maintenance. Changes in this way of life can generate changes in the way knowledge is
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transmitted. 

To understand the current mechanisms of transmission of traditional ecological knowledge, in
this research we work with children and adolescents of a society of hunter-gatherers in the
Congo basin, the Baka of Southeastern Cameroon. Nowadays, the Baka are exposed to many
changes related to the arrival of sedentarization programs, the adoption of agriculture, and the
growing arrival of actors in its territory. 

We collected information on the daily activities of 58 boys and girls between 5 and 16 years of
age. In particular, we study the composition of groups of children during activities in which there
may be transmission of traditional ecological knowledge: hunting, gathering, fishing, and
agriculture. When analyzing the relationships between individuals during the different activities,
we observed that the composition of the groups varied from one activity to another. The diversity
in the composition of the groups suggests that there is no single form of knowledge transmission,
but that different types of knowledge are acquired in different ways and from different people.
Another important finding of this study is that children perform many activities among
themselves, without the intervention of adults, which highlights the central role of children in
children’s learning, an aspect little studied so far. 
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