
BARTER SYSTEM

A deaf person would
give the entire
silent universe
to hear what I am
hearing at this precise moment
The chattering
and rustling in our
dry rosebush
of 13 sparrows

JANUARY PASSAGE

The Christmas poinsettia 
has dropped all but 
seven determined leaves 
The fallen 
lie crisping on the 
floor
until time to vacuum 
up the old year
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