
G i l  O r l o v i t z

I
tha ts not your face  
i t  was mine fo r  awhile 
give i t  back 
you s to le  i t
you ll regret i t
because you s to le  an already sto len  face  
I  took i t  from somebody e lse
and when he demanded i t  back I  laughed in h is
and to ld  him he had s to len  the face I  had taken from him

somebody w ill s tea l your sto len  face from you

look at i t  th is  way
somebodys got to be the f i r s t  one t o  g ive the face back 

no I don't know how far its going to have to go back before it reaches its rightful owner
for a ll I  know he might not recognize i tand even i f  he d id  he might not want i t  i f  he had learned how to getalong w ithout i t
which is  why i t  mightve been s to len  in the f i r s t  p lace
because the owner mightve wanted to learn how to get along w ithouta face
but hes got to be given the chance o f  seeing he could have i t  back ifhe wanted to
so he can re a lly  know he doesnt need i t    
youve got to g ive a fa c e le ss  man the choice o f  regaining a face or

liv in g  w ithout i t  for

because he might take h is  face  back because he wouldnt want to
deprive you o f  your chance fo r  fa ce lessn ess

you see theres r e a lly  only one face to go around
when i t s  maker saw what he had done he rea lized  h is  error and nevermade a second face at a ll
and try in g  to r ig h t h is  error he made the re s t o f  men a mass o f  th is
since he knew by th is  way each man would have the passing experienceo f  a face

- 12-



but somewheres the man whom the face f i t s  p e r fe c tly
and although he might take i t  back i f  i t  were o ffe re d  to him
he might turn around and hand h is  face to i t s  maker
and th is  p o ssib le  event is  something we shouldnt take the chance o f

m issing
because then we should a ll have the chance o f  fo rg iv in g  the maker

h is  error
but our very fo rg iveness might be revenge
and in h is  fu ry  the maker might dash the face down and break i t

in to  a thousand p ieces
and you never know what form our van ity  would take then
we might be condemmed to searching fo r  the p ieces so as to be able to

f i t  the face  together again
and nobody would be able to t e l l  us from the o ther fo u r-fo o ted  animals
th a ts  why the man I  s to le  the face  from f in a l l y  stopped asking fo r

i t  back
and i t  wont be long before I  stop asking you
I  wouldnt fe e l  r ig h t i f  I  became an animal again
i t s  b e tte r  to be a fa c e le s s  human than an animal w ith a face  
fo r  fa ce le ssn ess  i s  your p e r fe c t r e fle c tio n  o f  another humans

im perfect r e f le c tio n
I I
have you ever seen a man break a face across h is  knee lik e  a s la t  
and then walk along h is  neighbors s tr e e t  swinging each h a lf  o f  the 

broken face in e ith e r  hand so i t l l  dry fa s te r
i f  you watch him. yo u ll see him f in a l l y  go up to a beggar and say 
l i s te n  yo u ll make a lo t more money i f  you hold h a l f  o f  th is  face

in one hand and h a lf  in the o ther  
that way the passerby w ill fe e l  twice as sorry fo r  you 
you can also t e l l  them youre try in g  to ra ise  money enough to mend a

broken face
n o tice  Ive  hollowed out the backs o f  these halves so th e y ll each hold

p len ty  o f  coins or b i l l s
and the empty eyesocket is  convenient fo r  s ta b le  grasping
lik e  a lo t o f  people I  know you have no face so th is  ought to come

in handy
but make sure you keep i t  in your hands fo r  begging
i t  wont do you any good i f  you put i t  on your head
Id  give i t  back to the man I  s to le  i t  from but I  obviously  wouldnt

recognize him now
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I l l
dont worry about your face  
i t s  not yours anyhow
what about the babys face you ask well you say the baby looks lik e  you or her or the grandparents or whatever
or i t  looks lik e  nobody you know at a ll
obviously the baby is  a master th ie f  
i t  goes around s te a lin g  a ll  k inds o f  faces
I  know I  sa id  theres r e a lly  only one face
tha ts  true  because tha t one face g e ts  tw isted  th is  way and that 
so what the baby re a lly  does is  s tea l a face from somebody 
and then when somebody e lse  comes along and s te a ls  the babys face  

the baby manages to s te a l i t  again a fte r  i t s  been snatched
from several o ther heads

IV
the actor as you can probably already t e l l  is  a baby
the actor more than anybody e lse  would lik e  to make h is  s to le nface a success
something permanent 
he guards h is  th e ft  c ea se lessly  
he p lays w ith h is  s to len  face  
he croons to i the experiments making i t  black or yellow  or white 
he lec tures i t  
he makes love to i t  
he makes hate to i t
he tr ie s  to amuse i t  w ith games a ll because i f  someone manages to s tea l i t  from him then the face  

w ill remember where i t  had such a wonderful time and w ill 
get r id  o f  i t s  new captor and make i t s  way back to the actor

but face has no memory
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V
a ll o f  us one time or another think were j u s t  face fo r  awhile 
j u s t  as we are now
I  know theres a head behind me 
but the head i t s e l f  has no face  
I  have only face  
the head behind is  faces shadow
and then suddenly theres a longing fo r  gods sake wont somebody come

along and s tea l face
so tha t i t s  shadowhead w ill come in to  i t s  own again in a ll i t s

fe a tu re le s s  splendor
to be brave as the man who broke face across h is  knee in to  two halves  
but not p ieces
we dare not face the wrath o f  faces maker
VI

even the dead mans face is  s to len
V II

s te a lin g  face is  the only th e f t  not punished by law

V I I I

god you know is  fa c e le ss
the maker o f  face mustve been jea lo u s  o f  god and decided to make 

something you could hide behind by weeping on i t  and 
laughing on i t  and c ru e llin g  on i t  and p i ty in g  on i t  and

hating  on i t  and begging on i t
you could put all. these things out there on face and hide behind 
and everybody never would know who you re a lly  were because they

would want to s tea l your face  but the facemaker d idn t know 
about tha t t i l l  a fte r  he had made the error o f  face

p e r fe c t ly  fo r  one man
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the facemaker knew he had made an error because he in s ta n tly  f e l t  
that the man w ith face was h id ing  from the facemaker behind i t  

because in that in sta n t facemaker knew he had been jea lo u s  o f
h im se lf

knew in fa c t  he was god who had become jea lo u s o f  h im se lf because 
he could no longer bear knowing everyth ing so tha t he had to 
make face  on a man so that god wouldnt be able to see everyth in

and that a t lea s t man could hide from 
but god knew he had made an error by having one man appear not to

need god because the man needed expression  
and god shrank in a ll  dimensions before the expression o f  no need

fo r  gods on the mans face
but god could not in h is  mercy a f te r  re fu sin g  to make another face

destroy the face he ha 
made

because then the r e s t o f  men seeing the face wanted the hidden fe e l  
the no need fo r  god fe e lin g  
and god could not deprive them
gods mercy w ill  cease only i f  we fo rg ive  him by the act o f  the man

whom face f i t s  return ing  face to god 
an event we want to see and dont want to see
so that man liv e s  in the tension o f  having face  and having no face  
l iv e s  tense between the d es ire  to fo rg ive  god and have face  broken 

in to  immumerable fragments so that in enormous va n ity  he w ill 
become an animal a ltogether gods again in h is  search to f i t  all 
the p ieces o f  face  together which he w ill never be able to do 

and the d esire  to keep s te a lin g  face  so tha t at in te rv a ls  he can at
le a s t show no need fo r  god

IX
one mm whom face does not f i t  w ill one day hold on to face and n,

le t  i t  be s to len  from him
and th is  w ill be h is  psalm 
I  am a ltoge ther hidden before the lord
I  am courageous in knowing the lord cannot know me fo r  I  have by

the lords hand grown beyond the lord  
I  am more than the son m d  more than the fa th e r  because I  disown

fe a tu re le s s  splendor
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I  am f in a l ly  man because I  w ill make face fo r  each man lik e  unto noother
we w ill hide fo rever from the almighty 
god w ill not know we have moved in to  him
and god sha ll be the face ou tsid e  looking in to  our window 
and he w ill wonder where we have gone

- -  Gi l  O r lo v i t z
New Y o r k , New York

L y r i c
f o r  L . O.

Wake me, b e fo r e  you  go, 
w ith  th e  hand o f  yo u r  h e a r t  
th a t  th e  moment a t my th r o a t  
be sw a llo w e d  by m ine eye
in  th e  d e e p e s t  p i t  o f  p u ls e  
t h a t ,  as I  g iv e  back y o u r  hand,
I  know yo u r  h e a r t  s l e e p s  f u l l  
o f  me undem anding .
L ove h o ld s  m o s t, th e n , a t th e  s l i p  
o f  p a r t i n g  when, o p e n -h a n d e d ,
I  c r y  o u t in  yo u r  s l e e p in g  h e a r t  - -  
kn o w in g  I  m ust wake you b e fo r e  
you come a g a in  to  my s l e e p .

- -  G i l  O r lo v i t z
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