Gil Orlovitz

thats not your face
it was mine for awhile
give it back

you stole it

Y)oull regret it
lecauie_gotfj stole argglrealdy stolen face
took it from somehody els
and when he demanded |Y %aci | laughed in his _
and told him he had stolen the facé | had taken from him

somebody will steal your stolen face from you

look at it thi . :
somebodyls gotlstowgg the first one to give the face back

no | don't know how far its going to have to go back before it reaches its rightful owner

5?15 g\l/lenI i%n%\,ev H?d”%'ghﬁm?;%i rﬁ%‘fo\%/ghztel{t if he had |earned Pow to, get
along witnout 1t

which is why it mightve been stolen in the first place ,
because the owner Mmightve wanted to learn how to gegagelong without

but hes got to be given the chance of seeing he Cﬁglevahnaf\é% 1[5 back i

S0 he can reall}; kno¥v he doesnt need i% : -
youve got to give a faceless man the choice of regaining aface or

living without it for

because he might take his face back because he wouldnt want to
deprive you of your chance for facelessness

u see theres really only one faceto go around .
zv%en Its maﬁer saw \yvhat r¥e had done he 9eaj|zed his error andmn/er
made a second face at a

and tr in?( to right his error he made the rest of men a mass of thi
since he knew by this way each man would have the passing, experence
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but somewheres the man whom the face fits perfectly _

and although he might take it back if it were offered to him

he might turn around and hand his face to its maker

and this possible event is something we shouldnt take the chance of
missin

because then we should all have the chance of forgivinghthe niqaker
is error

but our \_/erY for%iveness might be revenge _
and in his fury the maker might dash the face down and break it
_into a thousand pieces
and you never know what form our vanity would take then
we might be condemmed to searching for” the pieces so as to be able to
fit the face together again
and nobody would be able to tell us from the other four-footed “animals

thats why the man | stole the face from finally stopped atsk;)ngkfor
it bac
and it wont be Ion% before | stop asking ){ou ,
| wouldnt feel right if I became an animal again
Its better to be a faceless human than an animal with a face
for facelessness is your perfect reflection of another humans
imperfect reflection

have Kou ever seen a man break a face across his knee like a slat
and then walk along his nelghbors street swmgmg each half of the
broken face in either hand so itll dry faster

if you watch him. youll see him finally go up to a beg?ar and say
listen youll make a lot more money if you hold half of this face
_ In one hand and half in the other
that way the passerby will feel twice as sorry for you
you canalso tell them youre trying to raise money enough to mend a
, broken face
notice Ive hollowed out the backs of these halves so theyll each hold
_ _ plenty of coins or bills
and the empty eyesocket is convenient for stable graspln
like a lot of people I know you have no face so this ought to_corﬁe d
in han
but make sure you keep it in your hands for begging /
It wont do you any ?ood If YOU put it on your head
Id give it back to stole it from but I obviously wouldnt
13 recognize” him now

he man



dont worry about your face
its not yours anyhow

Vv\\llg?f %Suga)t/h%hga%yf %%kXOLiiI?eSkyou or her or the grqu]daqgvreepts or

or it looks like nobody you know at all

obviously the baby is a master thief
It goes ‘around stealing all kinds of faces

| know | said theres really only one face

hats tr : :
f)egasuscta Llﬁat one face gets twisted this way and that
so what the baby really does is steal a faCe from somebod
and then when somebody else comes along and steals the ba YS face
the baby manages to steal it P%am after its beep] src}a ched
rom several other heads

IV

me ac%or as yOL%hcan pr%bgblylalreadyldtel,lli ist a b?(byh_ o
e actor moré than anybody else would like to make nis stolen

something Re_rmanent

he guards his theft ceaselessly

he plays with his stolen face

e croons to it . :

Re experiments making it black or yellow or white

he lectures it

he makes love to it

he makes hate to it

he tries to amuse it with games : .
aﬁl %ecause If"someone man%ges to steal it from him then the face

will remember where it had such a wonderful time and will
get rid of its new captor and make its way back to the actor

but face has no memory
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Vv

all of us one time or another think were just face for awhile
just as we are now

| know theres a head hehind me
hut the head i1tself has no face
| have only face

the head behind is faces shadow

and then suddenly theres a longing for gods sake wont somebody come
, , L along and steal face
so that its shadowhead will come into its own again in all its
featureless splendor

to be brave as the man who broke face across his knee into two halves
but not pieces
we dare not face the wrath of faces maker

Vi

even the dead mans face Is stolen
VI

stealing face is the only theft not punished by law

VI

god you know is faceless

the maker of face mustve been jealous of %od and decided to make
something you could hide behind F weepm? on it and
laughingon it and cruelling on it and pitying on it and
_ hating on it and beggmg on It
you could put all. these things out there on face and hide hehind
and everybody never would know who you reaIIK were hecause they
would want to steal your face but the facemaker didnt know
about that till after he had made the error of face
perfectly for one man
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the facemaker knew he had made an error because he instantly felt
that the man with face was hiding from the facemaker behind it
because in that instant facemaker knew he had been je?]li%]usseﬁf
knew in fact he was god who had become jealous of himself because
he could no longer bear knowing everything so that he had to
make face on a man so that god wouldnt be able to see everythin
and that at least man could hide from
but god knew he had made an error by havm? one man agpear not to
. ~need god because the man needed expression
and god shrank in all dimensions before the exgresm n of no need
o for goas on tne mans face
but god could not in his mercy after refusing to make another Lac%
destroy the face de ;
made
because then the rest of men seeing the face wanted the hidden feel
the no need for %od feeling
and god could not deprive them

ods mercy will cease only if we forgive him by the act of the man
g ) ) whom face fits rgturning face to god

an event we want to see and dont want to see

so that man lives in the tension of having face and having no face
lives tense between the desire to forgive god and have face broken
into immumerable fragments so that in enormous vanity he will
become an animal altogether gods aﬁam in his search to fit a

the pieces of face together which he will never be able to do

and the desire to keep stealing face so that at intervals h? can g
east show no need for go

IX

L

one mm whom face does not fit will one da){ettml(tj Bn to face and H|

e stolen from
and this will be his psalm

| am altogether hidien hefore the lord
| am courageous In knowing the Icird capnot know me for | hav? bg
the lords hand grown beyond the for
| am more than the son md more than the fathr bec?use I ?ISOWH
eatureless splendor
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| anfinally man because | will make face for each man like ug%ﬂe?o

we will hide forever from the almlght}q_
god will not know we have moved info him _

and %od shall be the face outside looking into our window
and he will wonder where we have gone

-- Gil Orlovitz

New York, New York

Lyric
for L. O.

Wake me, before you go

with the hand of your heart
that the moment at my throat
be swallowed by mine” eye

in the deepest pit of pulse
that, as | give back your hand,
| know your heart sleeps full
of me undemanding.

Love holds most, then, at the slip
of parting .when, open-handed,

| cry out in your sleeping heart --
knowing | must wake you hefore

you come again to my" sleep.

.. Gil Orlovitz
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